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The Monthly Newsletter of Memorial Lutheran Church 
January 2022 

Dates To Remember 
January 2     Sunday School / Coffee Hour - 9:00 am 
                      Worship/Live Stream Service - 10:00 am 
January 9     Sunday School / Coffee Hour - 9:00 am 
                      Worship/Live Stream Service - 10:00 am 
January 10   Church Council Meeting - 6:30 pm  
January 16   Newsletter Deadline  
                      Sunday School / Coffee Hour - 9:00 am 
                      Worship/Live Stream Service - 10:00 am 
                      In the Bleak Midwinter Hike - 1:30 pm  
January 23   Sunday School / Coffee Hour - 9:00 am 
                      Worship/Live Stream Service - 10:00 am 
January 30   Sunday School / Coffee Hour - 9:00 am 
                      Worship/Live Stream Service - 10:00 am 

“Where is he who  

has been born  

king of the Jews?  

For we have seen  

his star in the East,  

and have come  

to worship him.” 

Matthew 2:2 
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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 
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Is there anything that makes us say, “Look at this! It is new”? 
-Ecclesiastes 1:10 

 

 Here we are, beginning our 2022nd trip around the sun in the era of our Lord 
(Anno Domini or Common Era)! As our new solar cycle begins, the days grow              
longer, and yet we are still in the bleak midwinter. The beginning of a new calendar 
is a hopeful time, full of optimism, resolutions, and the celebration of surviving            
another year. 
 

 2020 came with much anticipation. With the number’s connection to perfect 
vision, there was a utopian hope. Perhaps the long-awaited year would bring us 
freedom from disease, hunger and poverty. Perhaps it would bring us flying cars 
and futuristic living like the Jetsons! As the year grew closer, hopes were more  
tempered, but they were still there. Then 2020 came, and, well, we all remember 
that. 
 

 So hope for 2021 grew. As it came upon the horizon, hopes for cures and 
the disappearance of our global plague grew. Perhaps that year would allow us to 
return to relative normalcy (whatever exactly that was). 2021 has come to an end, 
and the virus is still with us, and it is still striking at every corner of the world. It has 
a role in nearly every conversation. This plague will define a generation. 
 

 As we get started in 2022, let’s look forward and backward. The church 
(both the Christian church at large and Memorial itself) has endured. We belong to 
a body of God’s faithful people that has persisted through plagues, wars, famines, 
persecutions, and countless disasters. And through it all, Christ has been with us. 
We have gathered together in his name – yes, with additional precautions – and we 
have been able to worship God through it all. 
 

 I don’t know what 2022 will bring, but we will enter it with hope and                                
endurance. Perhaps we will still have to wait for utopia. Perhaps we will have to 
wait for flying cars. (‘The Jetsons’ takes place 40 years from now, in 2062.) What I 
can say for certain is that God has been with us. In Christ, we have our faith, our 
hope, and our love. Despite fears and concerns for our health and safety, we have 
continued to reflect God’s love in our church, in our community, and in our world. 
Like our forerunners, Christ is with us along the way – whether we are travelling 
bumpy roads, or flying in the wind.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Chris 
<><  
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COUNCIL NEWS 
Church Council met Monday, December 13th in Fellowship Hall. Newly elected 2022 
Council members, Matthew Creek, Jane Motter and Elaine Shughart were welcomed to 
the meeting.  
 

The Gingerbread House Fellowship event was a great success. The Preschool               
Christmas program for family and guests was well received, also. The students’                
Christmas parties will be held Tuesday, December 14 and Thursday, December 16th in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

Ed Straley reported for the Call Committee that Pastor Jorgensen has identified 1-3 
candidates for our church. The committee plans to meet in early January with Pastor 
Jorgensen. 
 

