
Order for Worship 

December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve – Family Service 3 PM 

Communion 

Theme: Invited Home 

 

+ GATHERING + 

 

PRELUDE  

The Coventry Carol – Traditional 

 
c. 1984 Warner Bros. Inc. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

I Saw Three Ships – setting by Dale Wood 

 
c. 1998 The Sacred Music Press 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head – setting by John Jacob Niles 

Kevin Shanely, tenor 
 

c. 1935, 1944 (renewed) G. Schirmer, Inc. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

WELCOME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

An unmarried teenage girl was invited— 

to carry Christ into this world. 

An ordinary carpenter was invited— 

to be a father to a child unlike any other. 

The shepherds were invited— 

outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 

And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited— 

then we can trust that we too are invited. 

This story is for us. 

This love is for us. 

Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. 

 

CAROL ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the king of angels: 

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 



Glory to God in the highest: 

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
Text and music attrib. John Francis Wade 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Please join me in prayer. 

 

Holy God, 

you throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out. However, 

instead of running toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this faith. We hold our 

breath. We play it safe. We struggle to believe that a love so unfettered, so unfiltered, could 

be for us. As a result, we often deny this worth for ourselves and others. Forgive us for 

ignoring your invitation to be the people you call us to be. Forgive us for the ways in which 

we hold back from deeper connection to you or withhold your radical love from others. 

Open our ears to not only hear your invitation, but to trust that this good news exists even 

for us. Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

Family of faith, even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love others as 

we should, God still loves us. That door never closes. So hear and believe this good news: 

God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life.  

God forgives us when we lose our way and invites us deeper every step of the way.  

We are loved, invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

CAROL ELW 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, incarnate deity! 

Please as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
Text:  Charles Wesley 

Music:  Felix Mendelssohn, arr. William H. Cummings 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

In God’s house, there is hope— 

For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are. 

Light the candle of hope. 

 



In God’s house, there is peace— 

For all that separates us from God falls away. 

Light the candle of peace. 

 

In God’s house, there is joy— 

Because God created music, and coffee, and dance floors, and laughter that is contagious, 

and endless rounds of peek-a-boos with babies; and if those things have God’s fingerprints, 

then God’s house surely exudes joy. 

Light the candle of joy. 

 

In God’s house, there is love— 

Because God is love, from start to finish, and that love exists for us all. 

Light the candle of love. 

 

And in the center of our hope, 

In the center of our peace, 

In the center of our joy, 

In the center of our love, is God—who came to this earth to dwell among us. 

So today we light the Christ candle, for God’s love just could not stay away. 

Light the Christ candle. 

 

Welcome home, child of God,  

Jesus, the Son of God, who brings to us God’s love. 

 

CAROL ELW 253 He Came Down 

 

He came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Text: Cameroon traditional 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, we’ve heard this story a million times—Mary and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds. 

We’ve heard it a million times, but we want to hear it like it’s the first. So move among us. 

Circle back. Draw close. Crack open our hearts and fill them with your goodness. Help us to hear 

what it is you might be saying to us with curiosity, joy, and hope. This is an invitation. Come be 

here with us. Gratefully we pray.  Amen 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR       “O Come, Little Children” and “The Friendly Beasts”  

arr. James D. Kimball 

 
c. 1993 James D. Kimball 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 

 



+ WORD + 

 

CAROL ELW 279  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

CAROL ELW 281 Silent Night  

 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” 

and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 

her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 



wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

CAROL ELW 300   The First Noel  

 The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain    

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

CALL TO OFFERING 

 

If you gave your offering online, mailed it to the church or dropped it in the basket on your way 

into worship – thank you.  Please feel free to get up during the musical offering and present your 

offering to the basket in the front of the space or in the narthex.. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Alleluia, Christ is Born (with What Child is this) 

– Twila Paris, arr. Joseph Linn 

Cathy Texter, soprano 

 
c. 1989 Ariose Music/Mountain Spring Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, to take up space, to 

go where we feel called, and to allow this community to feel like home.  So use these gifts to 

keep building your home here. With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. Amen. 
 

+ MEAL + 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

May the God of silent nights be with you! 

May the God of herald angels be with you! 

Open your hearts to the One born in the little town of Bethlehem. 

May Emmanuel come to abide in our hearts. 

Join all believers in singing of our joy this night. 

May our voices blend with those of the angels and shepherds. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

May the body and blood of Jesus in the bread and wine we shared fill you with hope, peace, joy 

and love, overflowing into the lives of those around you.  Amen 

 

+ SENDING + 

 

BLESSING 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  

the obedience of Joseph,  

the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds,  

and the peace of the Christ child.  

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

bless you now and forever.  Amen.  

 

CAROL ELW 289 Angels we have heard on High 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains, 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace and celebrate the birth of Christ among us! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Christmas Voluntary – William Billings, arr. Jon Spong 

 
c. 1968 Abingdon Press 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

Advent liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC| sanctifiedart.org.   

 

 

Merry Christmas 

From the staff at St. John’s: Pastor Becky, Ben,  

Bob, Missy, Jamie and Vikki  

  

 

The church office will be close on Monday and Tuesday, December 27 and 28. 

Help Requested to clean up Luminaries: Everyone is welcome to join the Youth Group 

members and families as we clean up the luminaries following the service on Sunday, December 

26th. 

POINSETTIAS We have  several 7” poinsettias that are available for purchase at $12/each.  

They will be available for pick up after the 7pm service. 

Poinsettias 

  

A poinsettia is given in memory of Richard Walp by his wife, Ruth. 

Two poinsettias are given in honor and memory of all loved ones by Jim and Kathy Fitser. 

A poinsettia is given in memory of  John Dzurenda and all loved ones by Mary Jane Dzurenda. 

A poinsettia is given in honor of Diane Appold’s special birthday by the SE gang. 

A poinsettia is given in honor of all military personnel who are not able to home with their 

families by Chris and Diane Appold. 

  

 



New Member Small Group Interested in becoming a member of St. John’s Lutheran 

Church?  A new member small group will be offered in the beginning of 2022.  The small group 

will meet after the 9:30 AM Sunday worship service on January 16, 30 and February 13.  New 

members will then be formally received into the community during the 9:30 AM worship service 

on Sunday, February 20. 

If you are interested in being part of the new members small group, please let Pastor Becky know 

by January 9th. 

  

  

Help us feed our neighbors! 

St. John’s will host the First Monday Community Dinner at Pennsburg UCC on January 3rd. 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare and serve the food, as well as donate items for the meal. 

To see the list of items needed and to volunteer click here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaeac23a1f9c16-first  

  

 


