
 The Church of St. John the Divine 
Christmas Day December 25, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering, we 

have careful protocols in place for our limited gatherings on a Sunday – the plans are available 

to download on the Website, and for those unable to attend in person our services are also 

livestreamed there: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/  

  

We will continue to meet on Sundays at 10am for our Parish Eucharist and at 5:30 pm for 

a service of Evensong. Please check details on the website as to how to book for each service 

and the information needed to comply with Provincial requirements. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Sermon: The Reverend Stephanie Wood 

Greeters: Lorraine Gates, Carol-Ann Zenger Intercessor: Lorraine Gates 

Crucifer: Susanna Peterson Verger: Chuck Neilson 

Reader: Michael Zenger Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Gospel: The Reverend Stephanie Wood Music: David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 

 

The Gathering of the Community 

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering in the church building and online. 

Processional Hymn (CP 136) WINCHESTER OLD 

 1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night  

 all seated on the ground,  

the angel of the Lord came down  

 and glory shone around. 

 2. “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread  

 had seized their troubled mind.  

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring  

 to you and humankind. 

 3. To you in David’s town this day  

 is born of David’s line  

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  

 and this shall be the sign: 

 4. the heavenly babe you there shall find  

 to human view displayed,  

all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands,  

 and in a manger laid.” 

 5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith  

 appeared a shining throng  

of angels praising God, who thus  

 addressed their joyful song: 

 6. “All glory be to God on high,  

 and to the world be peace;  

good will henceforth from heaven to earth 

 begin, and never cease.” 
  Text: Luke 2:8-14; para. Nahum Tate (1652-1715), alt.  
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Greeting 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Gloria (CP 365)  DARWALL 

 1. Glory to God on high,  

 and peace to all on earth.  

We worship you, we give you thanks,  

 our heavenly King.  

We give you praise,  

almighty God and Father blessed  

in glory bright. 

 2. Our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  

 the Father’s only Son,  

the sacrificial Lamb,  

 who saves the world from sin,  

have mercy Lord.  

Beside the Father’s hand enthroned,  

now hear our prayer. 

 3. You only are the Lord.  

 You only are most high.  

You only are the holy one,  

 Lord Jesus Christ.  

And now you reign  

with Father and with Spirit one  

in glorious light. 

Text: Gloria, para. Paul Gibson (1932-) ©. 

All rights reserved.  Used under OneLicence.net #A-719605. 

The Collect of the Day 
  God whose Word became flesh,  

breathe a new song of joy and praise into the world,  

so that we may bear the good news of your salvation  

and proclaim your promise of peace to the ends of the earth;  

through Christ the Word. 

 All: Amen. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 2002 alt.  
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The Proclamation of the Word 

The First Reading Isaiah 62:6-12 

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

   I have posted sentinels; 

all day and all night 

   they shall never be silent. 

You who remind the LORD, 

   take no rest, 

and give him no rest 

   until he establishes Jerusalem 

   and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

The LORD has sworn by his right hand 

   and by his mighty arm: 

I will not again give your grain 

   to be food for your enemies, 

and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

   for which you have laboured; 

but those who garner it shall eat it 

   and praise the LORD, 

and those who gather it shall drink it 

   in my holy courts. 

Go through, go through the gates, 

   prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway, 

   clear it of stones, 

   lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

The LORD has proclaimed 

   to the end of the earth: 

Say to daughter Zion, 

   ‘See, your salvation comes; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him.’ 

They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, 

   The Redeemed of the LORD’; 

and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, 

   A City Not Forsaken.’ 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 97 

The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

Clouds and darkness are round about him, righteousness and justice are the 

foundations of his throne. 

A fire goes before him and burns up his enemies on every side. 

His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees it and is afraid. 

The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the 

Lord of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. 

Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow 

down before him, all you gods. 

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your  

judgements, O Lord. 

For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above  

all gods. 

The Lord loves those who hate evil; he preserves the lives of his saints and  

delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

Light has sprung up for the righteous, and joyful gladness for those who  

are truehearted. 

Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name. 

 

The Epistle Titus 3:4-7 

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he 

saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 

according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so 

that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the 

hope of eternal life. 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Luke 2:8-20 
Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 Cantor: I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  

 All: Alleluia. 

  God be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

  Hear the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

After the Gospel 

  The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
Following the Address there will be a pause for silence. 
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Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed 

  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

 All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through whom all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

and was made human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

Who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified. 

Who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 
Please stand. 

  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn (NEH 40) GREENSLEEVES 

 1. What child is this, who, laid to rest,  

 on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

  This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds worship and angels sing;  

  haste, haste to bring him praise, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 2. Why lies he in such mean estate  

 where ox and ass are feeding?  

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here  

 the silent Word is pleading. 

  Nails, spear, shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you:  

  hail, hail, the Saviour comes, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;  

 come, peasant, king, to own him.  

The King of kings salvation brings;  

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

  Raise, raise your song on high while Mary sings a lullaby,  

  joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. 

Text: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898).  

The Prayer over the Gifts 

  Generous Creator,  

in faith and joy we celebrate the birth of your Son.  

Increase our understanding and our love  

of the riches you have revealed in him,  

who is Lord now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer II an Incarnation 

   

  Worship and praise belong to you, God our creator.  

Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being,  

and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  

Day and night celebrate your glory, till time shall be no more. 

In Christ, your Word became flesh, 

and on this day was born of Mary.  

He emptied himself, taking our human form, 

That through his incarnation and passion 

we might come to share in his divine nature. 

  Filled with the Spirit, who at the first Creation 

moved over the face of the waters, 

and visited Mary at Nazareth, 

we await with joy the fulfilment of your new Creation. 

