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St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church, Burnaby 

 

Holy Eucharist with Zoom Option 

Christmas Eve 

Friday, Dec 24, 2021  

7:00 PM 

 
 

I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; 
 for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2.10–11 

 
Christmas card made by Jan Holisky 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Words of Welcome, Announcements, & a Territorial Acknowledgment 
 

~ YOU MAY STAND FOR THE OPENING HYMN & PRAYERS. ~ 

 CAROL    CP153 “Good Christians All Rejoice”   

1 Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Listen now to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today; 
Christ is born today! 
 

2 Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Hear the news of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this; 
he has opened heaven's door 
and we are blessed for evermore! 
Christ was born for this; 
Christ was born for this! 
 

3 Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Now you need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save: 
come at his most gracious call 
to find salvation, one and all! 
Christ was born to save; 
Christ was born to save! 

 
Presider:   Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began 
  And came into the world to save us.  
  Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness, 
  You shine with the Father’s love and illumine the whole universe. 
  Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you shared our humanity. 
All:    Let heaven and earth shout their praise.  
 

Presider:   With all the voices of heaven, we celebrate the coming of our Saviour  
All:  Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 
 

Presider:   With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at his birth.  
All:  Praise and honour and glory to you, O Lord most high.  
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Presider: Almighty God,  
All:  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Presider: Tonight is Christmas Eve. In the weeks leading up to today, we have lit  

candles for hope, peace, joy, and love. Tonight, we celebrate the coming 
of Christ into the world and we light the Christ candle. 

 

~ THE CANDLES ARE LIT. ~ 
 

Presider: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true  
light. May the birth of the Holy Child in Bethlehem light our faith, illumine 
our hearts, and shine in our words and deeds.  
 

 CAROL   CP135  refrain only “Shepherds in the Field Abiding” 
   
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

The Collect of the Day  
Presider:        Let us pray.  
All:   God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the 

coming of your Son. Remove those things which hinder love of you, 
that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Christmas Story 
~YOU MAY SIT FOR THE READINGS.~ 

 

Reading One – Luke 2:1-4      read by: Ella  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 
  
                       

~MARY & JOSEPH WITH THEIR DONKEY ARE BROUGHT TO THE CRECHE.~ 
 
 



 
4 

 

 CAROL   CP121  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 

3 How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous Gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of God's heaven! 
No ear may hear his coming 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

Reading Two – Luke 2:5-7      read by: Sommy 

Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 

~BABY JESUS IS BROUGHT TO THE CRECHE.~ 
~THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CANDLES ON THE ALTAR ARE LIT~ 
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 CAROL    CP126  “Away in a Manager”   

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

Reading Three – Luke 2:8-14      read by: Ella 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favours!” 
 

~ANGELS ARE BROUGHT TO THE CRECHE.~ 

 CAROL  SB91  “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”   
 

Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 
 

3 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
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Reading Four – Luke 2:15-20      read by: Sienna 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
 

~SHEPHERDS, SHEEP, AND ANY REMAINING FIGURINES ARE BROUGHT TO THE CRECHE.~ 
 

 CAROL  CP118  “O Come, All you Faithful”   
 

1  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2  God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created:   [Refrain] 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest:  [Refrain] 

4  See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;  [Refrain] 

Reflection        The Rev. Ruth Monette 

 
Prayers of the People        

   
~ FOR THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, YOU MAY SIT, STAND, OR KNEEL.~ 

  
Leader: On this Holy Night, we join together to offer our praise and prayers to God. 

In silence or aloud, we speak the cares of hearts. 
 

 [Prayer requests are added] 
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  In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe,  
  saying, “God, grant us peace.” 
 

  By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel,  
  hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and 
  magi, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of 

Nazareth, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace.  Amen.  

 

 CAROL   CP137  “What Child is This”   

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear: for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading.  [Refrain] 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him.  [Refrain] 



 
8 

 

Prayer over the Gifts   
Presider: Let us pray:  
All:  Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast.  

May we grow in him who unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord now 
and for ever.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 
 

Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

Presider:      Blessed are you, gracious God, 
  creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in the mystery of his incarnation 
was made perfect man 
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 
in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven, 
we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise 
To proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

 Sanctus   CP732  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presider: We give you thanks, Father,  
  through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,  
  whom you sent in this end of ages  
  to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  
 

  He is your Word, inseparable from you,  
  through whom you created all things,  
  and in whom you take delight.  
  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  
  He there took on our nature and our lot  
  and was shown forth as your Son,  
  born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  
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  He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will  
  and won for you a holy people, 
  he stretched out his hands in suffering  
  in order to free from suffering those who trust in you.  
 

