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St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church 
C h ristmas E ve , D ec emb e r  24 ,  20 21  

“I bring you good news of a great joy  
which will come to all the people; 

for to you is born this day a Saviour,  
Christ the Lord.”—Luke 2. 10–11 

Welcome 

The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are 
an inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people 
on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish 
we acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen peoples. We commit 
ourselves, as a settler church and people, to continue with our 
First Nations hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and 
reconciliation. 

VISITORS   Welcome! We are delighted that you have 
joined us for worship. 

COMMUNION   All are invited to receive communion. 
For your safety, only the bread will be shared. Be assured 
that in the Anglican Church of Canada it has always been 
our tradition that receiving only one of the elements is 
considered full Communion. 

Gluten free wafers for communion are available. Please 
request it from the person who is distributing the bread. 

 

.
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10:00am Service 

From Common Worship, The Church of England 

Presider & Preacher:  The Rev’d Canon Craig Hiebert 
Assistant: The Rev’d Dyan Davison 
Ministers of Welcome: Mary Huxley, Mary Lawrence 
Organist: Curt Bergen 
Musicians: Bob Gill, Rachel Bergen 
 Pre-recorded excerpts from the Notes of Joy! Advent Noon Concerts and Dorothy Cook (harp)  

Note: in the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Prelude Christmas music from North America, England and Europe 

Welcome and Bidding 

‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord. 
Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger. 
From eternity to eternity you are God, 
and now we see you as a newborn child. 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayers of Penitence at the Manger 

Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
Silence is kept. 

God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
The Presider offers the assurance of God’s forgiveness and healing 

Processional Hymn  Once in Royal David’s City (123) 

(solo) Once in royal David’s city  
stood a lowly cattle shed,  
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed.   
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child.  

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all,  
and his shelter was a stable,  
and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

3. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by,  
we shall see him, but in heaven,  
set at God’s right hand on high,  
when, like stars, his children crowned  
all in white shall gather round. 

Stillness 

Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God. 
Silence is kept. 

Collect for Christmas Eve 

Eternal God 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
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bring us, who know the revelation of that light on earth,  
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Common Worship 2000 

The Story of Jesus’ Birth  

The First Reading Isaiah 9. 2-7, Jackie Hiebert 

Christ’s birth and his kingdom are foreshadowed by the prophet Isaiah 

2The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Carol Joy to the World (154) 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
let earth receive the King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 
let us glad songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hill and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as our sin is found, 
far as our sin is found, 
far as, far as our sin is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love 
and wonders, and wonders of his love. 

Psalm 98  Bob Gill 
 
 
 

Music by George Black, © 2000 Anglican Book Centre 

Refrain: Ring out with joy for God who comes to judge the earth. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done marvellous things. 
With his right hand and his holy arm 
he has won for himself the victory. R 
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The Lord has made known his victory; 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. R 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
with the harp and the voice of song. R 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
the lands and those who dwell therein. R 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world 
and the peoples with equity. R 

The Second Reading  Luke 1. 26-35, 38, Elizabeth Bergen 
The angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel 
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.’ 

Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her. 
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Carol The Angel Gabriel 

1. The angel Gabriel from Heaven came 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as 
flame; 
"All hail", said he, "Thou lowly maiden Mary," 
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

2.  "For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honour thee, 
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers 
foretold, 
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 
"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name," 
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

The Third Reading Luke 2. 1-7, Pauline Samoszynski 

Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for Mary to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 

The Lighting of the Christ Light 

We light this candle for the newborn Christ,  
reawakening hope and faith— 

the Word embodied for our time. 
God, as we receive your promise,  
you are light, you are hope. 
God our Father, 
for us the Saviour is born 
and those who live in darkness  
are seeing a great light. 
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Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy, 
to live in the light of your Son 
and to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who has come into the world. 
Amen. 

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem (121) 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years, 
are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all the earth. 

