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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 If you’re a newcomer among us, we’d love to hear from you and be able 
to keep in touch! There are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul 
and expand your spirit. Try one out. You never know—you just might be 
home! 
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The 1st Sunday in Christmastide: A Service of Lessons & Carols 
Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person 
of Jesus Christ then and now.  Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with 
the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the 
world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of 
our God.”  O come, let us adore! 
 
Prelude 
 
Acclamation 
 One: Light looked down and saw shadows. 
 Many: “I will go there,” said Light. 
 One: Peace looked down and saw war. 
 Many: “I will go there,” said Peace. 
 One: Love looked down and saw hatred. 
 Many: “I will go there,” said Love. 
 One: So he—the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the King of Love— 

came down and crept in beside us. 
 
* Hymn — “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” Voices United #36 
 
* Bidding Prayer 
 One: Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear again 

the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem 
and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the loving purposes of 
God from the first of days unto the glorious redemption brought us by this 
Holy Child. 
 But first, in the spirit of the God who so loves the world as to take 
human form, let us pray for the needs of the whole world.  Let us remember 
especially those whose lives are disrupted by forces beyond their control.  Let 
us have on our hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and 
despair; let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ our light. 
 Let us pray for expectant parents, as new life grows within, holding 
before God their hopes and fears, the anticipation of pain, and the 
expectation of joy.  Let us think especially of those who have not chosen their 
state, wondering how they will cope, unsure about the reaction of family and 
friends, wondering about the part they should play, fearing responsibility 
and commitment, tempted to run away. 
 Let us pray for those who cannot have children, to whom the story of 
Mary’s cousins Elizabeth and Zechariah must seem at once hopeful, far-
fetched, and frustrating. 
 Giving thanks for those whose lives have changed for the better, let us 
pray for those who still need to be lifted up, who are hungry and need good 
things, for those who are denied basic freedoms, housing, healthcare, and 
education. 
 Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but 
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the 
Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 
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 These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, 
in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 

 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in Heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together 
 

I. 
 
Scripture Reading — Isaiah 11:1-9  pew bibles OT p. 640 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal 
line (the stump of Jesse).  Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with 
perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful 
coexistence. 

 
Hymn — “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Voices United #8 
 

II. 
 
Scripture Reading — Isaiah 35:1-10  pew bibles OT p. 663 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous 
procession to Zion.  God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which 
health and wholeness will be restored.  There is no need for fear, for God is 
coming to save. 

 
Hymn — “Joy to the World”  Voices United #59 – vv. 2-4 
 

III. 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:1-7   pew bibles NT p. 25 

The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day.  God’s greatest 
gift comes as a baby in a manger. 

 
Hymn — “He Is Born (Il est né)”  Voices United #50 – vv. 1 & 2 
 

IV. 
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:8-14   pew bibles NT p. 58 

Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of 
peace.   

 
Hymn — “There’s a Star in the East (Rise Up, Shepherd)” Voices United #70 
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V. 
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:15-20   pew bibles NT p. 58 

The glory of God is revealed to poor shepherds, who witness what has come to 
pass and share the good news with others. 

 
Hymn — “Angels We Have Heard on High” Voices United #38 

 
VI. 

 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:22-40  pew bibles NT p. 59 

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to 
Judaism.  His family is devout in its observance of the law and, moreover, Jesus 
himself is recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel. 

 
Responding with our Gifts  
 

Many ways to give!  We welcome your offering in the way that works 
for you:  by cash or cheque in the offering plates located at the 
entrances, through automatic monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized 
Remittance (contact the church office to enrol), by free eTransfer from 
your bank account (to cloverdalepastoralcharge@gmail.com), or by 
credit card via CanadaHelps.org (service fees apply).  Want to give 
right now but don’t have cash or cheque?  Scan the QR Code  to be 
taken to our CanadaHelps page. 
 

An Offering Thought: 
How did the gifts you received this Christmas make a difference in your life? 
What about the gifts you gave? 

 
Solo — “In the Bleak Midwinter” by Harold Darke Matthew Emery, tenor 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, 
a breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay; 

enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, 
the ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

 

— Christina Georgia Rossetti 
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VII. 
 
Scripture Reading — John 1:1-18  pew bibles NT p. 91 

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all 
things were created.  This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the 
world. 

