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PRELUDE:   From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come (Luther)  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at bap�sm, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh 
among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. Amen. 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflec�on. 

Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with compe��on. We 
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful 
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect 
your love born among us. Amen. 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of 

Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  O, Come, All Ye Faithful 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge 
of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live 
con�nually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE GLORIA 

GREETING 
Pastor:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 



FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

18Samuel was ministering before the L���, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to 
make for him a li�le robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to 
offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the L��� 
repay you with children by this woman for the gi� that she made to the L���”; and then they 
would return to their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel con�nued to grow both in stature and in favor with the L��� and 
with the people. 

Word of God, Word of Life 
People: Thanks Be to God 
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 148 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the L��� from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the L���, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the L���, | sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the L���, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the L���, who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the L��� from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all ca�le, creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 13Let them praise the name of the L���, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The L��� has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the L���. Hallelujah! 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52  
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the fes�val of the Passover. 42And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the fes�val. 43When the fes�val was 
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 
did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. 
Then they started to look for him among their rela�ves and friends. 45When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46A�er three days they found him in the 
temple, si�ng among the teachers, listening to them and asking them ques�ons. 47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw 
him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like 
this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, 
“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and 
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17 

12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and pa�ence. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pon�us Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the 
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrec�on of the body, and the life everlas�ng. Amen.  

SERMON:  Pastor Paul Miller  

Please mail your offering to:   
Church of the Savior 

643 Forest Avenue - Paramus, NJ  07652 
h�ps://churcho�hesavior-lutheran.org/pages/give 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  Bill Vollinger:  What Were the Shepherds Really Doing? 

OFFERING 



Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gi�s: our selves, our �me, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Li� up your hearts. 
We li� them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all �mes and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, 
renewed in the gi� of bap�sm, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 
life, O God,  we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gi�s: freedom from 
cap�vity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 
your Word of life, O God,  we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gi�s within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 



SENDING—WE GO OUT IN JOY TO SHARE GOD’S PEACE 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gi�s of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host 
and our guest. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  Go Tell It On the Mountain 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near.  
Thanks be to God. 



 

LECTORS 

Dec 26 Maggie Harrer 

Jan 2 Dave Johnsrud 

FLOWERS 

Dec 26 For:  Brenda Heydt 
 From: Rudolph W. Heydt, III 

Jan 2 For:   
 From:   

Jan 9 For:  Bea Wing’s 90th Birthday 
  From: The Moderacki’s 

Jan 16 For:   
  From:   

Jan 23 For:   
  From:   

Jan 30 For:  
  From: 


