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GENEROSITY, 
 

Family time, and love 

   

by Paula Esteves 

 

Wow!  What a difference a year makes!  Despite 

the uncertainty of the Omicron variant, this Christ-

mas is feeling very different, largely due to vac-

cination rates, the return of in-person church ser-

vices, and regulations that allow families and 

friends to finally be together.  Hallelujah! 

 

I, for one, am looking forward to a return to some 

traditions that I’ve enjoyed for some 

years...Christmas Eve dinner with dear friends, a 

celebratory Christmas lunch with my Mah-jong 

group (yes, playing several games is included!),  

Christmas baking with my nephew while listening 

to Christmas carols, and the in-person Christmas 

morning service!  New to my Christmas celebra-

tions—the highlight is the joy of sharing Alice’s 

first Christmas.   

 

What is Contact celebrating?   

 

In general, our contributors...all of them over the 

past 15 years!  Contact is nothing without you!  

Thank you for always exceeding expectations!    

 

More particularly... 

 

This issue of Contact seeks to celebrate generosity, 

family time, and love—hallmarks of the Christmas 

season.   

 

Contact celebrates generosity in several articles—

John Bradley reminds us of the principles of gener-

osity (p. 26), Louise van Woelderen reminds us of 

the work of PWRDF worldwide due to the im-

mense  generosity of so many (p. 17), and Brian 

Kreps and David Savage discuss possibilities for 

CCC to enhance our community engagement ef-

forts; efforts that embody generosity to those most 

in need  (p.15).  

 

You’ll find thoughts on family time sprinkled 

throughout, including the five stories under the 

headline of Christmas Memories and Reflections 

(starting on p.30) and Sue Crowe Connolly’s short 

story Awaiting Christmas (p.24). 

 

And where is love in this issue?  It’s every-

where...you just have to look for it! 

 

A final thought:  Christmas has always been a time 

of heightened emotions and expectations.  On a 

personal note, that translates to experiencing a mix 

of tremendous joy and tremendous grief—the joy is 

easily shared with others, the grief...not so much.   

 

There are many for whom Christmas will be im-

mensely painful—those who have lost a special 

person in their life, those who are isolated and 

alone, those who are displaced, and those who are 

homeless, to mention a few.  Please take a moment 

to keep those in grief and pain in your prayers and 

to give those who are grieving the space to not be 

OK. 

 

May you and your family enjoy the blessedness of 

the Christmas season! ■ 

 FROM THE EDITOR 
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For I am confident of this, that the one who began 

a good work among you will bring it to completion 

by the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1.5).  

 

We begin a new Church year as we celebrate the 

First Sunday of Advent.  It is a season that can 

sometimes seem a non-event, perhaps because it 

gets lost in the mix of our frenetic preparations for 

Christmas.  And yet, the Church in a real sense is 

always in Advent, living the tension of the 

‘already’ (Jesus has come) and the ‘not-yet’ (Jesus 

will come again).  We find ourselves in ‘the be-

tween time’; the time between Jesus’ first coming 

in his extraordinary humility as a baby born in a 

barn in Bethlehem, and second coming in great 

glory at the end of the age.  Advent is a season of 

memory and hope.  We remember God’s faithful-

ness to God’s creation, and we anticipate the ful-

fillment of God’s promise to restore God’s crea-

tion.  We remember how God made good on God’s 

promise in the life of Christ, in whom God’s reign 

was revealed.  We hope for the coming of God’s 

reign in all its fullness, even as we acknowledge 

that there is deep resistance to, even defiance of 

God’s reign.  So, Advent can be an unsettling time.  

We give voice to our heart-felt longing for the 

healing and restoration of our broken and divided 

world.   
 

Advent is a season when we recall that Christian 

memory and Christian hope go hand-in-hand.  It is 

what makes Christian hope so different from mere 

optimism.  Christian hope draws on the deep well 

of God’s faithfulness to us in the past.  There is so 

much happening in our world today that can eat 

away at God’s gift of hope to us – a relentless pan-

demic, exhausted healthcare workers, and glaring 

inequities in vaccine distribution; senseless acts of 

violence perpetrated against innocent bystanders, 

as happened at a Christmas parade in Wauheska, 

Wisconsin; the devastating effects of climate catas-

trophe on those who are most vulnerable, as seen in 

the recent flooding in BC.  It is good and important 

that we look back in our own lives at what God has 

brought us through to be where we are today!  We 

have weathered storms, the intensity of which may 

only be known to God and us alone.  And God has 

used these trials to strengthen our confidence that 

what God has done for us before, God will most 

surely do again.  Remember what St. Paul wrote 

‘… we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurance pro-

duces character, and character produces hope, and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love 

has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit (Rom. 5.1-5).  Christian memory and Chris-

tian hope are what anchor us amidst all the strug-

gles and stresses of this torn and tender world we 

inhabit.  
 

St. Francis de Sales penned these words about hope 

almost 400 years ago:  ‘Do not look forward in fear 

to the changes in life; rather look to them with full 

hope, that as they arise, God, whose very own you 

are, will lead you safely through all things; and 

when you cannot stand it, God will carry you in his 

arms.’  

(Continued on bottom of page 5) 
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As we stand on the threshold of another Church 

year, may God empower us to live in the spirit of 

Advent, remembering God’s promises to us and 

how God has intervened already in our lives, and 

living and longing in hope for when his presence 

fills all in all.  Let’s ask God to cultivate his gift of 

memory and hope in us.  ‘May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit’ (Rom. 15.13).  

 

A blessed Advent and Christmastide to you and to 

your loved ones. ■ 

(Continued from page 4) 

CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24 

 

4:30 p.m Family Eucharist & Crèche  Blessing   
Presider: The Very Rev. Dr. Tim Dobbin 

Storyteller:  The Rev. Canon J. Lefebvre 
 

8:30 p.m. Congregational Carols  

Animator:  Michael Bloss 
 

9 p.m. Holy Eucharist  

Presider & Preacher:  The Right Rev. Susan Bell 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY- December 25   
 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist   
Presider & Preacher:  The Very Rev. Dr. Tim Dobbin 

 

CHRISTMAS ONE - December 26   

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist at  
Presider:  The Very Rev. Dr. Tim Dobbin 

Preacher:  The Venerable Lynne Marchant 

 One service only 
 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY - January 2 

Holy Eucharist at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Presider & Preacher:  The Rev. Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall 

 Return to Table of Contents 
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PEACEFUL CAROL 
 

Belies Jesus’reality 
 

    by Sharyn Hall  

 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

In 1865, an Episcopalian minister named Phillips 

Brooks (1835-93) went on an extensive tour of the 

Holy Land.  On the day before Christmas, he trav-

elled by horseback from Jerusalem to the small vil-

lage of Bethlehem.  In the evening, people gathered 

at the Church of the Nativity, which is believed to 

mark the place where Jesus was born.  The worship 

service began at 10 pm and lasted until 3 am.  Dur-

ing that starry night, Brooks had a view of Bethle-

hem that he never forgot. 
 

Three years later, when he was pastor of Holy Trin-

ity Church in Philadelphia, he remembered that im-

age of Bethlehem as he wrote the lyrics of a new 

carol for children in his parish. 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see 

thee lie, 

Above the deep and dreamless sleep, the silent 

stars go by. 
 

In 1868, Brooks asked his organist, Lewis Redner 

(1831-1908) to create a simple tune for this carol so 

that children could easily learn it.  Redner struggled 

to find the right melody in time for Christmas, but 

one night he awoke suddenly with the answer.  

Redner always claimed that the tune was a gift 

from heaven.  The carol was popular with both 

children and adults in the congregation and was 

published in 1874 for wider distribution. 
 

In the United States, Redner’s tune is generally 

used for this carol, but in Britain, the more familiar 

musical setting is from the English Hymnal of 

1906.  Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958) 

adapted the melody of an English folk ballad, The 

Ploughboy’s Dream, to Brooks’ lyrics and called 

the tune Forest Green.  Both versions are included 

in our Canadian Common Praise hymnal (120,121). 
 

The carol begins with a description of a peaceful 

town at night when the streets are dark with the ex-

ception of one unusual light. The last line of the 

first verse suggests that the everlasting light will be 

with us as we deal with the hopes and fears of the 

past and the present.  The first three verses of the 

carol describe the response of the world to the birth 

of the Holy Child – the angels, the stars, and the 

blessings of God’s heaven to human hearts.  The 

last verse is a prayer to the Holy Child to come to 

us and abide with us as Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

Initially the carol had five verses, but Brooks omit-

ted the original fourth verse.  That verse is interest-

ing because it draws attention to the universal 

needs of people in God’s world. 
 

Where children pure and happy 

Pray to the blessed Child, 

Where misery cries out to thee, 

Son of the Mother mild; 

Where Charity stands watching 

And Faith holds wide the door, 

The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 

And Christmas comes once more. 
 

This verse describes the reality of hardship and 

misery in human lives and the message of Jesus for 

charity, faith, and the recurring hope of Christmas. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The idyllic picture of Bethlehem in this carol is not 

like the picture we have in the gospel of Luke.  When 

Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the town was 

crowded with travellers who were forced to comply 

with the Roman census.  Joseph tried to find shelter 

where Mary could rest after their long journey.  As 

Luke tells us, there was no room at the inn, so they 

settled in a warm stable and the baby was laid in a 

manger of hay. 
 

This humble beginning of the Holy Child foreshad-

ows his role with the oppressed Hebrew people living 

in Judea.  He was not born into wealth or social status 

or the central city of Jerusalem where the powerful 

leaders of the Temple dictated the rules of the day.  

From the beginning, Jesus was an outsider, and he 

was surrounded in Bethlehem by the multicultural 

world of his time because all people, regardless of 

race or religion, obeyed the Roman overlords. 
 

God sent Jesus into a world as diverse and tense as 

our world today.  Bethlehem now is a town of about 

28,000 people.  It is located on the West Bank and 

governed by Palestinians, but the territory is disputed 

by the Israeli government.  The people of Bethlehem 

reflect its long history of control by Jews, Jordanians, 

the British, and others.  The result is a great mixture 

of cultures and races.  Economically the town de-

pends on tourism, especially in the Manger Square 

where Christians come to see the birthplace of Jesus.  

This Square is a visual symbol of the religious histo-

ry and fragile peace of the Holy Land.  The Manger 

Square is encircled by the 6th century Church of the 

Nativity, the 15th century Church of St. Catherine, 

and the Mosque of Omar built in 1860.   
 

As Christians, we believe that Jesus was God in the 

world with a message of hope and love which trans-

cends the diversity of human society.  Because we 

are loved by God, we are called to care for God’s 

world and for God’s people. ■ 

(Continued from page 6) 

PASSAGES 
 

WEDDING 
 

Nicole & Joshua Thomas  Nov 5 

 

DEATHS 
 

The Rev. Donald Eustace 

September 29—Obituary 
 

Christine Berryman  

October 28—Obituary 
 

Jenny Street  

October 28—Obituary 
 

Charlie Griffiths 

December 1—Obituary 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

Highlighting the  
Cathedral’s  

stained-glass windows. 
 

$1.25 each, $15.00 per dozen  
4 for $5.00 or 8 for $10.00  

 

A VISUAL TOUR OF CHRIST’S 

CHURCH CATHEDRAL  

$12 each  

Compiled during COVID-19  
to support our community 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH CALENDARS 

$5 each 
 

All items are available in the Narthex on Sundays 
or by calling the Cathedral office & 

leaving a message. 

