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CHRISTMAS EVE GOSPEL @ 7pm -  2021 
 
 
 
Before there was anything, there was God. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
Then God said, “Let there be light.”  
 
And there was light.  
All things came into being, Galaxies, Stars, planets, moons,  
and earth our home.  
 
Millions of years passed, and God filled our world with life.  
 
 In time, God created Humankind and God wanted us to be God’s friends and care 
for the earth…    Ages passed…  through many generations… 
 
From Abraham and Sarah,  
 
to  Rachel and Jacob  
 
to Moses and Miriam 
 
to Deborah the judge 
 
to David and Solomon, kings 
 
to the great prophets Isaiah  
 
and Jeremiah ……………….countless generations. 
 
Then, when the time was finally right, God knew that it was the moment for 
something new to happen. And it would involve many different people – even those 
who didn’t know what God was doing. 
 
One day, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, Emperor of Rome,  that every 
person in the world had to be counted.  And so everyone had to go back to the place 
where they were born, in order to be registered for the count.   
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In a city of Judea called Nazareth there lived a carpenter whose name was Joseph. 
 
Now Joseph was of the house of David, a descendant of King David, and so he had 
to travel from Nazareth to the city of David, called Bethlehem  
 
It was a long way, from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and Joseph wasn’t travelling alone,  
 
He was with his wife Mary, who was expecting her first child very soon.   
 
The journey through the mountains was difficult 
 
and took them several days  
 
When they finally reached Bethlehem late in the day, they discovered that the  
city was full of other travellers . 
 
There was not one single room left in which they could stay.  
 
At last, they found a kindly innkeeper, who invited them to rest in his stable.   
 
And so it was, in the warmth of that straw-filled stable, Mary gave birth to her first-
born son.  She wrapped him in bands of cloth called “swaddling clothes”, and laid 
him in a manger.  And just as the angel Gabriel had told her, she named her baby 
“Jesus”, which means “God saves”. 
 
In that very same region, there were shepherds,  
 
and that night they were camping out in the fields,  
keeping close watch over their flock of sheep. 
 
Without any warning, an angel of the Lord God appeared to them, and the glory of 
God shone all around them.  And the shepherds were very afraid. 
But the angel said to them,  
 
“Do not be afraid.  For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, to be shared with 
all people.  For you is born today, in the city of David called Bethlehem, a saviour, the 
Messiah, Christ the Lord.  And this is the sign to you.  You will find the baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 
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And suddenly there was with that one angel a multitude of the heavenly host, more 
angels than you can count, praising God and singing, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace and good will toward all people.” 
 
When the angels had gone away, back into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, 
“Let us go to Bethlehem, and see this thing that the angel told us.”   
 
They went quickly, and in a stable they found Mary and Joseph and, best of all, they 
found a baby, just as they had been told, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. A new Light had come into the world.; the Lord of Love; the Prince of 
Peace. In this manger a new story had begun…  and the world would be changed 
forever. 
 
 
(Carol:   Away in  a Manger.) 
 
 
 
 
 


