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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The festival of Christmas lasts for twelve days which we will 
celebrate on the Feast of Epiphany, January 2. On that day we 
remember and celebrate the visitation of the Wise Men from the 
East who, after following a star for a very long time come to the 
home of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus in Bethlehem. Whey they 
arrived they offered their gifts to the new born King, Jesus. The 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

GATHERING 
 

During these special and festive services, it is assumed that we will be 
singing along with the hymns and carols while remaining in our masks. 

In the new year, we will continue to evaluate appropriate measures             
to mitigate the risk of Covid-19.  

 
WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE  “Joy to the World”                                                - Burkhardt       
 
Please stand  
 
GATHERING HYMN  “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”          ELW 288 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the  manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
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DIALOGUE 
P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light: 
C: those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has  
     shined. 
P: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
C: they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people  
     exult when dividing plunder. 
P:  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, authority rests  
     upon his shoulders; 
C: and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.  
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open 
our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we 
may think and act according to your good will and may live 
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
FIRST READING                                                  Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God 
said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate 
the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and 
for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to 
give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great 
lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night — and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
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The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL  “I Wonder As I Wander”                        Soloist, Norma Bricker                                    
 
 
SECOND READING              Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall 
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of 
peace.  
 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL  “Once in Royal David’s City”                                      ELW 269 

 
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav'n above; 
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high; 
there his children gather round, bright like stars, with glory crowned. 
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THIRD READING                                                         Luke 1:26-35, 38  
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                            ELW 275 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
  

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, 
         worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. 
 

Refrain 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star. 
 

Refrain 
 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising  to the eternal Three in One. 
 

Refrain 
 
FOURTH READING                                                     Matthew 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her  
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husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God 
is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL  “Away in a Manger”                                                    ELW 277 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord  
Jesus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked 
down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord  
Jesus, no crying he makes. I love you, Lord Jesus; look  
down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me  
forever and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in  
your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
FIFTH READING                                                                 Luke 2:8-20  
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will  
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  14"Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they  
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and  
 

 
 



7  

 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
BELL DUET  “Angels We Have Heard on High”    
                                                                   Don Hilbinger, Kyle Hilbinger 
 
 
SIXTH READING                                                           Matthew 2:1-11 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Her-
od heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and call-
ing together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethle-
hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6'And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rul-
ers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  
11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                     ELW 279 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years  are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 
 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming;  but, in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Please stand 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
SEVENTH READING                                                          John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CAROL  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”                                  ELW 270 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!   
 

Refrain 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings,  ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.   
 

Refrain 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout 
time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us 
with those who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down 
by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the 
humility to trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in ser-
vice to you and the natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friend-
ships, communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that 
we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love to 
those most vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shep-
herds and an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your 
Spirit to all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in 
any need this day (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to 
forgive one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the 
wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect 
harmony. Merciful God, receive our prayer.  
 
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever 
(especially). We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who 
gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
BELL CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Still, Still, Still”    

 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN  “What Child Is This”     ELW 296  (verses 1 & 3) 
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are  
     keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own 
him. The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Please stand 
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MEAL 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 
earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to 
receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
CHRISTMAS PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the 
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and  
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,  
the Word made flesh. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
(1 Corinthians 11:23b-25) 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God  
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,  
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  “The First Noel”                                    ELW 300   
 

The first Noel the angel did say was to  
certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  in fields where  
they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's  
night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star shining  
in the east beyond them far; and to the  
earth it gave great light, and so it  
continued both day and night.   
 

Refrain 
 

And by the light of that same star three  
wise men came from country far; to seek for a  
king was their intent, and to follow the  
star wherever it went.   
 

Refrain 
 

This star drew near to the northwest, o'er  
Bethlehem it took its rest; and there it  
did both stop and stay right over the  
place where Jesus lay.   
 

Refrain 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, full  
rev'rently upon their knee, and offered  
there in his presence their gold, and  
myrrh, and frankincense.   
 

Refrain 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”          ELW 272 
 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath  
sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming as  
seers of old have sung, it came, a flow'r so bright, 
amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in  
mind; with Mary we behold it, the  
virgin mother kind. To show God's love aright, she  
bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night. 
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This flow'r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the  
air, dispels with glorious splendor the  
darkness everywhere. True man, yet very God, from  
sin and death he saves us and lightens ev'ry load. 
 
O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human  
woe; O Savior, king of glory, who  
dost our weakness know: bring us at length, we pray, to  
the bright courts of heaven and into endless day. 
 
Please stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these 
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The holy Three, the holy One, increase your hope, strengthen your 
faith, deepen your love, and + grant you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                        ELW 290 
 
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
         go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching  o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.   
 
Refrain  
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth.   
 
Refrain 
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Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.   
 
Refrain 
                                      
 
Please be seated 
 
 
POSTLUDE  “O Come All Ye Faithful”                                      - Behnke 
                 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one 
of those seven upon whom the apostles laid hands after they had been 
chosen to serve widows and others in need. Later, Stephen's preach-
ing angered the temple authorities, and they ordered him to be put to 
death by stoning. 
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