 Return to Table of Contents 

https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/thespec/name/donald-eustace-obituary?pid=200288747
https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/thespec/name/christine-berryman-obituary?pid=200516914
https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/thespec/name/jennifer-street-obituary?pid=200516949
https://www.arbormemorial.ca/dbburlington/obituaries/charlie-hel-zoey-griffiths/75273
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AN INCARNATION 
 

Stirring within 
 

    by Michael Bloss 

 

A Spotless Rose is growing, 

Sprung from a tender root, 

Of ancient seers’ foreshowing, 

Of Jesse promised fruit; 

Its fairest bud unfolds to light 

Amid the cold, cold winter, 

And in the dark midnight. 

 

The Rose which I am singing, 
Whereof Isaiah said, 

Is from its sweet root springing 
In Mary, purest Maid; 

Through God’s great love and might 
The Blessed Babe she bare us 
In a cold, cold winter’s night. 

 
These words, ringing as they have through the cen-
turies right up to today, are at once a song of pre-
sent giftedness as well as the promise borne of 
prophecy.  They bring a measure of the mystery of 
Christmas – the quiet of a manger, the profound 
love of exhausted parents, and the hush of a world 
about to be born – into an experience of Divine 
Presence.  
 
I am finding this Christmas that my soul is gravitat-
ing more to this quiet expectation – this incarnation 
of the Word made flesh – in a gratitude that we are 
gathered once more, even in different circumstanc-
es, to experience the unexpected and the mysteri-
ous. Wondrous realizations of the work of the Spir-
it within and amongst us as we try to discern what 
our mission is imaged with the help of such carols 
as Lo, how a rose and In the bleak midwinter. 
 
My reading in the lead up to this season has includ-
ed Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together and Henri 

Nouwen’s Discernment. I also would recommend 
that St. Augustine’s Prayer Book be made some-
how to make its way into your Christmas stocking.  
All of these sources have revealed a single fact: a 
community is defined by its faith, less by experi-
ence. One is spiritual and lasting and the other tem-
poral and fleeting. Christ standing in the midst of 
us is a key element in the iconography of this con-
viction in things unseen yet felt. Our music is the 
singularity through which we live and move and 
have our being in this wordlessness. Christ inspires 
our “goodness” of action each Sabbath.  And in our 
music God is Glorified. Congregational singing 
(now again!) and choral music gradually restoring 
itself again, has been a renewed joy for all of us. 
 
So, I want to take this moment to share three of 
those musical faith moments which have spoken 
and continue to speak to me about this season now 
and over the last decade or so here at Christ’s 
Church Cathedral. 
 

• Ave Maria.  An anthem by Robert Parsons 
which I usually select for the Sunday of the 
Annunciation. The Angel announces to Mary 
that she is to give birth to the Saviour.  The 
interplay of the lines is full of the Angel’s 
wonder and Mary’s pondering. The faith of 
Mary in the face of this news is imaged in the 
successive entries of the Soprano section, 
each a note higher at each entry, gaining con-
fidence.  The sheer perfection of the counter-
point makes me wish that I could remain in 
this musical world of wordless faith endless-
ly.  Yet, the calmness of the concluding alle-
luia seems to invite all of us – singers, con-
gregation, and conductor – to come back from 

(Continued on page 9) 
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the sublime to live this still musical intensity 
into our everyday lives.  Ultimately, we trans-
late this inspiration from experience into 
faith.  Listen to it here: https://
youtu.be/85BXxS6jjWA 
 

• The First Nowell, arr. Paul Halley.  We all 
can admit this as one of the top favourite car-
ols of the season, stretching slightly into 
Epiphany as the text includes those bringing 
gifts from the East.  Halley’s arrangement of 
this into an unbroken flow makes it feel like a 
musical drama, not a verse-by-verse recita-
tion.  The accompaniment paints the text at 
times boldly and at times tenderly concluding 
with a breath-taking descant verse which So-
pranos and Tenors live for each season.  This 
treatment by Halley achieves the transfor-
mation of this carol from experience to faith 
in the way the music seems to be the icon 
through which we can encounter afresh the 
Christ within the story of the hymn text.  Lis-
ten to it here: https://youtu.be/3LhOCZqGfVI 

 
• Silent Night.  How supremely this carol cap-

tures the mystery of Christmas.  Simple, sa-

voury, and seraphic, the music and the text 
invite a singing straight from the heart – with-
out a hymnbook!  We all have the words in 
us, even if they depart slightly from the origi-
nal text.  This carol is a symbol to the birthing 
within each of us of special God-place within 
which in its quietness, asks our “yes”.  This is 
a carol which draws a community together in 
faith, and, in single voice, leads our hearts to 
see Christ among us.  Listen to it here: https://
youtu.be/PlV9Yuau8xM 

 
I write this invitation often, I realize.  My Christ-
mas wish to all of you in this season and through-
out the year, is that you would listen to those mo-
ments wherein you feel an inner recognition and 
allow an inner response.  Thus disarmed, you sense 
your part in a larger community in faith.  As you 
open yourselves to incarnation of God’s love, may 
you be led to an even more profound alleluia.  And 
I sincerely pray that this alleluia helps you discern 
the capacity you all have to find and believe in the 
song which brings God’s peace into your faith.  A 
peace that surpasses understanding. 
 
And that is something to sing about! ■ 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

RETURNING TO THE CHOIR... 

It's so great to be back in the choir at Christ's Church Cathedral.  I 

am looking forward to the coming liturgical year.   

My employment has changed, as it has for many during the pan-

demic, but I am grateful that I am no longer commuting into that 

big City to the east.   For the time being, I am delivering mail for 

Canada Post and enjoying the exercise.  I was last in the choir in a 

regular capacity a few years ago, but I have kept singing.  

I have a beautiful 8-month-old niece, Simone, in Montreal who is 

a joy and a blessing.  My parents are enjoying their retirement – 

my mom gets how that works, my father...not so much! 

 
 Patrick Wall 

 Return to Table of Contents 

https://youtu.be/85BXxS6jjWA
https://youtu.be/85BXxS6jjWA
https://youtu.be/3LhOCZqGfVI
https://youtu.be/PlV9Yuau8xM
https://youtu.be/PlV9Yuau8xM
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As you read this, we will have hosted our first 

Open Cathedral - the fruit of much prayer and 

dreaming of ways in which we could offer a wel-

coming, safe, and sacred space to our neighbours 

in Jamesville, especially those who are vulnerable.     

What better way to have begun a new church year 

too than to have had Canon Ian Mobsby, our Can-

on Theologian for Mission, preach on the First 

Sunday of Advent in the morning (if you haven’t 

heard his sermon, please make time to do so on our 

YouTube channel); then to launch Open Cathedral 

in the afternoon.  I am deeply grateful to the Com-

munity of Prayer, to Michael Bloss and our choir, 

to Derek Smith and Philip Grant who set up the art 

corner, to David Savage for sourcing refreshments 

and to Turner and all those who are supporting us 

as greeters and in other volunteer capacities.  I 

wish also to acknowledge a significant anonymous 

donation to underwrite the start-up costs of this 

ministry with and to our neighbourhood. 

Please note that due to recent changes to our 

COVID guidelines, Open Cathedral has been sus-

pended indefinitely. 

Deacon Rob Jones and Rob Miller, our student in-

tern, continue to facilitate a conversation about one 

of our Sunday readings from noon through 1 pm – 

via Zoom.  Please refer to the Calendar on page 20 

for email links. 

The Cathedral Community of Prayer gathers online 

on Tuesdays at 9 am.  As the name suggests, our 

primary vocation is to pray – for Bishop Susan, for 

the Diocese and the various ministries happening 

in parishes, for the Niagara School for Missional 

Leadership and of course for the ministry and mis-

sion of the Cathedral.  On Tues Nov. 30, we issued 

an open invitation across the Diocese for anyone to 

join us.  We were delighted to welcome a number 

of visitors to worship and pray.  Our hope is that 

we can host a Diocesan-wide online service on a 

monthly basis.  I am very thankful for Deacon 

Rob’s inspiring leadership. 

Our Faith Formation team is not only supporting 

the two Robs’ lectionary study on Sundays at 

noon; the team has also launched a monthly Cathe-

dral Chat.  Cathedral Chats are informal interviews 

with guests on engaging and relevant topics.  We 

welcomed Janis Monture, Executive Director of 

the Woodland Cultural Centre in Brantford (which 

has oversight of the Mohawk Indian Residential 

Institute) for our inaugural chat on Wednesday, 

November 3 available on our YouTube channel.  

By the time you read this, we will have also hosted 

Dr. Maxwell Kennel, a post-doctoral research fel-

low with expertise in conspiratorial thinking from a 

religious perspective, on Wednesday, December 8, 

also available on our YouTube channel.  I am al-

ready looking forward to our conversation on af-

fordable housing in Hamilton with a panel orga-

nized by Brian Kreps, details on p 18.   Again, I 

acknowledge with thanks the vision and initiative 

of Deacon Rob and other members of the Faith 

Formation team – Sue Crowe Connelly, Rob Mil-

ler, Dena Thomas, John Watts, Kathy Wolsey.  

(Continued on page 11) 

 

NOTES & NEWS 
 

by Tim Dobbin  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMjOwU1mXf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSIps1LaXmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhqtPj3O2cM
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As you will read on p. 15, our Community Engage-

ment Discernment Team has been working steadily 

to learn and connect with various stakeholders in 

our neighbourhood.  We continue to gather infor-

mation on the gifts and strengths of those living in 

our vicinity, on their most pressing needs and on 

those with whom we might partner in making a 

positive difference.  Each conversation we have 

yields more fruit.  David Montgomery and I spoke 

recently with the pastoral team at Trinity Lutheran 

on Hughson.  They encouraged us to get to know 

the members of our local Central Neighbourhood 

Association through regular attendance at their 

meetings.  There is, for example, a dearth of com-

munity space in Jamesville, which is one of the 

reasons we open our doors on Sunday afternoon.  

Deacon Rob and I have also connected with folk 

from ACORN, an advocacy group for low- and 

moderate-income folk focused on issues of social 

and economic justice.  Most recently they have 

been raising awareness of the ‘renoviction’ crisis in 

the downtown core.  These are important conversa-

tions for us to be aware of.  On your behalf, I thank 

Brian Kreps and David Savage and their team – 

Jeni Darling, Mary Ellis, Philip Grant, Kerry and 

Michael Lubrick, Alison Meredith, Rob Miller, 

David Montgomery.  

Our Technology Working Group has been working 

steadily on a number of fronts. They oversaw the 

selection and installation of livestreaming equip-

ment in early summer, which has enhanced signifi-

cantly the visual quality of our online worship. 

Their focus then shifted to the redesign of our web-

site, in part to make it more accessible on various 

devices.  I am deeply grateful for the hard work of 

Eduardo and Dani Farias through August and Sep-

tember in developing our new site.  This is a great 

leap forward, even as we continue the process of 

editing and updating the content.  We are now mi-

grating our database to the same platform we use 

for our website, which will result in a more stream-

lined record-keeping and reporting process.  We 

are currently reviewing our audio needs now that 

we are offering both in-person and online worship.  

The Group has also turned its attention to our so-

cial media presence, particularly Facebook and In-

stagram.  We are exploring ways in which we can 

grow our followers and engage more effectively 

with those who are checking us out.  (Don’t forget 

to follow and share the Cathedral’s news and invi-

tations yourself!)  Our thanks to the Group – Mi-

chael Bloss, Eduardo Farias, Rob Jones, Sarah 

McPherson, Alison Meredith, Wendy Newman, 

and Derek Smith.  

