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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE 
 

(We Stand) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 
Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We confess our failure 
to welcome this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of 
your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 
Your sins are forgiven in + Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S! 
 
A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants 
and toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the 
right side. 
 
Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 
First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 
If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s 
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 
Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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GATHERING SONG           “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”            ELW 282 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 
FIRST READING        2 Chronicles 24:17-22 
 
17

 Now after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and did obeisance to the king; 
then the king listened to them.  

18
 They abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their  

ancestors, and served the sacred poles and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and  
Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.  

19
 Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the 

LORD; they testified against them, but they would not listen.  
20

 Then the spirit of God took  
possession of Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada; he stood above the people and said to 
them, "Thus says God: Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD, so that you 
cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has also forsaken you."  

21
 But they 

conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the 
house of the LORD.  

22
 King Joash did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah's 

father, had shown him, but killed his son. As he was dying, he said, "May the LORD see and 
avenge!"  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                  Psalm 17:1-9, 15 
 
1 
Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.   

2
 From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right.   

3
 If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me; 

my mouth does not transgress.   
4
 As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.   

5
 My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped.   

6
 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me, hear my words.   

7
 Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek refuge from their  

adversaries at your right hand.   
8
 Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings,   

9
 from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me.  

 

15
 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I shall be satisfied, 

beholding your likeness.  
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SECOND READING           Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-60 
 
8
 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.  

9
 Then 

some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen.   
10

 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.  
11

 Then they  
secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God."  

12
 They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they 

suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council.  13 They set up false 
witnesses who said, "This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law;   
14

 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change 
the customs that Moses handed on to us."  

15
 And all who sat in the council looked intently at 

him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.   
7:1 

Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?"  
2
 And Stephen replied: 

51
 "You stiff-

necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just 
as your ancestors used to do.  

52
 Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They 

killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his  
betrayers and murderers.  

53
 You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and 

yet you have not kept it."  
54

 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground 
their teeth at Stephen.  

55
 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory 

of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  
56

 "Look," he said, "I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!"  

57
 But they covered their ears, 

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  58 Then they dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 
Saul.  

59
 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  

60
 Then 

he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he 
had said this, he died.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 23:34-39 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 23rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, “

34
 Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill 

and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town,  
35

 so that 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to 
the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the 
altar.  

36
 Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.  

37
 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 

city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to  
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing!  

38
 See, your house is left to you, desolate.  

39
 For I tell you, you will not see me again 

until you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jason 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           “By All Your Saints”            ELW 420 

 
By all your saints still striving, for all your saints at rest, 

your holy name, O Jesus, forevermore be blessed! 
For you arose victorious that they might wear the crown 
and share the light of glory reflected from your throne. 

 
All praise for Stephen, martyr, who saw you ready stand 
to help in time of torment, to plead at God's right hand. 

O Jesus, born to save us, grant us discerning sight, 
that true till death we serve you and witness to your light  

 
Give praise to God Almighty, and worship God the Son, 

and sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One, 
till all the ransomed number fall down before the throne, 

and honor, pow'r, and glory ascribe to God alone. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 
Anthem          "The First Silent Night"       Ruth Elaine Schram 
 

The first Noel, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

On that first silent night, on that first holy night, when all was calm and all was bright,  
the shepherds heard the angels sing, announcing the birth of the heavenly King. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

The first Noel, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY SONG 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
THE PREFACE 
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THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the head of the aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn           “What Child Is This”              LBW 40 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, the peace of the Christ child, and 
may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG            “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”            ELW 288 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news that Christ is born! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
IN LIEU OF ALTAR FLOWERS today our sanctuary is adorned with red poinsettias that 
are given in honor and memory of loved ones of the congregation. 
 
 
 
 
The Poinsettias used to enhance our worship services today may be picked up after  
service or this afternoon.  The church will be open on the circular driveway side from 1:30–5PM. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Sandy Shealy, Reuben Eargle, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler; 
 (11:00) Roy Welch, Rick Swaffield, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper 
Readers: (8:30) Eric Dickey; (11:00) Myra Strock 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Craig Wheatley; (11:00) Myra Strock 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Weston Hill [C] Cameron Moore; 
   (11:00) [A] Aaron Head [C] Zachary Head 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director  Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist 
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director  Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton   Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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