
Connect Group Discussion Guide

SERMON DATE SERMON SERIES SERMON TITLE

12/12/2021 What Kind of Love Love, child

Message on
YouTube

What Kind of Love Part 4

MESSAGE ABSTRACT:
In week 4 of What Kind of Love: living the epic love story, we studied 1 John 4.

We’ve looked at the greatest of God’s love and that we are to love others–including our
enemies. The only way we can do this is because God loved us first. And, as John wrote:

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. (1 John 4:16)

If we could not rely on that love, we could not love the way in which He loves. But even so, ss
His children how do we imitate His great love?

There are five ways:

1. Love that SEEKS (1 John 4:9-11). Jesus came to seek to save that which was lost. Are
our hearts similarly motivated? Do we see the hurting and rush to their aid?

2. Love that SACRIFICES (1 John 4:9-11). Jesus was the atoning sacrifice. He gave His
life for our sin. In what ways do we sacrifice for others? Do we get involved even when it
might get messy, even if we may never receive acknowledgement?

3. Love that STAYS (1 John 4:12-16). Jesus dwells with us—and will never leave us. And
apart from Him we can do nothing. Any “love” without Him is merely self-love, seeking to
get from others what we want, not seeking to serve other’s best. Are we willing to stay
with it, to abide as a friend, with those God called us to love?

4. Love that SECURES (1 John 4:17-19). There is a judgment day, but the good news is
that day is already taken care of. We don’t need to live in fear, because His perfect love
casts out fear. We can be entirely secure in God’s. Are we relying on God for that
security, or turning to other people to make us feel safe, secure, or wanted?

https://youtu.be/9bzTDzrMOPQ


Knowing those truths enables us to rely upon them in loving others as He did.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. In what way did God speak to you in the message this past weekend?

2. 1 John 4:16 says: And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. Discuss why
those two things are important.

3. We all like to be pursued and loved for who we are. Describe someone in your life who’s
pursued you. What did they do to make you feel wanted?

4. The passage we studied described how God loves and as His children, how we are to
love. Discuss what you learned about love from your earthly parents. How do those
experiences help or hinder you in fully loving as God does?

5. What one thing could you do to be a better lover of others? (If you can’t think of
anything, ask someone who knows you!) What will you commit to?