It’s often said that all ministry costs, and good min-

istry costs more.  At the Cathedral, by God’s grace, 

we are striving for excellence across those dimen-

sions of our life we discern as priorities.  We want 

to offer at least good ministry.  As you will note 

from our recent financials, we are further ahead 

financially than we expected to be at the start of the 

year.  At the same time, we have yet to return to 

our pre-COVID level of offerings.  It is one of the 

reasons I am so grateful for the initiative and focus 

of our Generosity Team as they look for ways to 

foster and promote the culture of generosity we 

enjoy at the Cathedral.  I am especially thankful for 

the courage of members of the team in sharing with 

us why generosity is important to them.  It has 

been a powerful witness to me personally. I en-

courage you not only to listen to and to read what 

the Team is offering us; I invite you to consider 

how and where God is calling you to share gener-

ously the resources God has entrusted to your care 

– time, talent and treasure as the adage goes.  On 

your behalf, I thank Wendy Newman, Elizabeth 

Wensley, and their team – John Bradley, Dale 

Guenter, Barbara Howard, Canon J Lefebvre, and 

David Savage.  

If you are experiencing a sense of loss in our com-

munity this Fall, you have good reason.  I count 

seven folders for different funerals that I have 

opened since the beginning of September…and 

there have been others I have not been involved 

with.  That’s a lot for any parish family.  It may be 

that we consider offering some sort of grief support 

group for those who are struggling.  Please let Ali-

son or me know if this is something you would be 

interested in.  It is one of the reasons I am the more 

thankful for our Pastoral Care Team of Canon 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Sharyn, Alison Meredith, and Bishop Ralph, who 

meet monthly to review the needs of our parishion-

ers.  I would re-iterate that if you are in need your-

self, or if you are aware of someone in need (with 

her/his permission of course), please be in touch 

with one of the members of our team.  

As I write, COVID numbers are trending upward 

again, unfortunately, even as we roll out vaccine 

for our kids aged 5-11.  I don’t know where we 

will be when you read this.  I do wish to 

acknowledge with deep gratitude the work of the 

Re-opening Working Group.  They are overseeing 

our compliance with the changing pandemic proto-

col.  That our return to in-person worship this Fall 

has been so smooth is in large part due to their 

competence and attentiveness. As a rector, it is 

such a gift to know that we are all in such capable 

hands.  I know that not everyone agrees with cur-

rent restrictions.  Be that as it may, our Diocese is 

working with the most up-to-date information to 

ensure, as far as we are able, that we remain safe.  

There are reasons for the precautions.  Please keep 

an eye on our current pastoral guidelines on the 

Diocesan COVID hub.  If you have any questions 

or concerns, please feel free to be in touch with one 

of the members of the Reopening Working Group 

or with me personally.  Our thanks to Kerry 

Lubrick and her team – Michael Bloss, Dale 

Guenter, Alison Meredith, Derek Smith, John 

Watts. 

We rejoice as a community with Bishop Susan’s 

appointment of three more Honorary Assistants to 

the Cathedral – The Rt. Rev. Terry Brown; The 

Rev. Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall; The Ven. Lynne 

Marchant. I am delighted personally.  Together, 

may we thank God for them and pray God’s bless-

ing upon them in this fresh chapter of their faithful 

and generous ministries.  

Again, I encourage you to pray for the members of 

your ministry team and the Corporation who con-

sistently go above and beyond in this time of con-

tinuing uncertainty.  I feel so blessed to be sharing 

ministry with them all.  

A blessed Advent and Christmastide to you all. ■ 

(Continued from page 11) 

CATHEDRAL OPEN 

NOTICE 

 

Due to revised COVID guidelines, 

Cathedral Open has been suspend-

ed indefinitely. 

 

We will keep you apprised of any 

changes as they occur. 

 Return to Table of Contents 
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On October 30, 2021, as the bishop’s appointee, I 

virtually attended the 147th Synod of the Diocese of 

Niagara.  This was my first-time attending Synod.  

I found the meeting informative, inspiring, and di-

rectional. The theme of this year’s synod was 

adapted from Philippians 4: 4-9, Facing Forward: 

Called to Life, Compelled to Love. 

 

If you have not had a chance to view or read Bish-

op Bell’s charge to Synod, I would recommend that 

you do so.  It is an important message which helps 

us at Christ’s Church Cathedral plan for the coming 

years; not fearing but rejoicing, loving our neigh-

bours, and showing leadership, thanks be to God. 

 

There were some important and exciting announce-

ments made on the appointments of missioners and 

canons to the Cathedral: 

 

• Rob Miller, who you are getting to know as 

part of our Cathedral community, along 

with Susie Kim were appointed as mission-

ers.  They will be assisting the Diocese with 

the continuation of reimagining missional 

ministry.  

 

• Reverend Sue-Anne Ward, who you may 

remember from our previous clergy team, 

Reverend Bahman Kalantari, and the dioce-

san Chancellor, Greg Tweney were all ap-

pointed as canons of Christ’s Church Cathe-

dral. 

 

 

 

Diocesan supports for clergy and parishes: 

 

• Investment in a clergy wellness fund and 

leadership training. 

 

• Development of a Parish Mission Action 

Plan Process guide. 

 

• Endorsement of the revised October 2021 

Diocesan Safe Church Policy which ad-

dresses many more scenarios that might 

leave someone feeling unsafe (conflict, har-

assment, discrimination, violence, and 

abuse).  It is important to note that on-line 

training has been completed by all your 

corporation members. 

 

• Niagara School for Missional Leadership 

launched with six courses.  Note:  A few 

members of our congregation are attending 

some of these courses. 

 

Leading initiatives: 

 

• Anti-Racism Working Group:  We are 

charged with reflecting on the promises 

made in baptism and recognizing and ac-

knowledging racism to confront and re-

spond to it.   

 

• Climate Justice Niagara:  Motion passed 

for parishes to create a parish plan to reach 

(Continued on bottom of page 14) 

 

FACING FORWARD 
 

Called to life,  

compelled to love 
 

    by Kerry Lubrick 

 

 147th SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE 

https://niagaraanglican.ca/news/the-bishops-charge-to-the-147th-synod-of-the-diocese
https://niagaraanglican.ca/news/the-bishops-charge-to-the-147th-synod-of-the-diocese
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a greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of at least ten percent by 2024. 

 

Diocesan Budget was approved. 

 

Focus of the budget is continued support for parishes, and moving ahead with the diocesan Mission Action 

Plan.  There is a projected operating deficit of $91,700, with a cash shortfall of $169,930.  It is anticipated that 

the sale of property will reduce the deficit in 2022 and assist in funding missional priorities.  

 

An important announcement is that Dean Dobbin will be one of the delegates for July 2022 General Synod in 

Calgary.  

 

For more information, please visit Synod of the Diocese of Niagara. ■ 

(Continued from page 13) 

Bishop Susan Bell presented the Order of Niagara to  

Dale Guenter and Brian Kreps in Bishopsgate on Sunday, October 24th. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 Return to Table of Contents 
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REIMAGINING CHURCH 
 

Listening is essential 
 

  by Wendy Newman      

I am deeply honoured to be the Cathedral’s new 

Deputy Rector’s Warden, replacing Rob Jones after 

his September ordination.  I’m learning the ropes 

from my kind and forgiving colleagues in the Cor-

poration.  While I’ve been married to a former multi

-year Warden for a long time, I have to say I had no 

idea how much work they do for us! 

It's become a habit to observe that we’re in a new 

world now.  For most of us, it comes with some 

longing for “the way it used to be”.  But God is al-

ways making things new, and we are called to share 

the Good News in a fundamentally changed and in-

creasingly secular environment.  To explore some 

dimensions of that calling, fellow Cathedral Warden 

Janina Vanderpost and I enrolled in the six-week 

“Reimagining Church” course this Fall.  One of the 

inaugural online offerings of the brand-new Niagara 

School for Missional Leadership, our course was 

taught by John Bowen, Professor Emeritus at Wyc-

liffe College, whose research, publications, and 

long teaching experience provided a strong founda-

tion.  Together with teams from other Niagara par-

ishes large and small, we read, worked through 

some practical exercises, and talked together.   

Here’s the intriguing course description: “Are you 

frustrated by the decline in church attendance and 

ministry participation at your parish?  Perhaps 

you’re hearing the buzz around terms like missional 

church, discipleship, and fresh expressions, but are 

baffled about what those mean or how they might 

relate to your own parish.  Maybe you haven’t 

heard of missional church but are curious about a 

new perspective that might help you and your par-

ish engage differently with the gospel and with par-

ish ministry.” 

What did we take away?  I think any exercise like 

this – one that prompts a participant to re-examine 

habits and assumptions – takes a long time to play 

out fully.  The Cathedral ‘s downtown location and 

ministries have taught us much.  But through our 

readings, discussions, and practical exercises, we 

came to view our immediate neighbourhoods under 

an ever more concentrated, outward-facing lens.  

We understand better how the “outsider” might 

view our language and liturgies, and just how intim-

idating it can be to cross the threshold of church 

buildings, even if a sign says, “All Welcome”.  We 

saw some excellent working models of Christian 

engagement in unconventional settings.  We probed 

our own skillsets, gifts, and orientations in leader-

ship.  (This is far from an exact science, but I found 

it a particularly compelling reflection: am I primari-

ly a “pastor” type?  A prophet, an apostle, a shep-

herd, a teacher?)    

I’ll be praying and thinking about this for a long 

time.  Suffice it to say, for the moment, that a listen-

ing posture is essential.  The Cathedral has been lis-

tening to this community and discerning a stronger-

than-ever need for open, calm, kind, and welcoming 

space.  May God bless our steps as we learn from 

our Open Cathedral program, this Advent season 

and beyond.   

One more thing:  If you’re new to the Cathedral, 

and I haven’t met you yet, please say hello on a 

Sunday morning.  I’m eager to meet you. ■ 

 WARDEN’S WORLD 

 Return to Table of Contents 
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The mandate of the Community Engagement Discernment Task Force is to understand the needs of the James-

ville neighborhood, determine how Christ’s Church Cathedral can provide that need including fulfilling ser-

vice gaps within the area, and build partnerships. 

 

The project deliverables are to gather information and make suggestions in the form of a research paper for the 

Cathedral Community.  It is the Cathedral Community who will make the decision about the specific commu-

nity engagement programs that will be made by the Cathedral. 

 

To clarify, the name of the task force has been changed from Outreach Project to Community Engagement to 

reflect the mandate more accurately. 

 

The members of the Task Force are: 

 

Jeni Darling, Tim Dobbin, Mary Ellis, Philip Grant, Brian Kreps, Kerry Lubrick, Michael Lubrick, Rob Miller, 

David Montgomery and David Savage 

 

The task force was fortunate to have the benefit of a talented summer student, Samantha Gallagher, who 

helped develop the interview tool, conducted interviews, and prepared a draft of the research paper. 

 

There have been fifteen interviews completed to date which include:  Social Service Agencies (5), Care Pro-

viders (1), Faith Leaders (5), Funder (1), Parishioner (1), Community Leader (1), and Arts Leader (1). 

 

Interview Findings – Community Assets 

 

The most frequently mentioned assets by the interview participants were social services including Out of the 

Cold, Mission Services, the Salvation Army Booth Centre, and 541 Eatery.  Christ’s Church Cathedral was 

also recognized as having a history of working with the neighbourhood to advocate for its needs – the Meal 

Ticket Program, Myler Hall as an accessible meeting place, and Bishopsgate. 

 

The dynamic nature of the neighbourhood and strong community feeling is also seen as an asset due to the 

neighbourhood associations, strong sense of community and belonging, and a strong network of agencies.  The 

neighbourhood is also seen as constantly evolving and changing with respect to demographics, gentrification, 

and cultural diversity. 

