
Deuteronomy 4:5–14 (ESV) 
5 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as 
the Lord my God commanded me, that you should 
do them in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that 
will be your wisdom and your understanding in the 
sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.’ 7 For what great nation 
is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our 
God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8 And what 
great nation is there, that has statutes and rules 
so righteous as all this law that I set before you  
today?  
 
9 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest 
you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from your heart all the days of your 
life. Make them known to your children and your 

children's children— 10 how on the day that you 
stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, 
the Lord said to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I 
may let them hear my words, so that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, 
and that they may teach their children so.’ 11 And  
you came near and stood at the foot of the  
mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to 
the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, 
and gloom. 12 Then the Lord spoke to you out of the 
midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but 
saw no form; there was only a voice. 13 And he  
declared to you his covenant, which he commanded 
you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments 
and he wrote them on two tablets of stone. 14 And  
the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you 
statutes and rules, that you might do them in the 
land that you are going over to possess.  
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INTRODUCTION:   
 
 
 Deuteronomy 4:9 
  

  The Privilege of Nearness 

  The Privilege of Righteous Rules 

 
 
The Privilege of Nearness 
 
 Deuteronomy 4:7 
 
 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (tabernacled!) among us.”  John 1:14 
  
 “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make 
 our home with them.”  John 14:23 

How to Renew Our Minds 
Psalm 1 



 
 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit 
 of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 
 lives with you and will be in you.”  John 14:16–17 
 
 “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 
 of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we 
 have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full 
 assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
 having our bodies washed with pure water.”  Hebrews 10:19–22 

 
 
The Privilege of Righteous Rules 
 
 Deuteronomy 4:8 
  
 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul… the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.” 
 Psalm 19:7, 9 
 
 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Psalm 119:105 
 
 “But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what 
 they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”  James 1:25 
 
 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
 soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."  Hebrews 4:12 
 

  The Privilege of Nearness 

  The Privilege of Righteous Rules 
 
 
 

1.  Look back over 2021… 

  
 a. Where have you see or felt God’s nearness? 
  
 b. Where have you observed the goodness of his righteous rules? 
 
 
 

2. Look forward to 2022 
  
 a.  Be attentive to God’s nearness (presence) 
   

 Develop (strengthen) good spiritual habits 
 
 b.  Be intentional to discover more of his righteous rules 
   

 


