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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome to our Christmas Eve service.  We invite you tonight to ask yourself these 
questions: 
 
 What captures your attention in the Christmas story?  
 Are you Joseph, praying for strength and vision in relationship with Mary and God?  
 Are you the shepherd who ran to the manger to see and praise Him who is the long-

awaited Messiah?  
 Are you a bystander like the sheep and the donkey, offering warmth and soothing 

sounds to the newborn King?  

As we pray constantly, serve joyfully, and tell the story, how may this Christmas story, 
which started long before Christ’s birth, involve you in this time and place?  
 
May your life be blessed starting on this night and continuing in His light! We prepare our 
hearts and our minds for worship with the prelude. 
 
PRELUDE “Noel, Noel” Linda Spevacek 
 
EVENING PRAYER (Bolded parts are congregational responses) ELW p. 310 

P: The light shines in the darkness 
C: and the darkness has not overcome it. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us 
C: and we have beheld Christ’s glory. 

P: To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all the people. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 “Drawn to the Light” (Stanza 1) ELW #593 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT  ELW pp. 310-311 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also, with you. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set 
lights in the sky to govern night and day.  In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night you led your people into freedom.  Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ; 
may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you 
love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son 
Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
  



 
 
 

*OPENING CAROL “Oh Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW #283 
 
1. O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the king of angels: 

 

 
2. The highest, most holy, 

light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father 
now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also, with you. 
 
PSALM 96 (Read Responsively) 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day to 

day. 
3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the 

heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in 

your sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the 

courts of the LORD.  
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the world so 

firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for you 

come to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. 
 
 

THE GATHERING 



CAROL “Joy to the World” ELW # 267 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

3. No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found  

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 
 

 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY (Reader 1)  LUKE 2: 1-7  
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 
CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW #279 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel! 
 

 
  

THE WORD 



THE CHRISTMAS STORY (Reader 2)  LUKE 2: 8-14 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 

 
1. Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain 

 

Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY (Reader Assistant Liturgist) LUKE 2: 15-20  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Hallelujah” Leonard Cohen 
 
SERMON 

This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it. And be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 

 
  
 
 

 
OFFERING “What Child Is This” Joel Raney 

  

THE meal 



PRAYER OF THANKS 
P: Let us pray.  
C: Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the 

earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we 
may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
COMMUNION (Read Responsively) 
P: On this silent night, God is with you. 
C: God is also with you. 

P: On this holy night, God’s Grace comes to us. 
C: Our hearts rejoice in His becoming one of us, that we might become one with God. 

P: On this Night of nights, the shadows of the world  
melt away before God’s Light. 
We join the choirs of angels in singing to the universe 
the good news of the birth of Jesus. 
This is the night your heart bursts open with Joy, 
this is the evening Grace pours out of heaven, 
this is the moment when you come 
to make all things new, 
ever-creating God. 

You shaped light out of the shadows of chaos, 
and molded your children from the earth, 
looking in the mirror as you formed us, 
breathing your Spirit into our empty lungs. 

Your love for us was so passionate, 
that you sent your only Son 
to become one of us 
that we might be one with you again. 

So, on this night when heaven reaches down 
to caress creation with healing, 
we join the angel choirs who sang your glory, 
and with your people in every time and place, 
caroling the good news which is ours: 

C: Gloria! Gloria! In excelsis deo! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One born this night for us. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

  



P: Pour out your Spirit upon us, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
and on the gifts you have given us. 
We lift the broken bread, 
praying we would be made whole, 
at peace with one another, 
and reconciled to you. 

As we drink from the vineyard of grace, 
we believe that our salvation has come, 
and we are one with Christ, 
our flesh filled with his spirit of sacrifice, 
our spirits refreshed by his compassionate heart. 

As your joy flows into us, 
may we become a river 
carrying your justice to the poor; 
as your hope sings in our hearts, 
may we carry your righteousness to all who suffer. 
And as we taste the promise 
of the feast you prepare for us in your kingdom, 
may we live for you and serve your children, 
as we have been served by the Child of Christmas, 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
   
LORD’S PRAYER  (ELW p. 112 right side) 
 
COMMUNION “Away in the Manger” (Stanza 1) ELW #277 
 
BLESSING OF THE LIGHT (Read Responsively) Isaiah 9 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C: those who lived in a land of deep darkness --- on them light has shined. 

P: For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
C: the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

P: For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 

C: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

P: authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

P: The light shines in the darkness, 
C: and the darkness did not overcome it. 



LIGHT THE CANDLES (When lighting your candle, please tip the unlit candle into the 
flame of the lit candle.) 
 
CAROL “Silent Night, Holy Night” ELW #281 

Silent night, holy night! all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

(As the lights come back on, please extinguish your candles. Please hold candle upright 
until the wax dries.  As you leave, please return the candle to the container in the back.) 

 
 

 
*CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the 
shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day † through the Word made 
flesh. Amen. 
 

*CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW #270 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
3. Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with 
healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory 
by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

THE sending 



*CHRISTMAS SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
 

*POSTLUDE  
 
 
 

Participants 
Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger  
Assisting Minister Bill Fitzgerrel 
Reader 1 & 2 Laura Philips / Karen Wenger  
Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist Rick Strine  
Chancel Choir and Band Director Milt Scott  
Audio/Visual Mike Reynolds & family / Dan Lynch 
 Jeremy Hahn 
Greeters Gary & Nora Beck / Kris Sites  
Check-In Ruth Nihiser and Val Grohne  
Money Counters Steve & Karen Wenger / Ken & Carol Broeking  
 
  

Prayer Requests  
Michelle McCord family (Her grandson, and Sydney’s great grandson,  

Kylin Akins passed away Dec. 8.  
Matt Andrews and family (Matt is Jan Andrews’ son),  

Jim Summers 
 

We have recently added a prayer request form on our website. We invite you to check it 
out, and all the other content our web page has to offer. It can all be found at 

www.felcdecatur.org.  The prayer request is under the “About” tab.  Or you may let the 
office know of anyone to be added. 

 

Announcements 
Sunday Worship Services: 

December 26 at 9:30am 
January 2 at 9:30am 

 
MARK YOUR 2022 CALENDARS FOR: 

Congregation Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 23, 2022 after worship 
“Dream Big” dialogue, Sunday, January 30, 2022 after worship 

Your 2022 offering envelopes are available for pick-up. 

http://www.felcdecatur.org/


Poinsettias 
 

Given By In Memory Of 
The Allgeiers Henry Allgeier 
Wayne & Connie Banfield Harry & Clara Banfield 

Bill & Mary Osborne 
Ann Banfield 

Gary & Nora Beck Tamberlin Beck 
Jinny Sills 

Carol & Ken Broeking Our loving families – past & present 
Patricia Cox William & Bertha Glore 
Toni Ellison John, Brian, and Christine Ellison 

Arthur, Barbara, and Bert Qualls 
Susan Martin Rusty Martin 
Larry Osborne Family Our loved ones who are in our hearts 
Matt & Laura Philips Richard Philips and Marvin Toben 
Kathy Scott Lauren Chamberlain and Rick Scott 
Malachowski & Taute family Walter & Eleanor Hegstrom 
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	Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

