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“Together in Christ  
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Christmas Eve Service 
Carols, Creche & Communion 

 December 24, 2021 
 

 
 

Sunday Services are at 8:30 a.m. (Traditional Rite) 
10:00 a.m. (Contemporary)                                                                       

 Office Hours are Mon to Thurs, 9:00-Noon; Closed Friday. 
Virtual Bible Study & Discussion Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
If you are a newcomer, please identify yourself to the 

Sidespersons or priest so we can welcome you and tell you about 
our church. 

We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast 
Salish peoples. We commit ourselves to continue with our First 

Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth, and 
reconciliation. 

The Rev. Deborah Rivet presides  
& The Rev. Colleen Lissamer preaches this evening. 

 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve  

 
Liturgical Assistant is Mike Armstrong 
Scripture readings led by Lydia French  

Psalm and Prayers led by Mike Armstrong  
Candle lighting led by Carolyn & Jim Hamar 

Director of Music is Nell Howard 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Leader: As we meet today, we begin by remembering the 
Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional land we 
now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants, and animals, 
through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this 
place their home in recent years—the community of faith known 
as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
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Introit: “Silent Night” Sung by Kathy Middleton 
 
Hymn: CP #118 O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Where the Promise Shines 
(A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent Words by Sylvia G. Dunstan Music by Bob 
Moore, Setting by Joel Raney)  

 
Christmas Eve - The Promise of Arrival 
 
Advent is a time for God’s people to reawaken their longings. 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Tonight, we long to worship the newborn King. 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Tonight, we long to hear the good news proclaimed by the 
angels. 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Tonight, we long to receive the promise foretold. 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
 
Candle Lighting 
Tonight we light all the candles.  The first candle ignites the thrill 
of hope in the hearts of weary people.  The second candle shines 
peace that surpasses understanding into a conflicted and 
confused world.  The third candle expresses the joy of fulfilled 
promises and the anticipation of those yet to come.  The fourth 
candle shines with grace and new life in God’s unconditional 
love.  Tonight, we light the Christ Candle in celebration of our 
Messiah’s birth.  As God’s promises continue to shine, we echo 
the words shared through the ages – Joy to the World, the 
Saviour reigns! 
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Congregation Response Song: 
Lead us on, lead us on – to a morning where the promise 
shines. 
Lead us on, lead us on – to a morning where the promise 
shines. 
To a morning where the promise shines. 
 
Closing Prayer: Gracious God, in the wonder of this night we 
hear the Christmas proclamation, The cry of “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” has become “Joy to the World!” Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with 
the brilliance of your one true light, as we have known the 
revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour 
of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Psalm: 96 (Pg. 834) 
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #120 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-55 
 
Sermon: Rev. Colleen Lissamer 
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Choir: “Glory to God in the Highest Heaven” 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers of the People:   
                                          
The Peace: 

 
THE SACRED MEAL IS SHARED 

 
Offertory Hymn: CP #151 “All Poor Folk and Humble”         
 
Prayer over the Gifts: Gracious God, by the power of the Spirit 
who sanctified the mother of your Son, make holy all we offer 
you this day. We ask this in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer #1:  BAS Pg. 193 
                                                         
Lord’s Prayer: (Sung)                     
                                                                                  
Breaking of the Bread: God of promise, you prepare a banquet 
for us in your kingdom. 
Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.        
                                                                                  
Distribution of Communion:  
Please stand in place at your chair, as you are able.  The 
celebrant and the deacon, having sanitized hands and wearing 
face masks, will move from person to person, communicating 
each person with the bread only.  There will be no direct touch 
between the communion administrator and each person.  The 
wafer will be dropped onto your open hands using small stainless 
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tongs.  After you have received the blessed wafer, please be 
seated to indicate that you have received communion. 
                         
Choir: “Pacem”   

“Were You There” Sung by Cat Mason & Terry Mikkonen 
 
Hymn: CP #119 “Silent Night” 
 
Prayer after Communion: Faithful God, in this sacrament we 
receive the promise of salvation. May we, like the Virgin Mary, 
be obedient to your will. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 
 
Blessing:  
 

SENDING FORTH 
 

Commissioning Hymn: CP #138 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Commissioning: Go now with joy in your hearts and peace in 
your mind. 
Go now, looking into each others’ eyes as you would the eyes of 
the baby Jesus. Go now, with gifts received from God, and gifts 
of love for one another. 
We go in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

All music reprinted under OneLicense.net#A-712884 
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CHURCH OF THE ADVENT NEWSLETTER 
Subscribe on our website at www.colwoodanglican.ca to receive our 
weekly newsletters and regular communications from the parish 
office. By subscribing, you will be kept informed about all things 
happening at Church of the Advent, as well as within our Anglican 
Diocese and greater Victoria community. Simply visit the home page 
and scroll down until you see “Sign up for our Newsletter.” You can 
enter your email address there. If you experience any trouble, please 
contact Caroline in the parish office at admin@colwoodanglican.ca or 
by phoning 250-474-3031. 
 

 
PARISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

The parish office is closed over the holidays and reopens at 9 am on 
January 4th. For pastoral emergencies, please call 250-882-5191. 
There are no services on December 25th or 26th. There is only a 10 am 
service on January 2nd. Regular Sunday services resume January 9th. 

 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 
Pray for The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) 

Pray for Barry our Executive Archdeacon, Anna our Bishop,  
& Colleen our Deacon. 

Pray for parish wardens and treasurers.  
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