
 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL OTTAWA 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Anishinabe aking ate awaso kikinawadjichigan ~ A place of prayer on Algonquin territory 

 
 

WELCOME 
For hearing assistance, headsets are available. Please turn off phones or pagers, or set them to silent 
mode. Please note that masks are required to be worn at all times. Thank you. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 12th, 2021 

4 pm A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas 
 

A service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas was first developed in 1880 by Bishop Edward Benson 
of Truro (who eventually became the Archbishop of Canterbury). A later adaptation by King’s 
College, Cambridge, became widely known. Christ Church Cathedral Ottawa has further 
adapted this iconic Christmas liturgy, using readings and carols to narrate the story of God’s loving 
purpose in creation, from the Spirit of God, which moved over the waters at the beginning of time, 
and the covenant God made with humankind, to the abandonment of that covenant and the 
hope-filled promise of humankind’s redemption by the Holy Child of Bethlehem. The lessons are 
read by individuals from the Cathedral’s diverse community. The service is offered by Christ 
Church Cathedral as a gesture of peace and goodwill to the people of the Nation’s Capital. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Prelude Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen (op. 122/8) – Johannes Brahms 
Hymn Once in Royal David’s City – Irby 
Please join in singing verses 3-6. 

3. And through all his wondrous childhood he would honour and obey, 
 love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay. 
 Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 

4. For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew, 
 he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew: 
 and he feeleth for our sadness and he shareth in our gladness. 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love, 
 for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
 and he leads his children on, to the place where he is gone. 



6. Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
 we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
 where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.  

The Bidding Prayer 
First Lesson Genesis 1:1-25 
 God creates the earth and heavens and all living creatures 

Carol A great and mighty wonder – trad. (arr. Michael Praetorius) 

A great and mighty wonder, a full and holy cure! the Virgin bears the Infant with virgin-
honour pure: Refrain: Repeat the hymn again: 'To God on high be glory, and peace on 
earth to men.' The Word becomes incarnate, and yet remains on high; and cherubim 
sing anthems to shepherds from the sky: [Refrain] While thus they sing your Monarch, 
those bright angelic bands, rejoice, ye vales and mountains, ye oceans, clap your 
hands: [Refrain] Since all he comes to ransom, by all be he adored, the Infant born in 
Bethl'em, the Saviour and the Lord: [Refrain] And idol forms shall perish, and error shall 
decay, and Christ shall wield his sceptre, our Lord and God for ay. [Refrain] 

Second Lesson Genesis 1:26-2:1 
 God creates and blesses humankind 

Carol The truth from above – trad. (arr. R. Vaughan Williams) 

This is the truth sent from above, The truth of God, the God of love, Therefore don't turn 
me from your door, But hearken all both rich and poor. The first thing which I do relate Is 
that God did man create; The next thing which to you I'll tell Woman was made with 
man to dwell. Thus we were heirs to endless woes, Till God the Lord did interpose; And 
so a promise soon did run That he would redeem us by his Son And at that season of the 
year Our blest Redeemer did appear; He here did live, and here did preach, And many 
thousands he did teach. Thus he in love to us behaved, To show us how we must be 
saved; And if you want to know the way, Be pleased to hear what he did say. 

Third Lesson Genesis 17:1-8; 22:18 
 God makes a covenant with humankind through Abram 

Carol Adam lay ybounden – Philip Ledger 

Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. 
And all was for an apple, An apple that he took, As clerkës finden written In their book. 
Ne had one apple taken been, The apple taken been, Ne had never Our Lady A-been 
heaven's Queen. Blessèd be the time That apple taken was. Therefore we moun singen: 
Deo gratias! 

 
 



Fourth Lesson Isaiah 1:2-4, 16-17 
 Humankind forsakes the covenant with God 

Carol Peace on Earth – Errollyn Wallen 

And snow falls down on me. Peace on earth. The night is dark and soft. Peace on earth. 
The lights that sparkle in the square, The smoke the lingers in the air. Peace on earth. 
And grace falls down on me. Peace on earth. The dark will turn aside. Peace on earth. 
The fires that burn in ev'ry hearth Do sing out praise of Christmas past. Peace on earth. 
Hear them singing. Peace on earth. 

Hymn Noel 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven's most gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings un-furled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and we amid our wars hear not the words of peace they bring: 
O listen now, and still your strife to hear the angels sing. 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their king 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

Fifth Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6; 11:5-9 
 Isaiah announces redemption through God’s Messiah 

Carol In the bleak midwinter – Harold Darke  

In the bleak mid-winter Frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a 
stone; Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow, In the bleak mid-winter Long ago. 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him Nor earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign: In the bleak mid-winter A stable-place sufficed The Lord God 
Almighty, Jesus Christ. Enough for Him, whom cherubim Worship night and day, A 
breastful of milk And a mangerful of hay; Enough for Him, whom angels Fall down 
before, The ox and ass and camel Which adore. What can I give Him, Poor as I am? If I 
were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, If I were a wise man I would do my part, Yet what 
I can I give Him, Give my heart. 



Sixth Lesson Luke 1:26-38 
 The angel Gabriel greets the Virgin Mary 

Carol Gabriel’s Message – arr. G. Brown 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame 'All 
hail' said he 'thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favoured lady, Gloria! For known a 
blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honour thee, thy son shall be 
Emmanuel by seers foretold, most highly favoured lady, Gloria! Then gentle Mary meekly 
bowed her head 'To me, be as it pleaseth God' she said 'My soul shall laud and magnify 
his holy name' most highly favoured lady, Gloria! Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, and Christian folk through-out the world will ever 
say: most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:1-7 
 The Messiah is born in Bethlehem 

Carol What sweeter music – John Rutter 

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heavenly 
King? Awake the voice! Awake the string! Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give 
the honour to this day that sees December turn'd to May. Why does the chilling winter's 
morn smile, like a field beset with corn? Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the 
sudden? Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant: 'Tis he is born, whose 
quick'ning birth gives life and lustre, public mirth, to heaven and the underearth. 

