
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world`` 

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost Amen 

Our Advent journey has almost come to an end! The past few weeks, we have been 

engaging ourselves in a short time of soul searching, and purification as we prepare 

to enter into the joyful mysteries of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have 

also been called by the Church to remind ourselves that even as we look to Christ`s 

first coming into the world, so we are looking forward to His Glorious Second 

Coming as King and Judge! 

In today’s Gospel, we hear the voice of St. John the Baptist witnessing so very 

powerfully to the coming of the Lamb of God into the world. St. John the Baptist 

was given the vocation of preparing the world for the coming of Christ by the 

preaching of repentance and holiness of life! He was to be the one crying in the 

wilderness-the one who would herald the coming of the world`s Redeemer and 

Lord! He confesses that his role is to bear solemn witness to the coming in the 

flesh of the Desire of all nations and peoples- the one who would take upon His 

Blessed head the sins of all mankind. 

This is what Advent is all about isn`t it! A time to repent and rejoice in the promise 

of God to send one who would be the answer to the world`s pain and confusion-to 

seek the light from above that has reached down to us in our helplessness and fear- 

to know that Almighty God really does know our deepest needs and longings, and 

that only the coming of His Dear Son in the likeness of our flesh will bring true 

relief to the sorrows of our hearts! 

So here we are, each one of us, just a few days away from Christmastide. Once 

again we will kneel in heart and mind at least in front of the Christmas Crib to 

adore the Mystery of Divine Love made manifest. Once again we will hear the 

familiar words of the Christmas Gospel- speaking to us of the miracle of the 

Incarnation of Christ! But for today, let us take deeply to heart the witness of St. 

John the Baptist when he identifies the `Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 

of the world``. 



You see dear friends, it is so important that we really and truly understand who this 

helpless infant in the stable really is! The great confidence of the Christian soul is 

that the Father of All has reached down to us in the person of Christ, the spotless 

and innocent Lamb of God, and that only this Lamb can bring the forgiveness and 

new life that we all so desperately need! We need to be more and more willing to 

allow this Holy Lamb to be the centre of our lives! We must see Him as the One 

who will be our Advocate with the Father, and never leave us, or forsake us! 

This has been a difficult year for many of us, and it is such an easy thing to give 

way to despair and fear with all that has been going on in the world, and perhaps in 

our own lives! But in the midst of all this, and more dear friends, we must heed the 

words of St. John the Baptist, and fix our eyes firmly upon this Blessed and 

Radiant Lamb-the great gift of the One who is the Giver of everything good! We 

need to make room for this Lamb in our hearts and lives-to make Him the centre 

and foundation of all that we have and are! This Suffering Lamb is the one sure 

and certain remedy for all of the sicknesses and weaknesses of our souls, and it is 

only He that can speak the word of forgiveness and peace to troubled and burdened 

hearts- hearts that feel the pressing weight of their sins and failures, and yet who 

hope in the tender mercies of the Crucified Lamb of God- our Lord Jesus Christ! 

But to do this dear friends, can seem almost impossible to us! We feel that we are 

too far gone, we feel that God is silent to our needs, or that our situation is 

hopeless, and beyond the reach of the Merciful One! All of us can feel and often do 

feel overwhelmed don`t we? But when all seems lost, when there appears to be no 

help in sight, when we find ourselves with no where to turn and everything seems 

dark and hopeless that is when we must look to the Lamb of God –to the one who 

comes to all who will accept Him and love Him, and take Him for their Lord, 

Master, and life! 

Surely then, if we will only lift up the eyes of our souls to behold the Immaculate 

and Merciful Lamb of God, we will find our lives given new meaning and purpose-

we will discover that all that seemed so hopeless and dark will be transformed into 

light and hope, and the sadnesses and sorrows of our poor hearts will receive 

healing . These precious promises of new life and blessedness will surely be ours 

then as we prayerfully seek the good and gracious will of God for ourselves- as we 



hold nothing back but give our Blessed Lord all that we are in simple trust and 

obedience. 

Dear friends, Advent is nearly past and Christmas will shortly be here. Now is the 

time for us to act, now is the time for us to approach the Throne of the Heavenly 

Grace, and seek the Lord and His Will. The Collect tells us how to do this-we must 

ask Him to raise up His power and come to us in our need. we ask Him to hold us 

close to Himself and shower His Mercy and Grace upon us. We know that we are 

poor sinful creatures-so weak and inconsistent, and yet we trust Him to not 

abandon us but to run to us and protect us from those things in our hearts that are 

opposed to His Will for us! 

In other words, we must look away from ourselves and look to Him always and 

everywhere! When we do this, then we will experience a peace that is not of this 

world, but that has it`s origin in the very heart of our dearest Father in Heaven. 

It is this sense of the Divine presence that we must seek as we prepare to enter the 

joys of Christmas, and it is this sense of peace and presence that we should be 

seeking here this morning at the Altar of the Lord. Here today the Blessed Lamb of 

God is before us in His Precious Body and Blood, seeking to fill hearts that are 

hungry for the Bread of Heaven. Let each of us here seek from His Heart the gift of 

a penitent heart and true faith, so that we might truly welcome the Lamb of God as 

He is born for us in humility and weakness this Christmas, and may we ever find 

all of our joy and life in following the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 

world 

                   Glory be to God for All Things - Amen 