(Continued on page 17) 

 

INTERVIEW FINDINGS  
 

Solutions to consider 
 

by Brian Kreps & David Savage  
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Interview Findings - Community Needs 

 

The most frequently referenced need by the interview participants was drop-in space or “safe space” for vari-

ous populations.  For some of those interviewed it was referred to as more of a drop-in space for guests to re-

lax where they are welcomed with limited programmatic expectations.  For others, they were describing a 

more intensive service including shower facilities, food, and laundry facilities. 

 

The second most mentioned need was the lack of affordable housing.  This was often tied to issues of gentrifi-

cation and changes in the character of the neighbourhood as lower income residents are forced to move or be-

ing put at risk of homelessness.  Supportive housing was also mentioned as a significant need for single wom-

en. 

 

Health services were also identified as a gap which is more related to the sense that mainstream services may 

not be accessible to more marginalized members of the community.  Contained within this was the focus on 

mental health and addictions as well as physical health. 

 

The other most frequently cited community need was a lack of connections and networks for agencies and resi-

dents.  Some of this was tied to the pandemic and the disruption of regular patterns.  Part of it was also tied to 

gentrification and changes in affordability in the neighbourhood. 

 

Solutions for CCC to Consider 

 

Interviewees provided suggestions for how Christ’s Church Cathedral might address some of the needs.  The 

most common suggestions focused on services to people experiencing homelessness particularly drop-in and 

low-barrier services for homeless women and older men. There were several suggestions about using the Ca-

thedral space as a place for others to deliver services. 

 

The second largest cluster of suggestions focused on collaborating with agencies or community groups to use 

or animate our space.  By animate interview participants mean to enliven the space and engage people.  There 

were several references to making even greater use of Bishopsgate for events or exhibits and focusing more on 

music. 

 

The third largest cluster of suggestions focused on efforts to create social inclusion or build bridges.  There 

was a wide collection of ideas which spoke to building bridges to individuals who do not easily build relation-

ships as well as building bridges to the Indigenous community. 

 

The Recommended Approach 

 

The most common suggestion made by the interview participants about how things should or could be done 

was to work WITH the people you want to serve.  This will create more empowerment and increase the likeli-

hood that we are doing the right thing.  Many interview participants emphasized the importance of listening 

and building relationships as a goal. 

 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on bottom of page 18) 
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Another suggestion was to offer services to people experiencing homelessness using a low-barrier approach.  

This is one of the things that would encourage people to participate and distinguish it from more formalized 

services.  There was also a considerable focus on the physical and emotional safety for participants.  Different 

groups would need different things to be put in place to ensure safety. 

 

Interview participants were generally excited about the approach we are taking and the fact that we are taking 

the time to listen.  There were also several great pieces of advice offered including: 

 

• The process needs to be organic and build on existing energy. 

• Think about whether there are things to let go of. 

• There are many needs and so many ways to help - Be courageous. 

• Connect further with True City and other faith communities. 

• Partner with others; don’t re-invent the wheel. 

• Pray/discern a priority - don’t try to do everything. 

• Serendipity - many great things have come together by chance. 

 

Potential Additional Interviews 

 

The Task force agreed that it would be beneficial to get the perspective of additional individuals and organiza-

tions such as: 

 

• Health Services/Physicians who care for those in our neighbourhood who live below the poverty line, 

the homeless and precariously housed, and those who suffer from addictions and mental health issues. 

• Arts Community 

• Hamilton Baptist and Indwell 

• Former Tuesday morning guests ◼ 

(Continued from page 17) 

 

CATHEDRAL CHATS 

The January edition of Cathedral Chats will take the form 

of a panel discussion on homelessness and the housing cri-

sis in Hamilton.   

On January 12 at 7:00 pm, we will be in conversation with 

several expert-practitioners who are working with the most 

vulnerable members of our city.  Be on the lookout for more 

details!   

Please join us on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel. 

 Return to Table of Contents 
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WITH FRESH EYES 
 

The voice of the risen one 

 
by Rob Jones  

  

One of my favourite quotes about Scripture comes 

from the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  

In his Reflections on the Bible, Bonhoeffer wrote:   

We must read this book of books with all hu-

man methods.  But through the fragile and bro-

ken Bible, God meets us in the voice of the Ris-

en One.   

Bonhoeffer takes the Bible seriously enough to be 

forthright about what he finds in its pages.  If we’re 

honest, we’ll probably admit that there’s much in 

the Bible that makes us uncomfortable, confused, 

and even angry.  We can breathe a sigh of relief 

that even a theological giant and orthodox Christian 

like Bonhoeffer can refer to the Bible as “fragile 

and broken.”  If we find the Bible frustrating at 

times, we’re in good company.  Bonhoeffer recom-

mends reading the Bible “with all human meth-

ods.”   

To understand Scripture, especially those parts we 

find frustrating, we can—and should—take ad-

vantage of the tools that generations of scholars 

have developed and honed.  My own reading of 

Scripture has been illuminated by historical, social, 

scientific, literary, feminist, and post-colonial ap-

proaches to the Bible.  But for Christians, Bonhoef-

fer reminds us, the goal of reading the Bible is al-

ways to hear “the voice of the Risen One.” Scrip-

ture is one of the places, like the Eucharist, where 

we encounter the risen Christ. 

 In our Bible studies on Sunday afternoons from 12

–1pm, Rob Miller and I have taken our cue from 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  We are open and honest 

about what we find in the pages of Scripture.  We 

give everyone space to name their discomfort, frus-

tration, and confusion.  And we draw on the rich 

resources of biblical scholarship to understand bet-

ter what we are reading.  But we are always guided 

by the question:  Where do we encounter Christ in 

this passage of Scripture?  What type of life is 

Christ calling us to in and through this passage of 

Scripture?  

We’ve had a few sessions so far, and we’re contin-

uing to experiment with our format.  We’ve had a 

fairly stable group of about 12 people, and we’ve 

already had some very lively and interesting con-

versations.  We started as a Lectionary study, but 

during Advent, we decided as a group to work 

through the Book of Revelation.  After Advent, 

we’ll decide as a group whether to return to the 

Lectionary-based format or pick another book of 

the Bible to study together.  Rob and I would love 

for you to join us!  Please don’t hesitate to email 

me if you have any questions!  Hope to see you on 

Zoom! ■ 

Note:  Please refer to the calendar on p.20 for the 

schedule over the Christmas season. 

 

 READING SCRIPTURE 
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 December & January 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

19 Advent 4 
 

In-person Eucharist 

8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

(V) Eucharist  
10:30 am YouTube 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones 

or Rob Miller 

 
 

 
 

 

20 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

21 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am on 
Zoom 

22 
 

(V) Morning Prayer 

9 am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer 

at the Cathedral   
YouTube  

23 
 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or Thom 
Davies 
 

In-person Family  

Eucharist 4:30 pm 
 

(V) Family  

Eucharist 4:30 pm 
 

In-Person  

Congregational Carols 
8:30 pm 
 

In-person Eucharist 

9pm 
 

(V) Eucharist  9 pm 
YouTube 

25 Christmas Day 
 

In-Person Eucharist 

10 am 

26 Christmas One 
 

In-person Eucharist 

10:30 am 
(One service only.) 
 

(V) Eucharist  

10:30 am YouTube 
 

 

27 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

 
 
 

28 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am 
Zoom 

29  
 

(V) Evening Prayer 

at the Cathedral   
YouTube  

30  31  
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or Thom 
Davies 

Jan 1 The Naming 

of Jesus 

2 The Feast of the 
Epiphany  
 

In-person Eucharist 

8:30 am & 10:30 
am 
 

(V) Eucharist  

10:30 am YouTube. 

3 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

 
 
 

 

4 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

 
(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am 

Zoom 

5  
 

(V) Morning Prayer 

9 am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer 

at the Cathedral   
YouTube.  

6 
 
 

7 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or Thom 
Davies 

8 

• Cathedral Place Offices will be closed on December 20 to January 1 inclusive.  In the event of  a pastoral need, 

please call (365) 324-4503.  All other emails and phone messages will be replied to asap on subsequent business 

days.   

• We respectfully ask that you review the Cathedral’s re-opening plan prior to attending in person services.  

Note:  Congregational singing is now permitted. 

• Sunday Eucharist will be livestreamed at 10:30 a.m. from the Cathedral via the Cathedral’s YouTube channel. 

• All virtual services are identified with (V). 

• Wednesday Evening Prayers are available on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel. 

REMINDER! All charitable donations for 2021 must 

be received in the Cathedral Office by December 31st. 
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January & February 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9 The Baptism of our Lord 
 

Holy Eucharist   
8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

(V) Eucharist  
10:30 am YouTube 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones or Rob 
Miller 
 

 

10 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

11 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am on 
Zoom 

12 
 

(V) Morning Prayer  

9 am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer at 

the Cathedral   
YouTube  
 

(V) Cathedral Chats 

Panel Discussion 
7 pm (See p. 18) 
YouTube  

13 14 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

15 

16 Epiphany 2 
 

In-person Eucharist  

8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

(V) Eucharist  
10:30 am YouTube 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones or Rob 
Miller 

17 

 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 

Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

18 

 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 

Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

19 
 

(V) Morning Prayer  

9 am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer at 

the Cathedral   
YouTube  

20 

 

21 

 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:15 am 

Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

 

22 

23 Epiphany 3 

 

In-person Eucharist  

8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

(V) Eucharist  

10:30 am YouTube 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones or Rob 
Miller 
 

24 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

 
 
 

 

25 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am on 
Zoom 

26 
 

(V) Morning Prayer  

9 am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer at 

the Cathedral   
YouTube  
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

29 

30  Epiphany 4 
 

In-person 8:30 am & 10:30 

am 
 

(V) Eucharist  
10:30 am YouTube. 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones or Rob 
Miller 

31 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

 
 
 

Feb 1 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am on 
Zoom 

2 
 

(V) Morning Prayer 9 

am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer at 

the Cathedral   
YouTube. Facebook, 

Apple Podcast and 
Spotify 

3 
 

 

4 
 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 
7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 

5 

6 Epiphany 5 

In-person Eucharist  

8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

(V) Eucharist  
10:30 am YouTube. 
 

(V) Bible Study  

12-1 pm on Zoom 
Contact Rob Jones or Rob 
Miller 
 

7 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 

7:00 pm 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey 

or Thom Davies 

 

 

8 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 

7:30 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

(V) Community of 

Prayer 9 am on 

Zoom 

9 

(V) Morning Prayer 9 

am on Zoom 
 

(V) Evening Prayer at 

the Cathedral   
YouTube. Facebook, 

Apple Podcast and 
Spotify 

10 
 

 

11 

(V) Centering  

Prayer via Zoom 

7:15 am 
Contact   
Lynn Godfrey or 
Thom Davies 
 

 

12 
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In this Advent season of preparation and anticipation, as we await the celebration of Christ's coming with joy 

and grateful expectation, I am reminded once more of the commandment of Jesus to “love our neighbours as 

ourselves”. 

 

In this challenging year of 2021, amid a global pandemic, the Primate's World Relief and Development Fund 

(PWRDF), along with its partners, has been helping to fulfill this commandment in Canada and the rest of the 

world. 

 

As the Anglican Church of Canada's agency for sustainable development and relief, PWRDF has worked tire-

lessly to relieve hunger and poverty, to reduce gender inequality, to increase healthy pregnancies and births, 

and to provide COVID-19 vaccine equity in the most vulnerable communities throughout the world. With its 

dedicated partners, drawn from Anglican churches, ecumenical organizations, and community-based groups, it 

has worked to provide safe drinking water, food relief to refugees and displaced persons in countries where 

there is violence and conflict, and support indigenous communities. 

