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We have a livestream option on our website!    
https://felcdecatur.org/live 

 
SCRIPTURES:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 
December 26, 2021 at 9:30 am 

HOLY COMMUNION 
1st Sunday of Christmas 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 
PRELUDE  “Love Has Come” ELW #292 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, and bears 
gifts of mercy for all. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not made 
room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the 
stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and 
open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. Amen. 
 
God’s loving kindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, not by anything we 
have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly.  
 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are Forgiven. Through the Spirit living in you, God give 
you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for you, now and always. Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288  

http://www.felcdecatur.org/
https://felcdecatur.org/live
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-12-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-12-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-12-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-12-26/0


*KYRIE (Spoken)  (ELW p. 203, setting 10) 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Gloria! To the Lord, our God” John Ylvisaker  
    
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge 
of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may 
live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 2:18-21, 26 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to 
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer 
the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay 
you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would 
return to their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with 
the people. 
 
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 
PSALM (Read Responsively) PSALM 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 
 over earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.  Hallelujah! 
 
SONG “Let There Be Peace On Earth” See Insert 
 
  



SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW p. 205, setting 10) 
 
The holy gospel according to  LUKE 2:41-52 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when 
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and 
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 
it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started 
to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him.  
 
46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, 
why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be 
in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them.  
 
51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 
and human favor. 
The gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
                                                    

*HYMN OF THE DAY  “Once in Royal David’s City” ELW #269  
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (ELW p. 105) 
 

  



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 

in any need. 
A brief silence. 
A: God of wisdom, open our ears to hear your grace through the words and deeds of children. 

Inspire the youngest and oldest in our midst to learn from one another with humility and 
patience. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A: God of creation, praise to you for hills and mountains, fruit trees and forests, animals wild 
and tame, birds, and reptiles. Spark delight in our hearts for all that you have made. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

A: God of hope, call us to peace and bind us together in perfect unity. Make wars to cease. 
Guide the leaders of the nations in your way of wisdom, compassion, and tolerance. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

A: God of healing, mend the broken hearts of those who suffer this day. Treasure everyone who 
struggles with addiction, loneliness, hunger, unemployment, mental illness, or sickness. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A: God of life, draw us into the body of Christ and make us grow in faith and hope. Fill us with 
hearts of thanksgiving made visible in our words and actions for the sake of the whole world. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

P: Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all for whom 
we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

        
* PEACE 
 

OFFERING “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294  
   
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                                                   
Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross. As 
you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your care 
among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
   
LORD’S PRAYER  (ELW p. 112 right side) 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be glad!  
(Receive communion “the body of Christ given for you” & “the blood of Christ shed for you”) 
 
COMMUNION “Lamb of God” (ELW p. 208, setting 10) 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                  
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come among 
us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the lifegiving Spirit 
who shines on you, bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW #275 
   
*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE  
 

Participants 
Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 
Assisting Minister Val Grohne 
Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist Rick Strine 
Chancel Choir and Band Director Milt Scott 
Audio/Visual Mike Reynolds & family / Dan Lynch 
 Jeremy Hahn / Millikin Students: Jadon Prikl & Tobi Osibodu 
Greeters Larry Osborne / Chuck & Barb Ahlenius 
Check-In Rick Strine 
Money Counters Steve & Karen Wenger / Ken & Carol Broeking 
  

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and family (Matt is Jan Andrews’ son),  

Jim Summers 
 

We have recently added a prayer request form on our website. We invite you to check it out, 
and all the other content our web page has to offer. It can all be found at www.felcdecatur.org.  
The prayer request is under the “About” tab.  Or you may let the office know of anyone to be 

added. 

http://www.felcdecatur.org/