3. How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of God’s heaven! 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, 
still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sins and enter in; 
be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

The Fourth Reading  Luke 2. 8–20, Warren Steck 

The shepherds go to the manger 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
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‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he 
 favours!’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Carol While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks (136) 

1. While shepherds watched their  
flocks by night 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 

2. “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubles mind. 
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and humankind. 

3. To you in David’s town this day 
is born of David’s line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 

4. The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 
and in manger laid.” 

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus  
addressed their joyful song: 

6. “All glory be to God on high, 
and to the world be peace; 
good will henceforth from  
heaven to earth 
begin, and never cease.” 

The Fifth Reading John 1. 1–5, 10–14 

Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation 

Today Christ is born: 
alleluia. 
Today the Saviour has come: 
alleluia. 
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Today the angels sing on earth: 
alleluia. Glory to God in the highest. 

Hear the Good News of Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Responding to the Word 

Reflection 
The congregation sits 

Affirming our faith The Nicene Creed 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
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hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
(+) We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers for Christmas     

In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, ‘Lord, grant us peace.’ 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel,  
hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace.  
By the mystery of the Word made flesh,  
hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
By the birth in time of your timeless Son,  
hear us, O Lord.  
Lord, grant us peace.  
By the manifestation of your radiant glory to the shepherds and magi,  
hear us, O Lord,  
Lord, grant us peace.  
By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth,  
hear us O Lord.  
Lord, grant us peace.  

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan,  
hear us, O Lord.  
Lord, grant us peace.  
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
hear us, O Lord.  
Lord, grant us peace.  
Hear our prayers for those we love, and those circumstances you have laid on our hearts… 
Silence is kept. 
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Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored our human 
nature. May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to share 
our humanity, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Sharing Peace 

The congregation stands 

This holy night the angels sang, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’ 

Luke 2.14 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Remaining in our places, we share physically-distant signs of Peace with those around us. 

The Sacred Meal Is Shared 
For safety, the Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the 
church during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. 
Please also consider one of the other means of giving that do not require our volunteers and staff to handle cash and cheques: 
electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or bi-weekly or monthly direct debit donations via our diocesan Electronic 
Collection Plate (details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Offertory Hymn  It Came upon the Midnight Clear (141) 
1. It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, to all good will 
from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains 
bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
two thousand years of wrong; 
and we amid our wars hear not  
the words of peace they bring; 
O listen now, and still your strife  
to hear the angels sing. 

4. And you, beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow; 
look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing. 

5. For lo, the days are hastening on, 
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own 
the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

Prayer over the gifts 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist Common Worship (CW) Prayer A 
The congregation remains standing, as they are able 

The Lord be with you.  
and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
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We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
with joyful praise saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest,  
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of your kingdom,  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty,  
renew us by your Spirit,  
inspire us with your love  
and unite us in the body of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise: 
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Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Silence is held 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
The gifts of God, for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Communion  
Please follow the direction of the greeters as they invite rows to receive communion. Please maintain a single flow: approach via 
the main aisle and return via the side aisles. If you do not wish to receive communion, but someone else in your aisle wishes to pass 
by you, please exit your pew temporarily to allow them to pass at a safe distance. You are also welcome to approach the presider 
for a blessing only—this is traditionally indicated simply by crossing your hands over your chest as you approach. 

One of the ministers will bring the Bread out into the garden to serve those worshipping outside. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Prayer after Communion 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on 
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, so that we may be your holy people, revealing 
your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 
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Sharing the Light Silent Night (119) 

1. Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born. 

3. Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from they holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Christmas Blessing 

Christ, who by his incarnation  
gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill  
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you, and remain with you  
now and forever. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful (118) 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of 
angels; 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him,  
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. God of God, light of light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created: R 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in 
exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God in the highest: R. 
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4. See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; R. 

Dismissal 

Go into the night as those who have seen  
the Christ. 
We will go with faith and hope. 

Postlude: Toccata from Symphony # V, Charles Marie Widor 

The musical postlude is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for our encounter with God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. You are invited to use this time for reflection, 
remaining seated. 
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