 

Over the past year, PWRDF has also responded by providing aid during natural disasters such as the fire that 

destroyed the town of Lytton, BC and its associated indigenous community in June, the earthquake that devas-

tated Haiti in August, and, most recently, the flooding and mudslides that have ravaged south-central BC.  

 

Over 50% of the support for these efforts came from generous parishes and individuals through various 

fundraising efforts such as COVID-19 responses, the Ride for Refuge, and the World of Gifts.  Some PWRDF 

programs receive funding from Global Affairs Canada which matches PWRDF donations at a ratio ranging 

from 3:1 to 6:1.  

 

Updates on other programs and stories are issued through online resources, newsletters, Voices of Hope stories, 

and Under the Sun newsletters on PWRDF's website at Share our Stories. 

 

At the same time as we were facing the challenges of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we have also been con-

fronted by the increasingly devastating effects of climate change.  Through local, national and international 

news, and by the recent COP26 Summit held in Glasgow, Scotland, we have been forced to accept that, with-

out drastic and immediate actions, the changes to our climate and the dwindling of the world's food supplies 

will become irreversible.  Nowhere is the impact of these changes and their brutality more evident than in 

many of the vulnerable communities where PWRDF partners work with people who do not yet have the 

knowledge or infrastructure to cope.  However, these very efforts by PWRDF provide the foundation of 

(Continued on page 23) 

 

A CALL FOR HOPE 
 

And action 
 

by Louise Van Wolderen  
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http://www.pwrdf.org/get-involved/share-our-stories/


 

 23  

HOPE for these targeted peoples.  In particular, the 2019-2024 Strategic Plan and its commitment to Sustaina-

ble Development takes direct ACTION to set out steps to mitigate the impact of climate change. 

 

With these two specific goals in mind of providing HOPE and demonstrating ACTION, in 2020 PWRDF 

joined “For the Love of Creation”, an ecumenical initiative that aims to emphasize that we are meant to be the 

caring stewards of our earth's resources to ensure they will be present for our children and their children to 

come. 

 

That such effort is now even more necessary is illustrated by the fact that last year's global food insecurity 

jumped by 30%; over 235 million people now face hunger because of conflict, displacement, climate change, 

and COVID-19. 

 

PWRDF's vision for a truly just, healthy, and peaceful world is increasingly relevant today.  It hopes for 

greater investments in public health in preparedness for the next pandemic or other disasters that know no bor-

ders.  It prays for a fair sharing of the world’s resources entrusted to us by God. 

 

Therefore, as you make your Advent journey, prayerfully consider how YOU can support PWRDF in its work 

to “love our neighbours as ourselves”. 

 

 

Here are four different opportunities to provide support: 

 

1. Join PWRDF staff and friends bi-weekly on Thursdays at 1:00 pm EST on PWRDF's YouTube channel for 

a time of prayer and reflection.  To subscribe, visit Praying with PWRDF.  When you subscribe, you will 

receive an email with the Zoom link for the bi-weekly worship. 

 

2. Subscribe to the 2021 Advent Resource Thread of Hope at Register for Advent 2021 to receive a daily 

email with a scripture passage, prayer, and PWRDF story. 

 

3. Consider the World of Gifts catalogue when looking for a birthday, anniversary, or Christmas gift.  To 

view the catalogue, visit Shop World of Gifts. 

 

4. Donate directly to PWRDF by clicking Give Today.  ■ 

(Continued from page 22) 

We pray for the partners with whom PWRDF works around the world. 

We pray for the communities they accompany. 

We give thanks for their work and witness, 

for their courage to face the many challenges that confront them, 

for all that they offer and teach us. 

We pray for our continuing journey together, that God will hold us as we hold one another. 

 
(Taken from PWRDF Prayers of the People 2019) 
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“Unto us a child is born”…“wash him clean, wipe 

him dry, hush you, shush you rock-a-bye”1 – the 

old and new carols ran one into the other in Liz’s 

mind and brought a smile.  Advent was just around 

the corner, yet these Christmas carols crept in 

ahead of their time – was it the anticipation of the 

gathering of the community on Christmas Eve and 

Day?  “What was it about this that was so appeal-

ing?”, she wondered.  

Liz found herself reflecting on the coming Christ-

mas celebrations, of family and children, and the 

traditions and practises of families often influenced 

by their cultures.  At the same time, she pondered 

the Holy Family. 

Liz grew up in a family where singing was so much 

a part of their life, and much of that singing was in 

their church community, so carols were deeply in-

grained in her heart and mind.  Yet her birth family 

was almost gone now – three of her four grandpar-

ents were settlers from Ireland, the fourth born in 

Canada.  Half of their eight children had married, 

but only two families had any children – and only 

three between them; “small for Irish families”, she 

thought chuckling inside.  

Liz’s parents had two of those children, and her 

mom’s sister had one child.  Liz and her brother 

had spouses, though their cousin never did – none 

were blessed with children.  While some may feel 

this a tragedy, Liz thought, she had found there was 

a different calling for her, something she’d never 

been able to do if she’d had children of her own.  

There was some sadness in her heart because, of all 

her grandparents, only her Canadian grandmother 

was alive when she was born.  She never got to 

hear the stories of her people from the old country, 

nor to have that sense of “belonging” to her 

septs2…and yet, she felt it gave her the freedom to 

not be bound by old traditions or allegiances that 

may not have been life giving, rather to explore and 

see where God’s Spirit was calling. 

These carols spoke to Liz of families, of birth, of 

caring for each other, especially when we are most 

vulnerable, of being in a strange land like her Irish 

grandparents, of being afraid for your family’s lives 

and fleeing for safety.  Yet there was hospitality 

and hope in the story of the Holy Family.  Liz 

thought about how she was loved and cared for by 

her parents and family when she was young, and 

now she could share that love with those who had 

become her chosen “family”.  Liz and her husband 

found they had become part of that “village that 

raises a child”, being of the “uncles” and “aunts” 

and “elders” on the street who offered a safe porch 

for the neighbourhood children and their parents 

who had become dear friends.  They also appreciat-

ed having the flexibility and time to lend their ac-

tions and voices to work for a compassionate com-

munity for all.  This realization left her with a feel-

ing of gratitude for where God had led her and the 

life she had been given… 

from your bright heaven, leaving all your splen-

dour, you taught us mercy, peace, and love to ren-

der; you joined our struggle…3 ■ 

1
from The Midwife’s Carol, lyrics by Ian Sowton, music by 

Becca Whitla 
2 a “sept” is Irish for clan or tribe 
3 Advent Sequence: Salus aeterna, 11th c., translation by  
William Whitla (1991) 

 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Of family and children 

 

by Sue Crowe Connolly 

 AWAITING CHRISTMAS 
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On a mild winter evening (December 10) a group of enthusiastic carollers enjoyed an hour of carol singing in 

Bishopsgate.  Our Music Director, Michael Bloss, led the group.  Alison Meredith and Jim Newman served hot 

cider—warming our voices and our hearts! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN BISHOPSGATE 

Photos courtesy of Anne 
Harvey and Jim Newman 
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Since the beginning of October, you have been 

hearing about a new group at Christ’s Church Ca-

thedral called the Generosity Team.  Some may 

wonder what this group is all about, who it in-

cludes, and what is its mandate. 

 

Your Generosity Team could also be called a 

“Stewardship Committee”, but we felt that the 

word “generosity” better captured what we are all 

about.  Stewardship is a great word and concept, 

but it is often misunderstood.  Generosity is a char-

acter trait that all understand and admire.   

 

We have been meeting together on ZOOM since 

the early summer.  Our group is co-chaired by 

Wendy Newman and Elizabeth Wensley.  Our 

Dean Tim, Treasurer J. Lefebvre and Warden Da-

vid Savage join us from the Corporation.  Parish-

ioners John Bradley, Dale Guenter, and Barbara 

Howard round out the team. 

 

As a group, our first task was to learn together 

about what a culture of generosity means and how 

other parishes/churches have been able to develop 

this mindset.  Having reviewed articles and anec-

dotal reports from others, we invited Gillian 

Doucet Campbell, Diocese of Niagara’s Director of 

Stewardship and Development to meet with us to 

share her experience and insights. 

 

With the experience of others in hand, we then de-

veloped eight key principles of generosity for 

Christ’s Church Cathedral.  These principles are: 

 

• Abundance – God has blessed us with many 

gifts and resources.  We must approach 

ministry from a mindset of abundance, not 

scarcity 

• Thanks – We are thankful for the generous 

spirit of our parishioners. 

• Spiritual habit – We give because it is what 

we are called to do as followers of Jesus.  

The more we give, the more this spiritual 

exercise becomes a habit. 

• My Story – Each of us has an experience to 

share; our generosity is part of our story. 

• Christian Hospitality – We must be open to 

invite others to share in our community life, 

including newcomers and struggling mem-

bers of our neighbourhood community. 

• Urgency – Christ calls us to act now, not at 

sometime in the future. 

• Decisions – We all are called to give; we 

need to decide how much. 

• Convenience – Make giving easier by 

providing different ways to donate (pre-

authorized giving, PayPal, E-transfer, credit 

card, etc.) 

 

In October we shared with you the key principles 

of abundance and thanks.  On October 10, Dean 

Tim incorporated these principles into his homily.  

Each week the Generosity Team submitted a short 

reminder to placed in the Chronicle.  Each remind-

er included a link to a short article or refection re-

lated to the themes of abundance and thanks. 

 

In November we moved on to the idea that gener-

osity is a spiritual habit and part of the story of 

(Continued on page 28) 

John Bradley  

 GENEROSITY TEAM 
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The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Stephen 

Cottrell, The Archbishop of York and Primate of 

England was the guest speaker for the fall Bishop’s 

Company event.  Archbishop Cottrell is an engag-

ing and sophisticated leader, theologian, speaker, 

and writer.  

 

The format was an informal series of questions and 

discussion between our Bishop Susan Bell and 

Archbishop Cottrell.  I submitted the following 

question in advance: 

 

The Fifth Mark of Mission of the Anglican Church 

of Canada is '"to strive to safeguard the integrity of 

creation and sustain and renew the life of the 

earth".  What's your advice about how to motivate 

people in our pews to take positive action about 

climate change?  (And what might that action as a 

church be?) 

 

The following is a transcript of the Archbishop’s 

response: 

 

What a good question.  Is there a more important 

question facing the world?   

 

I think I would start by…two things…on the big 

picture level I think we need to teach much more 

about this.  This needs to be not a kind of add-on to 

the Gospel; this is the Gospel…how we inhabit the 

world in the way of Christ…this is the Gospel.  

 

So, I’d want to preach and teach about it much 

more…good to hear that Canada is ahead as usu-

al…it’s even in your Baptismal liturgy.  It’s those 

things that start to impress it into our conscious-

ness. This is what it means to follow Christ.  For 

me the Lord’s prayer is the pattern for our praying 

and our living, and the other thing that interested 

me about the Lord’s prayer in this regard if you go 

back to the 1662 Prayer Book, which is obviously 

the liturgical foundation document for both our 

churches even if we may not use it that much any 

more…if you find the Lord’s prayer it says, Our 

Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy Kingdom come, they will be done in earth as it 

is in Heaven…   

 

We don’t say in earth anymore, we say on earth.  

I’m not aware of any liturgical commission chang-

ing the language.  It just kind of happened.  So now 

all our modern liturgies say on earth, so it’s a really 

interesting difference.  We used to say we live in 

the earth, recognizing quite naturally that we are 

part of the created world, interdependent with it.  