The Finance Ministry recommended that the undesignated Christmas Eve envelopes’ 
offering be put in the 2021 budgeted Benevolence account. As always, members may 
designate their benevolence gift to wherever they choose. Council approved the                  
recommendation. Finance also reported that a review of the church’s insurance policy 
is planned. It was suggested that Church Property may want to be involved in this              
process. Denny’s Landscaping will be our snow removal contractor this year. In                   
addition to clearing the parking lot, they will clean off the sidewalks, too. A loose                   
banister in the stairwell near the CAR has been discovered. The anchors are pulling out 
of the wall. This has been added to the repair list. Randy Strickler fixed the lights on the 
electric church street sign. Cintas was here for the annual fire extinguisher inspection 
and service of the fire extinguishers. There have been no reports of roof leaks and the 
heat has been turned on. 
 

At the Outreach Ministry (Social Ministry/Evangelism/Shepherding) meeting the                 
inadequacy of signage was discussed. There are parking signs in the office not being 
used. There are damaged signs or signs that need replaced on Penn Street. Additional 
signs along Orange Street pointing to parking behind church are needed. People who 
are not familiar with Memorial and/or Shippensburg may think that there is only street 
parking and not aware of our parking lot’s location. The question was raised if we need 
to contact the borough for signage approval?  
 

Women of the ELCA will hold their December meeting Wednesday the 15th. Members 
boxed up the Lutheran World Relief donations and Disaster Kits and delivered them to 
New Windsor. Memorial will host the 2022 WELCA convention in August. The 250th  
Anniversary Celebration Committee will be meeting again in January 2022. If anyone 
has pictures of the church, the committee is interested in using them. 
 

The out-going Council members were thanked for their service and  
wished well. With that, the regular monthly meeting was adjourned.  
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The special council meeting to elect the officers for 2022 was convened. New Council 
members, Elaine Shughart, Matthew Creek, Jane Motter, and Galen Piper were                 
welcomed to Council. Pastor Chris is looking at the calendar to see when the members 
can be installed during a worship service. The nomination and election of officers was 
held with these results. 2022 Council Officers: Mary Cox, President; Bill Drake,  
Vice-President; Amy Piper, Recording Secretary; Nancy Thompson, Council Secretary; 
Treasurer, Jean Goldthorpe; Assistant Treasurer, Bob Snyder. A Drake/Creek motion 
to approve the 2022 Council Officers nominated was made; motion approved. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm with members praying The Lord’s Prayer. 
   
As I write this for the January Christ Calls newsletter, it is the season of Advent; the 
season to make ready for what is to come. When I ‘googled’ the passage, “prepare the 
way of the Lord,” the following interpretation was given. ‘This means that we take every 
effort to make a positive impact on those around us. John called the crowds to prepare 
the way for the Lord — Jesus wasn't going to do all the work himself.’ So, as I have 
mentioned numerous times before, Romans 12:4-6a, we are all a part of the body of 
Christ, each with our own special gifts and talents to share to make a whole. As it said 
above, “Jesus wasn’t going to do all the work himself,” we can’t expect/depend on a 
few to do all the work. We’re all in this together. The Stewardship Ministry is working on 
ways to encourage members to take a more active part in the ministries of Memorial. 
Recruitment of new members to committees is essential to the lifeblood of Memorial. 
When we join our gifts from God together with others, we can make things happen. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can be a part of supporting these ministries by 
your involvement with them in this new year.  
 

So, “Prepare the way”…..   
 

We went through another year of navigating Covid-19 and all its variants. We continue 
navigating the statistics and trying to find balance and acceptable compromises for 
health and safety while trying to “get back to normal.” As we look forward, we will still 
be dealing with the Covid virus and making sure to offset the negatives with positives. 
And we do have positives!  

 We are the body of Christ and are blessed with his love.! (No greater positive 
    than that one!) 
 We will celebrate our 250th + 1 years of Memorial this year. (This is going to  
    happen!) 
 We will soon be calling a new pastor to Memorial! 
 We have our church family and friends who support and respect each other! 
 We live in a community that still values Christian doctrine and faith in God! 
 We have a whole new year ahead of us to share the blessings of each day and 
    thank God for his goodness! 
 

So, as we embrace 2022, let’s forge ahead with a renewal of the Spirit, ready to share 
the gifts and talents God has blessed us with, and a positive attitude to use them. 
 

