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Prelude: In dulci jubilo, J.M. Bach 1648-1694 
Setting:  Darke in F 
 

Gathering Hymn 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels: 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 
2 God of God, 
Light of Light, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
very God, 
begotten, not created:  
 
3 See how the shepherds, 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps:  
 

4 Lo! star-led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 
offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
we to the Christ child 
bring our heart's oblations: 
 
5 Child, for us sinners 
poor and in the manger, 
fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 
who would not love thee, 
loving us so dearly?  
 
6 Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God 
in the highest: 
 
7 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 

 

Adeste Fideles  
Melody probably by J.F. Wade 1711-86 

Latin 18th century 

tr F Oakely 1802-80  

 

The Christmas Story and Blessing of the Creche 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 



 
 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The Blessing of the Creche 
Eternal God, you sent your only begotten Son to take our human nature, and to be born this 
day.  Bless, we pray, this Creche that it may be to us a sign of his humble birth, and grant 
that we who joyfully behold his appearing may be strengthened to greet him when he comes 
again in glory; thourgh Jeus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Gathering of the Community 
All stand. The presiding celebrant greets the community  
 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People And with thy spirit. 
 

Then may be said by the people, 

Almighty God, 
unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Summary of the Law 
Celebrant Our Lord Jesus Christ said: hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; 

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments 



hang all the law and the prophets. 

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts, 
we beseech thee. 

 

Kyrie 
Choir Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 

 (Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy) 
 

The Collect of the Day 

O God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem, may the 
light of faith illumine our hears and shine in our words and deeds; through him who is 
Christ our Saviour; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  
 
A reading from the ninth chapter of the Book of Isaiah, beginning at the second verse: 
 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, and as warriors rejoice when they divide the spoil. 
For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this 
shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

Bidding Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

Response Thanks be to God 
 

  Psalm 95 
O SING unto the LORD a new song; / sing unto the LORD, all the whole earth. 
2 Sing unto the LORD, and praise his Name; / be telling of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his honour among the nations, / and his wonders among all peoples. 



 
 

4 FOR the LORD is great, and cannot worthily be praised; / he is more to be feared than all 
gods. 
5 As for all the gods of the peoples, they are but idols; / but it is the LORD that made the 
heavens. 
6 Honour and majesty are before him: / strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7 ASCRIBE unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the peoples, / ascribe unto the LORD glory 
and power. 
8 Give unto the LORD the honour due unto his Name; / bring presents and come into his 
courts. 
9 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; / let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
10 TELL it out among the nations that the LORD is King; / he hath made the round world so 
fast that it cannot be moved; he shall judge the peoples righteously. 
11 Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; / let the sea make a noise, and all that is 
therein. 
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; / then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the LORD; 
13 For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, / and with righteousness to judge the 
world, and the peoples with his truth. 

 
A reading from the second chapter of the Book of Titus beginning at the 11th verse: 

 
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all, 
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world; 
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; 
Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 
Bidding Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

Response Thanks be to God 

 
Gradual Hymn  

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 
 
2 'Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind); 
'glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 

3 'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 
 
4 'the heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid.' 



5 Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 

6 'All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease.' 

 

Dundee 
Thomas Ravenscroft 1592-1635 

John Morison 1750-98 

 
  Bidding The Lord be with you. 

  Response And with thy spirit. 
  Bidding The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 Response Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first 
made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 

 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they 
that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 



 
 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.   

 

Bidding The Gospel of Christ 

 Response  Praise be to thee, O Christ 

 
Sermon – The Ven. David Selzer 

 

The Prayers of the People    
Response: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Peace 
All stand, and the celebrant addresses the people. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 

Offertory Hymn  
The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They lookèd up and saw a star, 
Shining in the east, beyond them far: 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night:  
 
3 And by the light of that same star, 
Three Wise Men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wheresoever it went:  
 
  

4 This star drew nigh to the north-west; 
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay:  
 
5 Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
Full reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in his presence 
Both gold and myrrh and frankincense:  
 
6 Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought: 

 

The First Noel 
Traditional English Carol 

Anonymous (1838) 

  



The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 

and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God, creator and preserver of all things. 

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came among us in 
our flesh and opened to us the way of  salvation. Now we watch for the day 
when he will come again in power and great triumph to judge this world; 
that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing.  
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name; evermore praising thee and saying: 

Choir Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be 
to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee, almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption; who made  there, by his one oblation of himself once 
offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for 
the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that his precious death, 
until his coming again. 
Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had 
given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this 
is my body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Likewise after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, 

 “Drink ye all, of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, 
with all thy holy Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved 



 
 

Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, and looking for his 
coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this sacrament of the holy 
bread of eternal life and the cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which 
he hath commanded: 

 
All We praise thee, we bless thee, we thank thee, and we pray to thee, 

Lord our God. 
Celebrant And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, 
that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy 
Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy communion may be 
fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Silence 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
All We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in 

our own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
And to drink his blood, That we may evermore dwell in him, And he in 
us.  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Choir O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: grant us thy peace. 

 

 



The Communion 
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Almighty and everliving God, We most heartily thank thee That thou 

dost graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, With the spiritual food 
of the most precious body and blood Of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
Assuring us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; And that we 
are living members of his mystical Body, Which is the blessed company of 
all faithful people; And are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting 
kingdom. 
 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, Ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, To be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. And 
although we are unworthy, Yet we beseech thee to accept this our 
bounden duty and service, Not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offences; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, To whom, with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, World without end.  Amen. 

The celebrant blesses the people. 
 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord: And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
'Christ is born in Bethlehem.' 
Hark, the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 
 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a Virgin's womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
 



 
 

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
 

Mendelssohn  
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 1809-47 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 

George Whitefield 1714-1770 

 

Postlude: Noël Suisse, L.Daquin 1694-1722 

 
 

Preacher: The Ven David Selzer 

 Celebrant:  The Rt Rev’d Michael Oulton 
Organist: Brad Barbeau, Interim Director of Music 

 

Territorial Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that in Kingston we are situated on traditional 

Anishinaabe (Ah-nish-in-ah-bay) and Haudenosaunee (Ho-den-o-show-nee) 
territory.  We are grateful to be able to live, learn and play on these lands. 

 
Christmas Memorial Flowers 

Donated by In Memory of 
George and Theo Bruce The Rev. George and Flo Youmatoff; 

Margot Bruce and Helen Owen 
Gill Cleghorn Harry Cleghorn 
Judith Challis Tom and Carole Challis 

William and Valerie McCready Loved family and friends 
Gillian McNicholas John McNicholas 

Ann and David Miller Selzer Oliver Rothwell 
Carolyn McIntyre Smyth Kathleen Davis Kennedy 
Jim and Barbara Stewart Ron and Mae Stewart; Marion Fuller; 

Clayton Fuller 
Pat Wakeling Alex 

 
The flowers on the High Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Carl 

Redmond by the Flower Guild of St Georges Cathedral. 
 