And then we suddenly decided that we didn’t live 

in it anymore, we lived on it, and it was ours and 

we could do with it what we liked.  That is the 

change, I think, in a single word that we need to 

make.  We need to return to understanding that we 

live in the earth and we’re part of it.  And indeed, 

from my small understanding of Indigenous cul-

tures and people in Canada, many of them still re-

tain a much richer and deeper understanding of our 

relationship and interdependence with the whole 

created order, and that’s a blessing that you need to 

take hold of as part of your heritage.  So that’s the 

first thing – it’s a teaching thing about what does it 

(Continued on page 28) 
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each follower of Jesus.  The links to All Saints and 

All Souls days were clear.  Several individuals 

shared why they are motivated to give to the 

church – their stories of generosity.  We also 

learned more about the Morris family, benefactors 

who established our invaluable Morris Fund.  Fi-

nally, we received information about planned giv-

ing (including the church in our wills). 

 

In December our thoughts are often drawn to social 

gatherings with family and friends.  We open our 

homes to celebrate together.  As a Generosity 

Team, we are now asking all of us to reflect on 

how we practice hospitality as a church.  We have 

been involved in this type of hospitality through 

our Tuesday Morning Meal Ticket program, Sun-

day coffee hours, and other outreach ministries.  As 

Christians, we are called not to just minister to but 

also welcome into our community of faith other 

members of our local and broader community.  Je-

sus is our example.  He spent time with those soci-

ety abandoned and forgot.  His compassion and 

friendship with the marginalized people of his day 

are an example for all of us to replicate.  How as a 

parish can we facilitate such true Christian hospi-

tality?  What facilities and resources do we need 

for this ministry to be effective?  How do we raise 

the funds to support partnering with our neigh-

bours? 

 

In January, as we prepare for our annual Vestry 

meeting, our focus will become more practical in 

nature with a focus on the key principles of urgen-

cy, decisions, and convenience.  Our Treasurer, 

The Rev. Canon J. Lefebvre, will share lots of 

numbers and reports.  Sometimes it is easy to glaze 

over when balance sheets and income statements 

are reviewed.  It is our hope that as we get to the 

“nitty-gritty” of budgets and other financials, the 

principles introduced over the previous months will 

help us exercise generosity as we make important 

personal financial decisions. 

 

Our generosity will enable our church to fulfil its 

mandate to truly be a place of Community, Com-

passion, and Hope.  Let’s share our blessings! ■ 

(Generosity Continued from page 26) 

mean to live the Christian life? 

 

So then of course there’s all sorts of practical things 

that we can and must do and I’m sure you have them 

in Canada…we have all kinds of eco-church schemes 

in this country that churches can actually do things to 

reduce their carbon footprint, and in the Church of 

England we have a very bold ambition to be carbon 

neutral in the church by 2030, which is 20 years 

ahead of most government and other organizations.  

  

Now, I don’t think we’re going to reach it, but we’re 

going to be close.  And I think it’s our boldness of 

vision turned into very direct action that is what we 

need.  We need to be more uncomfortable about this.  

And the good thing about having a target like 2030, 

which is the target we’ve given ourselves in the 

Church of England, is, that’s my watch.  So, you 

can’t not engage with it.  So, I think that the trouble 

with all our current targets is, and the reason our pol-

iticians and nations are not engaging with it is, it’s 

not my watch…so if I fail, I will not be accountable 

for this.  Well, I will be, but I won’t be around to 

face the accountability – literally not be around.  By 

2050, let’s face it, most of the current generation of 

leaders will be long gone.  

  

So, I think we must be much bolder, much tougher 

on ourselves, much less comfortable, and it’s got to 

be action against climate change (not talk), but at the 

same time it must flow for us Christians from a deep 

renewal of our own traditions to see this is what it 

means to be a follower of Christ. ■ 

(Bishop’s Company Continued from page 27) 
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RELUCTANT GOODBYE 
 

And an exciting future 

 

 by John Bradley  

On September 1, the Jamesville-Bennetto Children’s Centre moved into a new purpose-built childcare space in 

Bennetto School. 
 

When Lisa Fulsom (Executive Director) dropped off the keys at Cathedral Place on our last day of occupancy, 

it was with some tears.  The daycare was started by the Cathedral parish in 1989.  Parishioners in the eighties 

saw a need for quality daycare in the community.  Without the ongoing support of the parish, the daycare 

would never have been able to financially survive in its early years.  As our programs expanded and revenues 

increased, we were thrilled to give back to Cathedral Place through rent, helping with renovation projects and 

investing in the areas we occupied. 
 

For a number of years, we operated our before/after school and summer camp programs from Bennetto School.  

Five years ago, when the school board was given approval to establish a childcare centre at Bennetto, James-

ville was asked to be the provider of that care.  When governments changed four years ago, funding for the 

project was delayed.  Once funding was secured, the school board in consultation with Jamesville, moved 

ahead with renovations. 
 

Our new wing of Bennetto School is simply amazing!  All our programs are now in one building!  The entire 

facility is totally accessible, a feature we never achieved at Cathedral Place.  Space for infant care, a real staff 

room, an inviting office, and a storage room are included in our new facilities.  Classrooms are bright and each 

is equipped with its own washroom. 
 

An official launch is being planned for the spring of 2022 when hopefully public health guidelines will allow 

larger gatherings.  When plans are finalized, we will let everyone know so that we can all celebrate together 

this exciting new chapter in the life of the daycare centre the Cathedral established! ■ 

 

 

 CHILDREN’S CENTRE MOVES 
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CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

 by Janina Vanderpost 

 

We might have had 

Christmas trees before I 

was five years old, but I 

don’t remember them. 

 

The first Christmas tree I 

do remember was in 

Moncton, New Bruns-

wick, in 1952.  That year 

my Dad and I went off in 

our 1949 maroon-

coloured Mercury, to the Crown land forests of 

New Brunswick, to search for and bring home a 

Christmas tree.  Mom and my brother stayed home 

as he was too young then to participate in such a 

venture. 

 

Now I don’t know if it was my short legs and five-

year old stamina, or that we had great difficulty in 

finding just the right tree, but we got home long 

after dark and late for supper.  Mom was really up-

set, more worried than anything else about what 

might have befallen us. 

 

For my parents, both from Europe, the concept of 

heading off into the woods to cut your own Christ-

mas tree would have been novel indeed.  I don’t 

know that there are many evergreens growing in 

Holland and, in England, all the land would have 

been owned by somebody.  So, this was a truly Ca-

nadian experience.  

 

Returning to Canada after a three-year posting in 

England, our family was able to resume our Christ-

mas tree-cutting traditions.  We were in North Bay 

at that time and, again, Crown land forest abound-

ed.  The three of us, Dad, I, and my brother, who 

was now big enough to join this adventure, would 

set off a week or so before Christmas to struggle 

through knee to hip deep snow to find our perfect 

tree.  I can tell you that finding a suitable tree in the 

bush (as it was called) is no easy task.  Trees are 

too tall, too little, lopsided…and you don’t want to 

stray too far from the road because you (well, Dad) 

have to carry that tree through deep snow back to 

the car.   

 

Setting up a “wild” tree in your home requires a 

few extra steps.  Snow must be allowed to melt, 

any debris of leaves and twigs cleared away, the 

odd misshapen branch removed, and the trunk cut 

on a diagonal, so the tree better absorbs water.  

Once brought inside, the trunk went into a bucket 

(no fancy Christmas tree stands in those days) sub-

sequently filled with stones for anchorage.  For us, 

setting up the tree marked the beginning of the 

Christmas celebration, with all the anticipation and 

excitement experienced by young ones, then and 

now. 

 

Compared to the trees of today, those farm-grown, 

symmetrical, long-needled pines, our Christmas 

trees were poor country cousins indeed.  But my 

recollection of those trees, and the excursions with 

our Dad to find them, are some of my most pre-

cious Christmas memories.  

 

November of this year, 2021, marked the 20th anni-

versary of our Dad’s passing.  I have been thinking 

much about him this year, and the opportunity to 

write about how he helped make our Christmases 

wonderful has enabled me to relive some very hap-

py memories. ■ 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES & REFLECTIONS 
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HOW FAR IS IT  

TO BETHLEHEM? 
 

 by Pat Barton 
 

It really was an anti-climax. I was at last old 

enough to join my dad and the church carollers on 

Christmas Eve The excitement and anticipation had 

been great. Now nothing was turning out as I ex-

pected. It wasn`t snowing, it wasn`t even frosty but 

was damp and cold after an all-day drizzle. The 

singers were of varying ages dressed in an unbe-

lievable assortment of mackintoshes, boots, gloves 

and scarves. They didn`t look a bit like the groups 

on the Christmas cards. Even the singing didn`t 

come up to expectations. It didn`t ring out on the 

frosty air but had to compete with trams and buses 

splashing through puddles and the raucous voices 

of men as they spilled out of the pubs which were 

on every corner of the busy street. 

It was puzzling. These carollers had done this eve-

ry evening for a week and for most of them it was 

an annual pilgrimage. We collected donations for 

the National children`s Home but the coins in the 

collecting cans didn`t amount to much. At two 

stops a warm drink and mince pies had been good 

but hardly compensated for cold fingers and toes 

and raw throats. And yet there were no complaints, 

everyone was happily energized. 

A clock chimed eleven. “The next stop is the last”, 

called the leader and still keeping time with his 

torch led “Silent Night” for the umpteenth time. 

Then my heart sank. The last stop was above a 

store. The family belonged to our church, but I had 

always been totally intimidated by Mr. Jones, a 

man of severe countenance. We climbed up the 

stairway, my legs shaking but steadied somewhat 

with more mince pies and tea by the blazing fire. 

Then the carolling recommenced until the clock 

struck midnight. Without explanation the room was 

hushed save for the crackle of the coals. 

I looked around at the faces in the firelight. I was 

still too young to define the emotions of wonder 

and joy which I saw there but I knew I had experi-

enced something intangible of which even Mr 

Jones was part. It was Christmas Day, and this 

crowded room was Bethlehem. At school we had 

learned “How far is it to Bethlehem?”. The next 

line “Not very far” hadn`t made much sense to me. 

I thought the poet didn`t know his geography, but 

now I was beginning to understand. With enthusi-

asm we donned our coats and boots and went down 

the stairs to sing “Christians Awake” under the 

sputtering gas lamp. I wasn`t cold or tired any 

longer. I would happily have trudged among the 

rows of houses all night. 

I have returned to Bethlehem many times since 

then but have never forgotten the journey on that 

damp December evening. Those carollers knew the 

way to Bethlehem, and they knew that tinsel and 

lights and parcels, enjoyable though they be, are 

not necessary passports for the journey. How grate-

ful I remain to those who took me along with them. 

Maybe someone this Christmas is tentatively ask-

ing “How far is it to Bethlehem?” Can we answer 

not only “Not very far” but “Let`s go together”? ■                              

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES & REFLECTIONS 
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FIRST CHRISTMAS IN CANADA 

 

 by Jennifer Early 

 

Coming to Canada in 1965 was a big adventure for 

me so I must set the stage for my first Christmas. 

Newfoundland was to establish a school for the 

deaf in St John’s and was recruiting teachers for 

classes from kindergarten to grade 8, advertising in 

the Times Educational Supplement UK.  I applied 

and was accepted for a Kindergarten position to 

begin teaching in September.   The school was to 

be situated in Torbay just outside St John’s in con-

verted RCAF buildings, no longer in use.  As with 

all building projects, it seemed the school would 

not be ready for opening as planned, and so I had to 

fill in the time with some meaningful activity. 

 

How would I fill in the time after touring the city 

on the bus and walking everywhere I could?  My 

caring landlady and husband took me around each 

evening to watch the sunset over Belle Island, but I 

needed something more to spend the days until the 

school was ready.  Off I went to the Cathedral of 

St. John the Baptist for the Sunday service hoping 

to meet some friendly person to point me in the 

right direction for a volunteer task. 