Hymn Winchester Old 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
all seated on the ground,  
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
 had seized their troubled mind. 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
 to you and humankind. 

To you in David's town this day  
is born of David's line  
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  
and this shall be the sign: 

The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed,  
all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands,  
and in a manger laid.” 



Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus  
addressed their joyful song: 

"All glory be to God on high 
and on the earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to earth  
begin, and never cease." 

Eighth Lesson Luke 2:8-16 
 The Messiah’s birth is proclaimed by angels 

Carol Hush! my dear – Gabriel Jackson 

Hush! my dear, lie still and slumber, Holy angels guard thy bed, Heav’nly blessings 
without number, Gently falling on they head. Soft and easy is thy cradle, Coarse and 
hard thy Saviour lay: When His birthplace was a stable, And His softest bed was hay. See 
the kindly shepherds round him, Telling wonders from the sky! Where they sought him, 
there they found him, With his Virgin Mother by. May’st thou learn to know and fear Him, 
Love and serve Him all thy days; Then to dwell forever near Him, Tell His love and sing His 
praise. 

Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14 
 The timeless Messiah brings redemption to the whole world 

Carol Alleluya! A new work is come on hand – Peter Wishart 

Alleluya! A new work is come on hand Through might and grace of Godès son To save 
the lost of every land. For now is free that erst was bound. We may well sing Alleluya! 
Now is fulfilled the prophecy Of David and of Jeremy And also of Isaiah. Sing we 
therefore both loud and high Alleluya! Alleluya, this sweetè song Out of a green branch 
it sprung; God send us the life that lasteth long. Now joy and bliss be him among That 
thus can sing Alleluya! 

Offertory Hymn Nowell (arr. Paul Halley) 

The first nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

They lookèd up and saw a star, 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 



And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 

This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. Refrain 

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
who has made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood salvation bought. Refrain 

Closing Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

O God, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem, may the light 
of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through him who is Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Episcopal Blessing 
Hymn Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King,  
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;  
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King.” 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;  
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail, the incarnate deity,  
pleased as one of us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! The herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King. 

 
 



Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.  
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,  
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark! The herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King.” 

Postlude Carillon de Westminster – Louis Vierne 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Officiants Dean Beth Bretzlaff, Bishop Shane Parker 
Readers Margaret Porter (Sidespersons Guild), Jane Morris (People’s Warden),  
 Justin Sidaros (Boy Chorister), Wanda Procyshyn (Lay Clerk), Tom Delsey (Pastoral Care);  
 Judith Dowler (Cathedral Women), Paul Armstrong (Cathedral Men), Connie Brooke (Altar Guild) 
Organists Nicholas Walters, James Calkin 
Choristers  Justin Sidaros, Shannon Mercer, Wanda Procyshyn, Rob Mann, 

  Kevin Hassell, Christian Damus, Keith Gomes, Gary Dahl, Christopher Mallory 
Directors James Calkin, Andrew McAnerney 
Duty Wardens Jane Morris, Gillian Wheeler 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY SERVICES 
December 17th, Simon Gibbons 

9 pm Compline (Live-streamed only) 

December 19th, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) | 10:30 am Choral Eucharist (BAS) 

4 pm Family Christmas Concert 

Christmas Eve 
4 pm Family Service with Eucharist 

7 pm Choral Eucharist 
10 pm Festal Eucharist for Christmas 

Christmas Day 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 

10:30 am Choral Eucharist with Children’s Homily at the Crèche  

December 26th, First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) | 10:30 am Choral Eucharist (BAS) 

New Year’s Day, Anglican Diocese of Ottawa’s 125th Anniversary 
Noon Choral Eucharist with Archbishop Linda Nicholls 

January 2nd, Epiphany of the Lord 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) | 10:30 am Choral Eucharist (BAS) 

January 9th, Baptism of the Lord 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) | 10:30 am Holy Baptism and Choral Eucharist (BAS) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY 
Anishinabe aking ate awaso kikinawadjichigan ~ A place of prayer on Algonquin territory 

The Anglican Cathedral in the Nation’s Capital 
Cathedral of the Canadian Forces Anglican Military Ordinariate 

414 Sparks Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 0B2 
(613) 236-9149   info@ottawacathedral.ca   www.ottawacathedral.ca   @ottawacathedral 

The Right Reverend Shane Parker, Bishop of Ottawa 
The Very Reverend Beth Bretzlaff (ext.16), Dean of Ottawa and Rector 

The Reverend Canon Douglas Richards (ext.19), Vicar 
The Reverend Canon Hilary Murray (ext.11), Canon Pastor 

Albert Dumont (Oshki Nodin), Algonquin Teacher in Residence 
Archdeacon Pat Johnston, Archdeacon Michelle Staples, Honorary Assistants 

Deacon Christine Jannasch (613-818-1754), Spiritual Director in Residence 

Josephine Hall (ext.29), Cathedral Administrator 
Gillian Wheeler, Jane Morris, Church Wardens 
Natasha Coolen, Sunday School Coordinator 

James Calkin (ext.20), Director of Music and Organist 
Andrew McAnerney (ext.12), Associate Director of Music 

Nicholas Walters, Assistant Organist 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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