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We welcome all and especially newcomers and visitors, whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on the 

journey of faith. Whenever you see this sign, + before a word or text, you are invited to make the sign of the cross.  

 

GATHERING THE COMMUNITY 

 

PRELUDE  
 

The clergy will enter and kneel to pray. At this point, please move to your seats and conclude conversations quietly. 

The celebrant then welcomes the gathering informally. 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 

The celebrant makes the Territorial Acknowledgement. 

 

THE GREETING 
 

Celebrant The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

 darkness— on them light has shined. 

All         For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

 Peace. 

  

Celebrant His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 

 his kingdom.  

All            He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness  from this time 

 onward and forevermore.  
 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

  

Celebrant  The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  

All We have beheld His glory. Alleluia! 

 

A moment of silence is kept. 

 

HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City”                                                                                          CP  123 

 
 Once in Royal David's city 

 stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 where a mother laid her baby 

 in a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

 He came down to earth from heaven 

 who is God and Lord of all, 

 and his shelter was a stable, 

 and his cradle was a stall; 

 with the poor and mean and lowly, 

 lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
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 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

 with the oxen standing by 

 we shall see him, but in heaven, 

 set at God's right hand on high. 

 When like stars his children crowned, 

 all in white, shall gather around. 

 

Text: Cecil Francis Alexander (1818-1895), alt. | Music: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876) | Public Domain 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The community prays in silence. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, as we prepare with joy to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, embrace the earth 

 with your glory and be for us a living hope in Jesus Christ  our Lord.   

All Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Celebrant Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God 

 as it comes to us in the reading of Holy Scriptures. 

All Our hearts and minds are open. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                David Bergmark 
 

Reader A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH.  
 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good 

news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 

voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth 

together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 

shall see the salvation of our God.                                                                                       ISAIAH 52:7-10  

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Interlude. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                           David Bergmark  
 

Reader A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 

powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

  

 



4 

 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will 

be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 

all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of 

fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is the 

sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, 

has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you 

founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will 

all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you 

are the same, and your years will never end.”                                                                  HEBREWS 1:1-12  

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Interlude. At the conclusion, please stand as you are able for…. 
 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                  David Bergmark 
 

Reader The Lord be with you.  

All  And also with you. 
 

Reader +The Holy Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 

of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.                                   JOHN 1:1-14  

 

Reader The Gospel of Christ. 

All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                               

 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH (The Nicene Creed) 
 

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All   We believe in one God,   

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth,   

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 
  For our sake he was crucified 

  under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory 

  to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father. 

  With the Father and the Son 

  he is worshipped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic 

  and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism 

  for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                             The Revd José Luis Aranda Moyano  

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Deacon  Christ the light of the world has come  

  to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  
  Let us turn to the light and confess our sins.  

  we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.  

 

We keep a moment of quiet for reflection.  
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Deacon God our Father,  

 you sent your Son full of grace and truth:  

 forgive our failure to receive him.  

 Lord, have mercy.  

All  Lord, have mercy.  

 

Deacon  Jesus our Saviour,  

 you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:  

 forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  

 Christ, have mercy.  

All  Christ, have mercy.  

 

Deacon Spirit of Love,  

 your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:  
 forgive the hardness of our hearts.  

 Lord, have mercy.  

All  Lord, have mercy.  

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

 +pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

 and keep you in eternal life;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant  Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  

 and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.     Isaiah 9.6  

 

 The peace of Christ be always with you.  

All And also with you. 

 

The deacon will informally give directions. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

The table is prepared. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

Celebrant Let us pray 
 

The community prays in silence. 
 

Celebrant Source of light and gladness,  

 accept all we offer on this joyful feast.  

 May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours;    

 for he is Lord now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,    

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who in the mystery of his incarnation 

  was made perfect man 

  of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 

  in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 

 

  Therefore with all the angels of heaven, 

  we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise 

  to proclaim the glory of your name 

 

SANCTUS    
 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

 for the goodness and love 

 you have made known to us in creation; 

 in calling Israel to be your people; 

 in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

 and above all in the Word made flesh, 

 Jesus your Son. 

 

 For in these last days you sent him 

 to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
 In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

 and made us worthy to stand before you. 

 In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

 out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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 On the night he was handed over 

 to suffering and death, 

 a death he freely accepted, 

 our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

 and when he had given thanks to you, 

 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

 and said, “ Take, eat: 

 this is my body which is given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; 

 and when he had given thanks, 

 he gave it to them, 

 and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 

 which is shed for you and for many 

 for the forgiveness of sins. 

 Whenever you drink it, 

 do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All  we remember his death, 

 we proclaim his resurrection, 

 we await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 

 to you, Lord of all; 

 presenting to you, from your creation,   

 this bread and this wine. 

 

 We pray you, gracious God, 

 to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

 that they may be the sacrament 

 of the body of Christ 

 and his blood of the new covenant. 

 Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

 that we, made acceptable in him, 

 may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 

 In the fullness of time,   

 reconcile all things in Christ, 

 and make them new, 

 and bring us to that city of light 

 where you dwell with all your children; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 the firstborn of all creation, 

 the head of the Church, 

 and the author of our salvation;  
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 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 

 now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Celebrant Now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  

 and each in the language in which you pray, we are bold to say,  

All Our Father in heaven,   

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,   

 your will be done,   
 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins   

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

Celebrant  We break the bread of life,  

  and that life is the light of the world. 

All   God here among us,  

  light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 

THE INVITATION 
 

Celebrant Come, not because the Church invites you; 
 It is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here. 

 

 The gifts of God for the people of God  

All Thanks be to God. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  

Communion is shared according to local COVID-19 protocols. 

 

SOLO “O Holy Night” Composed by Adolphe Adams                                                     Jillian Tam, soprano 
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THE CONCLUDING RITE 

 

PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

The community prays in silence.  
 

Celebrant  Father of all,  

All tonight you have united earth and heaven  

 in sending your Son to take our human nature.  

 May we who have tasted heavenly things  

 share in the life of his eternal kingdom.  

 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

All whose power, working in us,  

 can do infinitely more  

 than we can ask or imagine.  

 Glory to God from generation to generation,  

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THE BLESSING 
 

Celebrant May the joy of the angels,  

 the eagerness of the shepherds,  

 the perseverance of the wise men,  

 the obedience of Joseph and Mary,  

 and the peace of the Christ-child  

 be yours this Christmas;  

 and the blessing of God almighty, +the Father, the Son,  

 and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always  

All Amen. 

 

HYMN “Joy to the World”                                                                                                           CP 154 
 

 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

 Let earth receive the King; 

 Let every heart prepare him room, 

 And heaven and nature sing. 

 

 Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 

 Let men glad songs employ; 
 While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 Repeat the sounding joy. 
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 No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 

 Nor thorns infest the ground; 

 He comes to make his blessings flow 

 Far as our sin is found. 

 

 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

 And makes the nations prove 

 The glories of his righteousness, 

 And wonders of his love, 

 

Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.| Music: George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); Public Domain 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

Deacon  Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   

All Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us here at St. Paul’s. 

Feel free to attend and any of our regular worship services.  

 

 

 

 

May the peace of God be with you today and always!      



1130 Jervis Street, Vancouver, BC  V6E 2C7  |  604.685.6832  | stpaulsanglican.bc.ca 

Facebook: FaithfulAnglicans  |  Twitter: @StPaulsWestEnd  |  Instagram: stpaulswestend 

YouTube: https://bit.ly/3h0SWSC 

GIVING MADE EASY 