 

Of course, if you know Newfoundlanders, that was 

an easy job.  I met the church warden who immedi-

ately invited me to his home and then put me in 

touch with the Miss Murray ‘girls’, Jean and Ram-

sey.  Jean was a teacher who was able to set me up 

as a volunteer at the Anglican orphanage to help 

with the children’s reading programme.  Due to her 

kindness, I was often invited to her home for 

meals.   

 

Prior to Christmas, the school was preparing for a 

concert.  I chose to replicate one I had used in the 

school for the Deaf in Sheffield, Toys in Santa’s 

Sack.  Each child played the part of a toy and said 

what they were along with the sound they made.  

Parents and teachers kindly came to the rescue to 

provide the costumes.  Fun was had by all.  The 

deaf students were excited at their performance and 

tried very had to articulate the words and sounds 

needed for their part as the toy, especially Michael 

on the drum! 

 

I attended the Cathedral for the Nine Lessons and 

Carol Service.  The Cathedral in St John’s was es-

tablished in 1839 and it had a wonderful choir. 

Then came the invitation to spend Christmas with 

the Murray in their historic house, which I happily 

accepted.   

 

I was welcomed on Christmas Eve and given a 

beautifully decorated bedroom with a door leading 

to a huge bathroom. The claw tub and had three 

steps on which to climb into the bath.  A door on 

the other side of the bathroom led to another bed-

room so it was essential to lock both side doors. 

Their traditions were rooted in an English celebra-

tion of Christmas.  The huge tree was placed in the 

large front hall and only decorated on Christmas 

Eve.  I was invited to help decorate the tree with 

the old precious ornaments.  The rest of the house 

was decorated in a Victorian manner.  From each 

window shone a bright welcoming candle.   

 

Christmas dinner was traditional with turkey and 

the trimmings and the inevitable sprouts.  Mr. Mur-

ray presided, sitting at the head of the table.   Jean 

sat at the far end, Ramsey at one side and me at the 

(Continued on bottom of page 33) 
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other.  Grace was said, then the bell situated beneath 

the tabletop was rung by Ramsey and the turkey and 

vegetables were brought in by the maid.  The pud-

ding was flamed with brandy and when sliced we 

each made a wish.   
 

Dinner over, we retired to the sitting room for the 

present exchange.  I received a Newfoundland tartan 

scarf and two gifts made by the Grenfell mission 

from St. Anthony, one a small change purse and the 

other a serviette ring decorated with embroidery of 

Inuit children at play.  Another surprise gift came 

from the island of St. Pierre and Miquelon.  It was a 

tiny container of perfume from Grasse in Provence, 

France – the lid decorated with hand painted flowers.  

It was such a delight and memory for me as my fa-

ther had brought the same kind of perfumes from 

France for my mother after the war, and I loved to 

look at them as a child and try the different scents. 
 

Snow had fallen.  This beautiful house, decorated 

and shimmering with candles in each window, made 

such an impression on me and made up for missing a 

dull west Christmas in my old homeland! ■ 

(Jennifer Early Continued from page 32) 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

 

 by Kim Johnston 

 
My late Dad and I had a tradition which started in 
my early teens – Christmas shopping for my Mum. 
 
A little background on my father – he was raised in a 
Victorian household and most of his time was spent 
working or sleeping.  He was not the type of dad 
who played with his children.  In fact, if we kept qui-
et, he might have forgotten we were there.  However, 
for years every December on a Saturday, I had him 
all to myself, no sharing him with my Mum or broth-
ers, for the entire day. 
 
The day started with a stop at Mum’s favourite dress 
shop (Raphael Mack Salon in Burlington).  Dad 
would sit on a chair or a sofa while a variety of 
clothing items were paraded in front of him or ele-
gantly draped over other chairs.  It was so much like 
the scene from the movie Pretty Women.  I watched 
as Dad pointed at this dress or that coat with the sales 
staff flitting around him. 
 
Once his selection was made, off we went to the 

Royal Connaught Hotel for lunch.  The Royal Con-
naught, in those days, was the place to be!  A brief 
aside about my mother:  Mum was very weight and 
health conscious; She was forever putting us on a 
diet and would never approve of us eating things like 
French Fries or dessert.  But Mum wasn’t with us, so 
we ordered whatever we wanted.  Such an extrava-
gant treat! 
 
At some point, Mum had told Dad that he was look-
ing a little dowdy and that he should spruce up his 
wardrobe with colour.  Mum had a good fashion 
sense and Dad, I suspect, wanted her to be pleased 
with how he looked.  Hence, our next stop after 
lunch was always to his tailor, Lou Davidson’s in 
Hamilton.  There Dad sorted through a variety of 
swatches, making a selection for a new suit or jacket.  
I’m not sure where the colour came in, but it wasn’t 
in shirts.  He only ever wore white shirts!  Many, 
many years later, I gifted Dad a coloured shirt…that 
was a mistake! 
 
Our tradition lasted for eight years or so until I start-
ed having kids.  It was special, and for me it was 
such an honour to share the day with Dad.  He has 
been gone for over forty years, but this will always 
be one of my favourite Christmas memories. ■  
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REDEMPTION AND HOPE 

THROUGH JESUS 

 

 by Dena Thomas 

 

It’s difficult to not compare the last two Christmas 

seasons which exist in stark contrast to one anoth-

er.  Last December, amid rising Covid cases in On-

tario and the fear of variant spread, our familiar, 

comforting, and deeply meaningful rituals of cele-

brating Advent and Christmas together in person 

were stripped away.  Even with the gift of technol-

ogy that helped us connect, it paled in contrast to 

what our souls longed for.  We grieved the inability 

to sit in church and experience the joy that comes 

when watching the sun illuminate the stained-glass 

windows, which tell the Christian story of our her-

itage.  We longed for the smell of incense rising 

from the altar and tears that flow when we are im-

mersed in majestic choir voices and resonant organ 

music.  We grieved the loss of shared practices of 

kneeling, standing, and sitting together as a congre-

gation of faith praying, confessing, and giving 

thanks.  We grieved that we weren’t able to turn 

and look into the faces of one another, as we of-

fered the sign of peace.  Within our homes, a fur-

ther layer of grief accumulated as we gathered in 

groups of no more than five, and only with those in 

our pandemic bubble.  We were stripped down to a 

simplicity so significant that it forced us to search 

both inward and outward to where light, hope, joy, 

and peace could be found in such a disorienting 

time.  

There were beautiful invitations as well for us 

through the pandemic.  The invitation of slowing 

down, disconnecting, living more simply.  This is 

the fertile soil in which space and time are expand-

ed – where we as Christians can return to the focus 

of the season, honour the story we are a part of, one 

centered around redemption and hope through Je-

sus.  

On Christmas Eve last year, we were invited to par-

ticipate in a simple ritual that would remind us of 

the light and hope we find in the birth of Jesus.  

Our friend and neighbour asked four families to 

light a candle from their church’s advent wreath.  

Each family represented a different geographical 

location in the city.  One family lived in the north 

end, one came from the south, another from the 

east, and another from the west.  Each family 

brought their candle home to their porch and invit-

ed neighbours to come and light a candle to take 

back to their homes, or neighbours they knew who 

were isolated or alone in their homes that Christ-

mas.  As the evening unfolded, light multiplied and 

passed on throughout the city, a faithful representa-

tion that we would not be overcome by the dark-

ness – even in a pandemic! 

This year, I am delighted by the fact that we are 

able to gather in person as a faith community once 

again, rejoicing in all that is good and beautiful in 

this Christmas Season.  I pray that within our fami-

lies, our communities, and as people of faith, we 

will not become overshadowed by loud noises, 

frantic business, endless to do lists, and rampant 

consumerism.  These are things that pull us away 

from the significance, simplicity, and wonder of a 

Saviour, a Prince of Peace, born in a manger, call-

ing us into the light.  A light that never extin-

guishes. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not parish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) ■ 
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WHO WAS 
 

Richard Beasley? 
 

  by Wendy Newman 

 

  

 FROM THE ARCHIVES 

If you park behind the 

Cathedral, you have seen 

the prominent tombstone 

of Richard Beasley and 

the words: “the first set-

tler at the Head of the 

Lake”.   And you’ve 

probably heard his name.  

A Hamilton school, a 

park, and a neighbour-

hood are named for him, 

in addition to at least one restaurant.    

Born in 1761 in the Hudson River Valley, where 

Tory support was especially strong, Beasley came 

to Canada in 1777 as a Loyalist.  The story of this 

merchant, soldier, land speculator, government 

agent, and politician is one of big opportunities, 

daring decisions, and humbling reversals.  Howev-

er, according to several well-researched biog-

raphies in reference sources, he was not literally 

the first “settler”, as claimed, but one of the first.  

In the early 1790s he had a land grant in the Bur-

lington Bay area and established a grist mill and a 

sawmill in Ancaster.   The arrival of the Hatts of 

Dundas soon cut into his business.  The Lottridge 

family also claimed the Burlington Bay land and 

his dispute with them was not resolved in his fa-

vour until 1798.   It is a matter of record that 

Beasley bought part of the Grand River Tract from 

Six Nations but failed to disclose to the Pennsylva-

nia Mennonites who bought it from him that it was 

heavily mortgaged to the Six Nations.   

Richard Beasley was active in politics as well.   He 

served in the Legislative Assembly of Upper Cana-

da from 1791 but lost his seat in 1804.  He won 

again in 1808, but his victory was invalidated be-

cause the returning officer had closed the polls 

“prematurely”.    In his early years in politics, his 

stout support of the Church of England preroga-

tives (including his opposition to rights for Meth-

odists) and his family connections aligned him with 

the authorities of the time.  He was rewarded with 

civil and military commissions.  However, this sta-

tus, together with the highly strategic location of 

his Burlington Bay property in relation to the War 

of 1812 and its aftermath, brought awkward obliga-

tions.  His farm was occupied by British troops 

from 1813-15, but when he requested compensa-

tion for rent, crop damage and loss, and the burning 

of his fences for fuel, he received only half of the 

compensation he claimed.     

Along with many of the gentry of Upper Canada, 

who eventually began to see the British view of 

Upper Canada in quite a different light after war 

and economic dislocation, Beasley eventually be-

came critical of the political establishment.  He 

paid a high price: relieved of his duties as a justice 

of the peace and magistrate and removed from his 

military command position.   In addition to income 

and prestige losses, he had mortgaged his property 

heavily to make improvements, and he was forced 

to sell some assets.  Eventually his land was sold to 

an eager buyer, one Allan Napier MacNab, a mem-

ber of the founding congregation of this Cathedral, 

who built his Dundurn estate on it.  After a long 

life, with a full measure of ups and downs, Richard 

Beasley died in Hamilton in 1842. ■ 
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LOUISE VAN WOELDEREN 
 

Extended family &  

a new kitchen 

1. What is your idea of a perfect day! 

 

A perfect day would be warm and sunny, with a 

clear blue sky.  It would start with an early 

morning walk with our newly adopted rescue 

dog (a corgi/chihuahua mix) from Texas named 

Cricket.  It would include meeting and chatting 

with several of our neighbourhood dog walkers.  

After that, and having enjoyed a delicious 

breakfast prepared by Colin, we would perhaps 

take a day trip or spend time reading (or knit-

ting – only me, not Colin!) with our favourite 

radio station (96.3 FM) playing in the back-

ground.  The day would be completed by a qui-

et dinner (again, prepared by Colin – I have to 

admit I am spoiled) and a glass (or maybe two) 

of our homemade wine. 

 

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home? 