  He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,  
  in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,  
  to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,  
  to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,  
  taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:  
  “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.  
  Do this for remembrance of me.”  +  
 

  In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,  
  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  + 
 

  Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,  
  we take this bread and cup,  
  giving you thanks that you have made us worthy  
  to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  
 

  Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;  
  gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  
  fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,  
  that we may praise and glorify you  
  through your Son Jesus Christ;  
  through whom all glory and honour are yours,  
  almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  
  in your holy church, both now and forever.  
All:   Amen.  
 

  The Lord’s Prayer           SGP: 12 
   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  

 

The Breaking the Bread 
Presider:  We break the bread of life, 
  and that life is the light of the world. 
All:  God here among us, 
  light in the midst of us, 
  bring us to light and life. 
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Presider: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
All:   Thanks be to God.  

 

The Communion  
 

THOSE ATTENDING ON ZOOM WILL SAY THIS  
PRAYER TOGETHER.  
 
IF YOU ARE ATTENDING IN-PERSON, BUT ARE 

NOT RECEIVING COMMUNION AT THIS TIME, YOU 

MAY ALSO WISH TO SAY THE FOLLOWING 

PRAYER.   
  

In union, O God, with all your faithful 
people gathered wherever the eucharist 
is celebrated this day, I offer you praise 
and thanksgiving for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption 
given to us through the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ, and for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory.  
I pray you come into my heart, my soul 
and my mind. Let nothing separate me 
from you. May I serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your 
promised reign of justice and peace; 
through Christ and in the unity of the 
Spirit. Amen.  
  

 

  CAROL    CP140  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and we amid our wars hear not the words of peace they bring; 
O listen now, and still your strife to hear the angels sing. 

AT THIS TIME, HOLY COMMUNION IS 

OFFERED IN ONE KIND ONLY.    

 

PLEASE COME FORWARD TO THE STEP 

BEFORE THE ALTAR TO RECEIVE. WE BEGIN 

FROM THE PULPIT SIDE OF THE CHURCH 

AND THEN THE STREET SIDE. BE ATTENTIVE 

TO PHYSICAL DISTANCING AS YOU MOVE 

WITHIN THE SPACE. TO RECEIVE, EXTEND 

BOTH HANDS, ONE ON TOP OF THE OTHER 

SO THAT THE WAFER MAY BE PLACED ON 

YOUR PALM. RETURN TO YOUR SEAT 

BEFORE REMOVING YOUR MASK AND 

EATING YOUR WAFER. 

 

IF YOU WOULD PREFER A BLESSING 

INSTEAD, PLEASE ASK FOR ONE. IF YOU CAN 

NOT MOVE EASILY IN THE SPACE AND WANT 

COMMUNION BROUGHT TO YOU, PLEASE 

ALERT A GREETER OR WAVE AT THE PRIEST.  
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4 And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow; 
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 

5 For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider: Let us pray: 
All:  Father of all, tonight you have united earth and heaven in sending 

your Son to take our human nature. May we who have tasted 
heavenly things share in the life of his eternal kingdom.  We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Doxology 
Presider: Glory to God, 
All:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 
  than we can ask or imagine. 
  Glory to God from generation to generation, 
  in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.    
  Amen. 
 

+ Blessing 
Presider: Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly 
  and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you  
  partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of the One Holy  
  and Undivided Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, rest on you this holy  
  night and remain with you now and always. 
 

 

 CAROL    CP119  “Silent Night” 

1 Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night! Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! Christ the Saviour is born! 
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3 Silent night! Holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face,  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 

Dismissal 
 
Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 

ST STEPHEN THE MARTYR DEPENDS ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. AS WE ARE 

BLESSED BY YOUR GENEROSITY, WE SEEK TO SHARE THAT BLESSING. FROM YOUR CHRISTMAS 

CONTRIBUTIONS, WE WILL BE FORWARDING 50% OF ALL RECEIVED (UP TO $250) TO THE GREATER 

VANCOUVER FOOD BANK TO SUPPORT THEIR WORK IN BURNABY. OFFERING PLATES ARE AT THE REAR OF 

THE CHURCH AND ON THE SIDE ALTAR AS YOU GO INTO THE PARISH HALL.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Address: 9887 Cameron St, Burnaby BC V3J 1M3                    Rector: The Rev. Ruth Monette 
Web: www.StStephenburnaby.ca                               Student-in-Training: Claude St-Denis  
General Email: info@ststephenburnaby.ca    Music Director: Ugo Onwujiobi 
Thrift Shop Email:  thriftshop@ststephenburnaby.ca   Parish Administrator: Lois Holmlund 
Telephone: 604-421-0472      Wardens: Esther Hizsa, Pat Numata, &             
Office hours: Wednesdays & Thursdays 12:00-4:00 PM  Valerie Krause  
Emails and voice messages checked daily.    

 
 

http://www.ststephenburnaby.ca/
mailto:info@ststephenburnaby.ca
mailto:thriftshop@ststephenburnaby.ca