 
* Hymn — “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Voices United #61 – vv. 1-5 
 

❧ 
 
* Affirmation of Faith  from “A Song of Faith” (2006) 
 Many: We find God made known in Jesus of Nazareth, 

and so we sing of God the Christ, the Holy One embodied. 
 

We sing of Jesus, 
 a Jew, 
 born to a woman in poverty 
 in a time of social upheaval 
 and political oppression. 
He knew human joy and sorrow. 
So filled with the Holy Spirit was he 
that in him people experienced the presence of God among them. 
We sing praise to God incarnate. 
 

Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign— 
 a commonwealth not of domination 
 but of peace, justice, and reconciliation. 
He healed the sick and fed the hungry. 
He forgave sins and freed those held captive 
 by all manner of demonic powers. 
He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender. 
He preached and practised unconditional love— 
 love of God, love of neighbour, 
 love of friend, love of enemy— 
and he commanded his followers to love one another 
 as he had loved them. 
 

Because his witness to love was threatening, 
 those exercising power sought to silence Jesus. 
He suffered abandonment and betrayal, 
 state-sanctioned torture and execution. 
He was crucified. 
 

But death was not the last word. 
God raised Jesus from death, 
 turning sorrow into joy, 
 despair into hope. 
We sing of Jesus raised from the dead. 
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We sing hallelujah. 
 

By becoming flesh in Jesus, 
 God makes all things new. 
In Jesus’ life, teaching, and self-offering, 
 God empowers us to live in love. 
In Jesus’ crucifixion, 
 God bears the sin, grief, and suffering of the world. 
In Jesus’ resurrection, 
 God overcomes death. 
Nothing separates us from the love of God. 
 

The Risen Christ lives today, 
 present to us and the source of our hope. 
In response to who Jesus was 
 and to all he did and taught, 
 to his life, death, and resurrection, 
 and to his continuing presence with us through the Spirit, 
we celebrate him as 
 the Word made flesh, 
 the one in whom God and humanity are perfectly joined, 
 the transformation of our lives, 
the Christ. 

 
* Hymn — “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Voices United #48 – vv. 1 & 2 
 
* Charge and Benediction 
 

 * RESPONSE — “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Voices United #48 – vv. 3 
 
* Postlude  
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Other news and notes 

Church Office: Please note that the church offices will be closed December 25th 
through January 2nd.  In the event of a pastoral emergency, the Reverend Janice Young of 
Peninsula United Church in South Surrey is on-call; she can be reached by email 
janice@peninsulaunited.com or by calling Peninsula United Church at 604-531-2979. 
 

It’s the end of the year as we know it… so help us feel fine!  A quick reminder 
that Friday, December 31st, is the deadline for making contributions to Cloverdale 
United Church to be included in your 2021 charitable giving tax calculations.  As 
you make your decisions about end-of-the-year giving, consider a special end-of-
the-year donation toward the mission and ministry of CUC!  (And for CUC leaders 
and volunteers, remember that December 31st is also the deadline for submitting any last 
reimbursements or other expenses for payment in 2021.) 

Special Election Meeting of the Cloverdale UCW: Sunday, January 9, following 
CUC Sunday morning worship.  Our congregation’s chapter of the United Church 
Women will be convening a special business meeting on Sunday, January 9, 2022, 
following Sunday morning worship, for the purposes of electing a new President 
and Vice-President.  Tina Thomlinson has offered to sit as President and Kim 
Forbes as Vice-President; the vote of the UCW membership is necessary, however, 
to make this official.   All United Church Women members are asked to be in 
attendance if possible. 

New ELL classes begin the week of January 10th: We welcome both students 
and volunteers to join the next season of ELL classes, which is an opportunity to 
learn English and expand the relationship of the Christian community. 
– Group 1 - Daily Conversation: Mon. 9:30-11:30 & Sun. 9:30-10:20  
– Group 2 - English - Basic course: Tues. 9:20-11:20  
– Group 3 - Parenting Program - Mother wise, 'Wisdom':  Tues. 11:40-1:40 & Sun. 

9:00-9:55 
– Group 4 - English - Intermediate course: Fri. 9:30-11:30 & Sun. 9:30-10:20 
– Group 5 - Free talking: Sun. 9:00-9:55 
If you want to volunteer or if you have any questions, please contact the Intercultural 
Ministry Coordinator, Chohee Won (chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca) 
 

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Interim Children & Youth Leader Sarah Zezchuk – sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland (on maternity leave) 
 Office Administrator (vacant) – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 