  As children of your redeeming purpose  

who celebrate the birth of your Son, we offer you our praise, 

with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven  

singing the hymn of your unending glory: 

Sanctus 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving God. 

In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us,  

and lived for a time among us, 

that we might for ever live with you. 

In the manger at Bethlehem, in his flight to Egypt, 

and as the carpenter’s son, the Only-begotten bent low to meet us. 
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  Hearing your call, he accepted death on the cross. 

When you exalted him on the third day, 

and bestowed on him the name above all names,  

he opened the gate of glory  

that we might be your children and share in your Peace. 

  Before he was given up to suffering and death, 

and at supper with his disciples 

he took bread and offered you thanks. 

He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 

“Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.”  

  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, 

and gave it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. 

This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all,  

that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  We recall his blessed passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and we look for the coming of your reign.  

  Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 

and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

Hear us, most merciful God, 

and send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon this bread and this wine, 

that they may be the Body and Blood of your Son,  

and we may be kindled with the fire 

of your love and renewed for the service of your reign. 

  Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ's Body  

to live and work to your praise and glory; 

may we grow together in unity and love 

until at last, in your new creation, 

we enter into our heritage 

in the company of the Mary, 

the apostles, and prophets, 

and of all peoples, living and departed. 

  Through Jesus Christ, with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you,  

God of all ages, world without end. 

 All:  
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The Lord’s Prayer  
  Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Used under OneLicence.net #A-719605. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  We break the bread of life,  

and that life is the light of the world 

 All: God here among us,  

light in the midst of us,  

bring us to light and life. 

The Communion 

  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

All are invited to receive communion. Please follow the Greeters’ instructions. Receiving bread  

is considered full communion. Any not receiving communion are invited to receive a blessing, 

and to indicate that by holding their arms crossed on their chest. 

If you are unable to come to a communion station please make this known to the Greeters and 

we will bring communion to you. 

Gluten free wafers for communion are available. Please request them from the person who is 

distributing the bread. 
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Hymn during communion (CP 126) CRADLE SONG 
 

 1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  

I love you, Lord Jesus—look down from on high  

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay  

close by me forever and love me, I pray.  

Bless all the dear children in your tender care,  

and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 
Text: American (19th cent.). 

The Commissioning of the Community 
Prayer after Communion  

  Source of truth and joy,  

may we who have received the gift of divine life  

always follow the way of your Son.  

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 All: Amen.  

  

The Blessing 
  Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with peace and goodwill and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing… 

 All: Amen. 

 

Dismissal  
 Deacon: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  

 All: Thanks be to God.   
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Recessional Hymn  (CP 120) ST. LOUIS 

 1. O little town of Bethlehem,  

 how still we see thee lie!  

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  

 the silent stars go by;  

yet in thy dark streets shineth  

 the everlasting light;  

the hopes and fears of all the years  

 are met in thee tonight. 

 2. For Christ is born of Mary;  

 and, gathered all above,  

while mortals sleep, the angels keep  

 their watch of wondering love.  

O morning stars, together  

 proclaim the holy birth,  

and praises sing to God the King,  

 and peace to all the earth. 

 3. How silently, how silently  

 the wondrous gift is given  

as love imparts to human hearts  

 the blessings of God’s heaven!  

No ear may hear his coming;  

 but in this world of sin,  

where meek souls will receive him, still  

 the dear Christ enters in. 

 4. O holy child of Bethlehem,  

 descend to us, we pray;  

cast out our sin and enter in;  

 be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels  

 the great glad tidings tell;  

O come to us, abide with us,  

 our Lord Emmanuel. 

Text: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), alt. 

 Voluntary    

You are invited to be seated for the Voluntary or to leave at this point.  
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Poinsettias – Given to the Glory of God 

In loving memory of Helene Nadeau, from Daniel, Ruth, Luc, Paul & Camryn. 

In memory of my parents, Jim & Olga Reid, from Judith. 

In memory of loved ones, from Enid Luneburg. 

In loving memory of family and friends, from The Zengers. 

In loving memory of Alan Ormerod, from Michael & Carol-Ann Zenger. 

In memory of my parents, Emily & Robert Humphries, from Barbara Jenks. 

Merry Christmas Church Family, from Chuck Neilson. 

In memory of John Money, from the family. 

In loving memory of Margurite & Harold Henrickson and Betty & Thomas Melville, 

from Bruce and Gerry. 

In loving memory of Neil Walker, from Margaret. 

 

 

 

Flowers are given to the glory of God 
In thanksgiving for family and friends, from Bruce & Gerry Melville. 

 

 

Epiphany Services 
January 2 10:00 am Parish Eucharist (BAS), & Chalking of the Doors 

January 6 7:30 pm Feast of the Epiphany & Ordination (registration necessary) 

 

Christmas Office Hours 
Closed:  December 25th thru January 3rd  

Normal office hours resume Tuesday, January 4th      9:00 am – 12 Noon 

 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiiyOzRkpfYAhUL9mMKHZdhB20QjRwIBw&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/ae/illustrations/christmas-background-with-white-poinsettia,-mislettoe-and-holly&psig=AOvVaw2YwfmakNvxbxg8ZVVVyksG&ust=1513809632848400
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Regular Sunday Services at St. John the Divine 

10:00 a.m. ❖ Parish Eucharist (in person, via Zoom and live streamed) 

The main weekly service, with sermon, congregational singing, choral music, and Communion. 

5:30 p.m. ❖ Choral Evensong (in person and live streamed) 

The ancient evening service of the Anglican Church, with readings, chant, prayer, and choral 

music. 

Please contact the office to receive the Zoom and live stream links. 

 

 
 

    
 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Assistant Curate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 
The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

 

 

mailto:pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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