 

This is an easy one for me.  When I was a teen-

ager, my father and younger brother sang in the 

Cathedral choir.  At that time, during the 

1960's, the choir had a boys' section which add-

ed a truly angelic quality to the singing. Of 

course, my mother and I accompanied them on 

Sundays and sat in the congregation.  After my 

late husband and I were married here in De-

cember 1967, we moved to Grimsby so no 

longer attended the Cathedral.  For several dec-

ades, I was not a regular church attendee.  

However, in 2002, my brother mentioned to me 

that he had recently attended a church service at 

the Cathedral because he wanted to show his 

son the church where he had sung in the choir 

as a young boy.  This motivated me to attend a 

service.  It happened to be during the Easter 

season and The Rev. Daniel Brereton, who now 

is the minister at St. John the Baptist (Dixie) in 

the Diocese of Toronto, was preaching.  The 

heartfelt, personal approach to his homily so 

touched me that “I was hooked”.  So, for the 

past twenty years, I have considered the Cathe-

dral my place for meditation, inspiration, and 

fellowship.  It undoubtedly is my extended 

family. 

 

3. What is the one thing you most look forward 

to at the Cathedral? 

 

How does one choose?  The Cathedral has 

beautiful stained-glass windows, intricate carv-

ings, and amazing architecture.  Also, to con-

nect each week with my Cathedral family is 

something I look forward to.  However, the mu-

sic is what I most enjoy.  Our gifted Michael 

Bloss treating us to lovely music as we enter 

church and sit quietly before the start of ser-

vice, along with the beautiful hymns and motets 

sung by our talented choir, is truly uplifting. 

 

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be? 

 

The one item I would change would be to have 

a brand new, commercial kitchen.  It would 

make such a difference to our ability to im-

(Continued at bottom of page 38) 
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COLIN CAMPBELL 
 

Choral music & poetry 

  

1. What is your idea of a perfect day? 

 

To rise after a deep sleep; to greet the day, 

whatever its season or weather, with a full 

breakfast, spent in quiet conversation; a careful 

and contemplative reading of the newspaper 

followed by the conquering of the crossword; 

and then, the completion of several tasks, set 

the previous evening, both physical and mental; 

followed always by some time for reading, con-

tinuing research and writing, made more inter-

esting by some conversations and planning into 

the future. I need not say, do I, that I am very 

grateful indeed, for “residing on the plateau of 

retirement”! 

 

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home? 

 

Perhaps the best wording to this question would 

be to describe why I chose the Cathedral as my 

home for religious choral music!  Born in Eng-

land near the end of the Second World War to a 

mother of the “high Anglican” traditions of reli-

gious chorale music whose early career was 

that of musical and theatrical performance and 

to a father who arrived as an RCAF pilot whose 

serious interests included always popular choral 

composition and music of the Big Band era, it 

is no surprise that I was exposed from the be-

ginning to the Church music presented so ably 

to our choir! 

 

 

3. What is the one thing you most look forward 

to at the Cathedral? 

 

The “colour and animation” of the atmosphere 

of the activities to be found within the beauty of 

the architecture of the building itself.  Its music, 

of course; its teaching; its people, both clerical 

and otherwise; its potential for an increase in it 

present level, of outreach, within itself and into 

the community; its opportunities for steward-

ship.  Most of all, I look forward to the constant 

presentation of new ideas to enhance the vi-

brancy of life within this Cathedral and thereby 

increase its invitation to new members and par-

ticipants. 

 

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be? 

 

To create a formal Stewardship committee the 

purpose of which would be to emphasize and 

encourage the development of on-going social 

events designed to take place in a healthy and 

supplementary co-existence with the religious 

life now offered.  Our present setting of Com-

mittees does not act upon such a definition of 

specific encouragement. 

 

5. Which living person do you most admire? 

 

Sir David Attenborough, the Eng-

lish broadcaster, naturalist, and author, now 95 

years, best known for writing and presenting, in 

(Continued on page 38) 

 3...2...1 CONTACT 



 

 38 

prove and expand upon our current outreach pro-

grams.  As well, once we are able to gather again 

in larger groups, just think what a luxury it would 

be to prepare our hospitality after diocesan ser-

vices and our fellowship potluck dinners in a 

space with updated equipment! 

 

5. Which living person do you most admire? 

 

This is a tough question because there are so 

many admirable people living today that I appre-

ciate for different reasons.  However, if I must 

pick one person, I think it would be Greta Thun-

berg.  She has been referred to as “the conscience 

of our generation”.  She has inspired thousands of 

young people and challenged world leaders to 

take action to lessen the effects of climate 

change. She is truly admirable for her environ-

mental activism! 

 

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, music, and food? 

 

On a desert island I would take one of my fa-

vourite books of poetry. For music, it would be 

a combination of classical compositions, along 

with Broadway hits, and, of course, some gold-

en oldies from the likes of the Beatles, Rolling 

Stones & John Denver.  My pick for food 

would be seafood (easy, I think, on a desert 

island?!) accompanied by wine and anything 

chocolate for dessert! 

 

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be? 

 

Having taken a tenting trip from Hamilton to 

Vancouver Island for nine weeks in 2017, I 

realized that I didn't need to travel far to find 

my dream spot.  Colin and I spent many won-

derful days in our beautiful, Canadian national 

parks enjoying our lakes, mountains, and se-

rene forests.  Any of these parks would be the 

vacation spot for me, without the black flies, of 

course! ■ 

(Louise Van Wolderen Continued from page 36) 

conjunction with the BBC, the natural history se-

ries forming a comprehensive survey of animal 

and plant life on Earth, the “Life” collection, in-

cluding the “Blue Planet”.  His filmography spans 

eight decades.  While his earlier work focused 

more on the wonders of the natural world, his lat-

er work has been more vocal in support of envi-

ronmental causes.  His most recent short illustra-

tions of his interests, filmed with the children of 

Prince William, speak more eloquently than I of 

his unique ability to convey to everyone the im-

portance of an issue:  in this instance, the essen-

tial need to “crack the nut of Climate Change”. 

 

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, music, and food? 

 

Book:  Please allow me two?  The first, Silent 

Spring, by Rachel Carson, published in 1962, and 

considered still the pioneering prose divulging the 

destroying of natural habitat by industrial pollu-

tion.  And the second, 100 Poems, by Seamus 

Heaney, the Irish poet, playwright, and translator 

of “human nature”, lost to us in 2013. 
 

Music:  tough to choose!  1.  Early church music:  

Thomas Tallis, William Byrd, in recordings by 

the Anonymous Four or the choir of Kings Col-

lege, Cambridge.  2.  Traditional Scottish:  Caper-

caillie or Runrig.  3.  American black:  Alberta 

Hunter; American folk:  Maria Muldaur and/or 

Allison Krauss and Union Station 
 

Food: seafood AND an ability to bake...for bread 

with the wine under the trees. 

 

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be? 

 

By season of the year if I may be permitted? 

• Late spring and early summer:  the Lake Dis-

trict of England 

• Late summer and early autumn:  the Canadian 

arctic territories and west 

• Mid-winter:  Quebec City 

• Late winter and early spring:  the Ding Darling 

Nature reserve, Sanibel Island, Florida – no 

political activity is permitted on the island. ■ 

(Colin Campbell Continued from page 37) 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT  

The fantastic news is that we are currently ahead of budget plan in parishioner givings.  A hearty thanks goes 
out to all who have made this happen.  Core program expenses are also under plan, largely due to savings real-
ized when we were not in assembly.  The other good news is that our deficit is lower than the budget anticipat-
ed.  The concerning news is that we are running a deficit, and this will make funding priorities in 2022 more 
challenging as a result.  
 
Advent is a time of reflection and many of us consider additional gifts of money to various organizations that 
are near and dear to us.  Please consider a Christmas gift to the Cathedral. Such a gift would give us that extra 
push at year end to keep the budget deficit low - - or maybe even eliminate it! ■ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Other Income includes Choral Scholarships, Dean’s Discretionary, Memorial Flowers and Festivals and Outreach. 

**A grant of $7,980 was received from the Government of Canada to help offset the salary costs associated with our two summer students.  A 
technology grant of $1,950 was received from the Diocese to help offset the cost of the live streaming equipment purchase and installation. 

***An undesignated bequest in the amount of $12,609 was received from the Estate of Judy Dodman.  These funds have been transferred out to 
Preserve to Serve.  We received a special donation from two parishioners to be allocated towards our long debt with the Diocese totaling $10,000.  
Per the terms of the debt reduction agreement with the Diocese, this one-time additional payment of $10,000 will attract forgiveness of an addi-
tional $5,000 from the outstanding balance.  A bequest from the Estate of Francean Campbell-Rich in the amount of $150,000 was received.  The 
terms of the bequest specify that the money be used solely for “the support of musical and liturgical arts.”  The funds have been transferred to the 
general investment account with the Diocese.  $12,073 was received for the Archie and Jean McCoy organ fund and transferred out accordingly.  
$300 has been received for The Rev. Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall Arts fund and those funds have likewise be transferred out to that fund.  Memorial do-
nations of $1099 were received and transferred to the General Memorial funds. 

 

For the period ending 

November 30, 2021 
 

by Corporation  

 

 

 

 

Income 30-Nov-21 2021 Budget Variance 2020 Actual 

Parishioner Givings $256,144 $235,153 $20,991 $211,855 

Other Income* $8,262 $19,595 -$11,333 $20,144 

Open Collection $197 $913 -$716 $861 

Misc Income $3,179 $2,288 $891 $1,984 

Grants Received** $9,930 $0 $9,930 $0 

Fund Income $134,619 $134,619 $0 $134,908 

PWRDF $1,455 $0 $1,455 $1,385 

St. Matthew's House $3,100 $0 $3,100 $4,530 

Special Offerings*** $186,081 $0 $186,081 $19,728 

Total Income $602,967 $392,568 $210,399 $395,395 

Expenses         

Staffing $287,027 $274,963 $12,064 $256,128 

Diocesan Assessment $42,577 $42,577 $0 $38,658 

Property $66,600 $61,600 $5,000 $66,167 

Admin and Programs $57,465 $94,064 -$36,599 $64,694 

Transfer out to PWRDF, St. Matthew's $4,555 $0 $4,555 $5,915 

Transfer out to designated funds $176,664 $0 $176,664 $0 

Long Term Debt Repayment (Diocese) $23,750 $13,750 $10,000 $0 

Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy -$37,103 -$7,500 -$20,394 -$90,086 

Total Expense $621,535 $479,454 $151,290 $341,476 

Net Income (Deficit) -$18,568 -$86,886 $59,109 $53,919 
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Rector of the Cathedral and Dean of Niagara  

The Very Rev. Dr. Tim Dobbin 

905-527-1316 Ext. 210 

tim.dobbin@niagaraanglican.ca 
 

Pastoral Assistant:  The Rt. Rev. D. Ralph Spence 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 
 

Deacon:  The Rev. Dr. Rob Jones 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 

rob.jones@niagaraanglican.ca 
 

Parish Administrator:  Alison Meredith 

905-527-1316 Ext. 240 

alison.meredith@niagaraanglican.ca 
 

Director of Music Ministries:  Michael Bloss 

905-527-1316 Ext. 220 

michael.bloss@niagaraanglican.ca 
 

Media Coordinator:  Eduardo Farias 

efarias@concordia-seminary.ca 
 

Property Manager:  Derek Smith 

905-527-1316 Ext 260 

derek.smith@niagaraanglican.ca 
 

Contact Editor:  Paula Esteves 

ccc.contact@gmail.com 

CONTACTS 

Who’s who and how to contact them 

 

252  James St. North, Hamilton, ON        www.cathedralhamilton.ca 