Blessings and Peace be to you and yours - Mary 



KEEP IN PRAYER 

NOVEMBER 2021     
          

FUND INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCE YTD 

CURRENT $13,675 $14,372 -$697 -$53,159 
          

BUILDING $2,302 $0 $2,302 $18,724 

  Income   Paid 
Needed to be 

paid for budget YTD Paid 

BENEVOLENCE $2,371 $1,449 $1,901 $34,419 

FINANCES 

Wanda Brown 
Dot Coy 
Jerry Cramer 
C. Eugene Creek 
Robbie Creek 
Dan Dorty 
Beverly/Robert Florig 
Susan Frirsz 

Brian Helman 
June Hile 
Mary Kendall 
Bernita Killian 
Don/ Michelle Linn 
Jerry Lyons 
Ray Luffy 
Doug/Pat Maun 

Miles Moore 
Erin Nollenberger 
Amy Piper 
William Porter 
Dot/Rich Railing 
Ron Richards 
Bill Robinson 
Dave Schriner 

Ed Shade 
Polly Sherman 
Blaine Shover 
Clint Wright 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Oscar Koontz III 
1     Angela Suehr 
2     Melissa Hayes 
2     Richard Sidella 
5     Jack Kelley 
7     Jane Holtry 
7 Allison Drake 

8     Linda Brindle 
8     John Drake 
9     Linda Cooper 
13   Michael Young 
14   Judy Royer 
14   Edie Wright 
16   Linda Benethum 

18   Wendy Tomczak 
19   Emily Davis 
24   Mary Beth Fishel 
25   Ronald Luffy 
25   Kathy Kerr 
27   Joshua Gossert 
27   Zachery Gossert 

28   Tricia Starry 
30    Joyce Villareal 
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Come on out for an In the Bleak Midwinter Breakout  
 
Does SAD have you down? Have you already broken 
your resolution to exercise more? Do you just want to 
get some fresh air? If you answered yes to any of these, 
join us on January 16 for a family friendly (age 6+) hike.  
It will be approximately 3 miles in length and utilize 
some relatively flat trails near Big Flat (in the Birch Run 
Road area).  We’ll meet at the trailhead at 1:30 pm, do 
our hike, and then enjoy a little tailgating at the end. Hot 
Chocolate will be provided, bring a snack to share.     
Directions to the trailhead will be provided in Weekly 
Calls closer to the date. If interested please contact Don Hilbinger by email 
(dhilbing@gmail.com) or text/call 717-377-7817 so that I have an idea who is 
planning to come. For any NFL fans out there, you will only miss a single wild 
card game! 

New Family Shelter 
 

Community Cares has opened a shelter for families in 
need of temporary shelter in the former Episcopal 
Home. 
 

As part of our Christmas gifting our committee made a 
donation to be used for immediate needs. However, 
there are ongoing needs that we decided we as a 
church can meet by monthly collections. January we will 
welcome contributions of paper towels, toilet paper and 
paper napkins. Donations can be placed in the tub next 
to the food collection tubs inside the parking lot door. 
 

Our theme for Christmas gifts to the shelter recalls that for the Holy Family there 
was “no room in the Inn”. 
 

Evangelism and Social Ministry Committee 

mailto:dhilbing@gmail.com
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“Happy New Year” Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and happy 2022. Prayer  
Crafters continue to meet in our upstairs workroom. Please consider joining us when 
time allows, no specific skills are necessary. With many new projects underway, we 
can use extra hands to sort, iron, measure, cut and pin. 

 
Meeting Dates and Times: (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 
January 13 & 27 - 10 am in our upstairs workroom (elevator available) 

 
Thanksgivings:  
  There is something about  
   receiving a handmade item   
   that warms the heart,                        
   especially when you are  
   deployed. The time, talent  
   and energy taken to create  
   these items is an  
   expression of deep  
   appreciation for the service  
   and sacrifice of our service  
   members, first responders,  
   veterans and wounded  
   heroes. Memorial was   
   blessed to be able to send  
   176 scarves to Operation  
   Gratitude “Handmade in  
   Love Project” for Christmas. 

