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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas 
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of 
Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all 
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to 
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are 
claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be 
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to 
all people. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Because the spread of Covid-19 is greatly increased by singing,                 
there will be no singing of the liturgy or the hymns. Even in our                    

silence the meaning of the hymn will be present to us.  
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE        
 

Please kneel or sit 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who sends the word with 
angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace 
on all the earth. 
Amen. 
 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with 
competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We 
are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in 
harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or 
deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among 
us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. + In Christ your sins are 
forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen. 
 

Please stand 
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GATHERING HYMN  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       ELW 283 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O 
come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
              O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest:    Refrain 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.  
Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought 
the nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with 
your glory, and show yourself to all the world through him who is 
the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                               Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her 
because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food 
of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to 
Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 
 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness  
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 
over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and 
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall 
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 
shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  72:1-7, 10-14      READ RESPONSIVELY 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no  
      more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
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13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 

SECOND READING                                       Ephesians 3:1-12   
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known 
through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and 
Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 
 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a 
few words, 

4
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 

understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this 
gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace 
that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through 
faith in him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. We have observed his star at its rising, and have come to  
worship him. Alleluia. (Matt. 2:2) 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                      Matthew 2:1-12  
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor 
a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-
awaited messiah of Israel. 
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1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and  
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’ ” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Let Our Gladness Have No End”          ELW 291 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Let our gladness have no end, Hallelujah! 
for to earth did Christ descend. Hallelujah! 
 

Refrain: On this day God gave us Christ, the Son, to  
       save us; Christ, the Son, to save us. 

 

Prophesied in days of old, Hallelujah! 
God has sent the one foretold. Hallelujah!    Refrain 
 

See the loveliest blooming rose, Hallelujah! 
from the branch of Jesse grows. Hallelujah!   Refrain 
 

Into flesh is made the Word, Hallelujah! 
our true refuge and our Lord. Hallelujah!    Refrain 
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NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout 
time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery 
and majesty of your birth. Send us into the world with your will in our 
hearts and on our lips. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your all-
encompassing love over the cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our 
way and the night sky that invites the earth into slumber. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
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You sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all 
leaders and peoples seek your face, especially when paths are not 
clear, conflicts rage, tyrants oppress, and fear abounds. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

You sent your Spirit to dwell with Paul in prison. Send your Spirit to 
those who are imprisoned and enslaved (especially). Give courage and 
wisdom for building roads that lead to justice and freedom. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 

You sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who 
make similar journeys. Send your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers,  
refugees, and all who journey toward safety. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose 
earthly journey has ended and now dwell with you forever. Give us 
signs of your continual presence until that day when we arise in you. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen.  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 

Please be seated 
 

OFFERTORY    
 

The Ushers will collect the offering 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
 

Please stand 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 
earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to 
receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the 
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and  
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O Holy God:  
you are the Life and Light of all.  
By your powerful word you created all things.  
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the  
nations. 
 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  
He is your Light, shining in our darkness  
and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
(1 Corinthians 11:23b-25) 
 
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and            
rising, and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the 
universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly 
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the  
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,  come, see what God makes 
known for you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”           ELW 295    

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds  
began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, of the things that  
are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin,  
full of grace, by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bore the Savior of our race, and the babe, the world's  
redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 
 

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with  
one accord, whom the voices of the prophets 
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promised in their faithful word; now he shines, the  
long-expected; let creation praise its Lord 
evermore and evermore. 
 

Let the heights of heav'n adore him; angel hosts, his  
praises sing; pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 
and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be  
silent, ev'ry voice in concert ring 
evermore and evermore. 
 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy  
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
and unwearied praises be: honor, glory, and  
dominion, and eternal victory 
evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 

Please stand 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these 
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ  
Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Let All Together Praise Our God”              ELW 287 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Let all together praise our God before the  
highest throne; today God opens heav'n again and  
sends the only Son, and sends the only Son. 
 

From God's right hand the Son descends, is born an  
infant small, and lies in poverty, his bed a  
manger in a stall, a manger in a stall. 
 

O tender Child, you veil in flesh the splendor  
of your might; a servant's garb now wraps the one who  
clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light. 
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  Jackie Bishop 
  Peg Commerer 
  Dorothy Coy  
  Charles Fleming 
  Robert Florig 
                        Evelyn Fuller 
  June Hile 
 
 

            Bernita Killian 
 Jeanne Naugle 
 William Porter 
 Dorothy Railing  
 Betty Reilly 
 All Caregivers  

Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Christopher Suehr  

 

Organist 
Nancy Fogelsanger 

  

Choir Director 
Blaine Shover 

  

Bell Choir Director 
Kathy Kerr 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

  

Youth Director 
Stacy McCole 

  

Preschool Director 
Shirley Perry  

 
  

Your mother feeds you tenderly, sings you a  
lullaby, while angels, hailing David's heir, your  
glory magnify, your glory magnify. 
 

A wonderful exchange you make: you take  
our flesh and blood, and in return give us to share 
the shining realm of God, the shining realm of God. 
 

Unlock the door again today that leads to paradise; 
the angel bars the way no more. 
To God let praises rise, to God let praises rise! 
                             

Please be seated 
 

POSTLUDE 
               
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
Thanks be to God. 
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