 
Upcoming New Projects:  
  “Breast Cancer Pillows” for Cumberland Valley Breast Cancer Alliance were delivered on  
   December 16 and a new project was asked of our Prayer Crafters group from coordinator,  
   Laura Umbrell. She shared the need for neck roll support pillows for chemo patients. This  
   will be our January/February project for WellSpan Radiation Center in Chambersburg 

 
  Handmade items such as quilts, blankets, scarves, hats, mittens to be donated to the  
   new Community Cares’ Family Shelter at 206 E. Burd Street in Shippensburg.  

 
Donated materials or projects can be placed in the Prayer Crafters’ blue bin in the 

church office. Thank You. 

  
“God’s work. Our hands” 

 

PRAYER CRAFTERS MINISTRY 



SPO Mission Statement:  
Called by the grace of God to love one another, we reach out to those in 

need with food and/or services. 
 

     This year SPO will be facing the challenges that come with the closing of 
King’s Kettle as we work with J.R. and Rhonda Wells to provide a smooth                 
transition for the clients they have served for nearly thirty years. SPO is now in 
its 13

th
 year of providing fresh, healthy food to eligible residents of the Shippens-

burg community and we are determined to continue our outreach. 
 

     Hunger can affect people from all walks of life. Many Americans are a   crisis 
away from food insecurity; some people, including children and seniors, may be 
at greater risk of hunger than others. SPO partners with the Central Pennsylva-
nia Food Bank and other agencies to procure fresh produce, eggs, and meat as 
we strive to meet some of the nutritional needs of eligible members of our com-
munity. 
 

     This March we will once again participate in Match Madness sponsored by 
the Partnership for Better Health. Our plan is to hold a pay-what-you-can              
lasagna dinner as a fundraiser. More details will follow next month, but mark 
your calendars for lasagna on March 18. 
 

     We are so grateful for the support from the congregation with time, money, 
and produce from local gardens. If you would like to learn more about us, stop 
by SPO any Tuesday. We set up at 12:30 pm and distribute from 3:30 pm to 
6:00 pm. There are many small tasks needing a volunteer or just drop in and 
see what is happening. 
 

     May your new year by filled with blessings. Happy New Year from all of us! 
 

 

SHIPPENSBURG PRODUCE and OUTREACH 
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PRESCHOOL 

Happy New Year! 

We truly hope you enjoyed the true meaning of Christmas  
this year.  

We always keep the excitement of Christmas going in our class-
room year round. Although we do slow down a bit in January.  

We had two Christmas programs in  
December this year. It was so nice to be 
“back”  after not having those programs 
last year. The children did an awesome 
job. A big thank you to Pastor Chris for 
emceeing our programs and to Jean  
Robinson for helping in so many ways.  

In January we look at the change of  
seasons into winter and hibernation. We also start to learn more 
about Jesus and all His miracles.  

January Bible Verse: Praise the Lord. Psalm 150 

“Miss” Shirley, Director 



GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANTS  
Please keep our homebound in your prayers. 
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Jackie Bishop 
3500 Fairview St, Apt. 4 
Bethlehem, PA  18017 
 
Grace Commerer 
101 N Prince St  Rm 216 
Shippensburg, PA  17257 
 
Dorothy Coy 
46 Senegal Drive 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 
 
Charles Fleming 
11088 Hurley Dr 
Shippensburg, PA  17257 
 
Robert Florig 
710 Fireside Drive 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evelyn Fuller 
630 Brenton St 
Shippensburg, PA  17257 
 
June Hile 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
Room 121 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
Bernita Killian 
Elmcroft of Shippensburg 
Room 127 
129 Walnut Bottom Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeanne Naugle 
208 Todd Cir 
Carlisle, PA  17013 
 
William Porter 
110 Stewart Place 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
Dorothy Railing 
117 Cleversburg Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
Betty Reilly  
(resides at Orrstown PC Home) 

(mailing address) 
 
948 Baltimore Rd 
   
Shippensburg, PA 17257   
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