
 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2021 

Brechin United Church 
(at Sands Memorial Chapel) 

 

Prelude: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

 

Welcome and Welcome back  

 

Hymn:     MV 1  “Let us Build a House”   vs. 1, 4, 5  

 

A Recognition of place Land acknowledgment:  

As an act of reconciliation, we of Central Vancouver Island, in Nanaimo British Columbia, would like to 

acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional and unceded territory of The Coast Salish peoples, 

and the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw first nation. 

We also give thanks to the ancestors, hereditary leaders and matriarchs, creatures big and small, for 

looking after the rich resources and cultural teaching of this beautiful land. 

Today we continue to seek new relationships with the original people of this land, one based in honour 

and respect.  In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, regardless of race, creed, age, 

cultural background or sexual orientation.  

From wherever you come, and whoever you are, know that you are welcome to worship here in our safe 

space, Brechin United Church. 

 

Carol:     VU 68   “All Poor Ones and Humble” 

 

Call to worship: 

Like the shepherds, we come to the stable,  

uncertain of what we have heard and seen, 

longing to hear a word of peace and joy. 

 

Like the wise ones, we have journeys to make, 

gifts to offer, and hope in our hearts, 

that this world can change for the better. 

 

Here, in the stillness of a winter’s night,  

we gather to share the light of Christ, 

a light that shines in the nightfall. 

We gather in the wonder of this night  

to share our joy and thanks for new life. 

 

Opening Prayer:  

Far from home and at risk from the threatening and powerful,  

Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph. 

We give you thanks, O God,  

for Jesus, your chosen one. 

Far from home but embraced by God’s light and love,  

Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for Jesus, your chosen one. 



 

 

Far from home but celebrated by heavenly angels, 

Jesus is born to Joseph and Mary. 

We give you thanks, O God,  

for Jesus, your chosen one. 

Far from home but sought out by humble shepherds,  

Jesus is born to Joseph and Mary. 

We give you thanks, O God,  

for Jesus, your chosen one. 

Far from home and close to home, 

we welcome the birth of the Christ child 

this Christmas Eve.  Amen. 

 
(David Sparks, Summerland, B.C.; Traduction et adaptation:  D. Fortin/MiF) 

 

Carol:    VU 64    “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 

Advent, the season of preparing, is nearly over.  

 Our waiting is nearly finished. 

 Now is a time of fulfillment and celebration. 

In the darkness of night, we give thanks for light. 

 

Carol 6  vs. 1   “A Candle is Burning” 

 

We light a candle of hope: 

hope for ourselves, and for God’s beloved world. 

 

Carol 6   vs. 2  “A Candle is Burning” 

 

We light a candle of peace: 

peace in our hearts, and on earth. 

 

Carol 6   vs. 3  “A Candle is Burning” 

 

We light a candle of joy: 

joy to the world, and within our whole being. 

 

Carol 6   vs. 4  “A Candle is Burning” 

 

We light a candle of love: 

the promise of God’s love for us, and for all creation. 

 

And now the hour has come and the season is fulfilled.  

We light the Christ candle, 

the light of the world, the light of possibility.  Amen. 

 

Carol 6  vs. 5  “A Candle is Burning” 

 

 

 



 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

The first Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Carol:   VU 2    “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 
The Second Lesson:  Luke 1:26-35 

Carol:   VU 48  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

 
The Third Lesson:  Luke 2:1-20 

Carol:  VU 75   “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

 
The Fourth Lesson:  John 1:1-14 

Carol:   VU 58   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 
Offering 

Carol:   VU  55  “What Can I Give Him?” verse 4 

 
Prayers of the people:   

God of star and stable, you lead us to wonder and to hope.  

You gather us together to hear your promise of love.  

As we gather, we offer our concerns and our dreams, our hopes and fears… (silence) 

Like the shepherds who sought the stable, we seek your promise of peace.  

We pray for your people broken by violence,  

those who live with fear, and those who live without hope. 

We remember (places/events in the world), and we pray for your courage and peace… (silence) 

 
Like the wise ones who dedicated their gifts, we remember those in need. 

We pray for those who are lonely, hungry, or forgotten; 

for those who are ill in body and in spirit; 

for those who are confused or afraid. 

We pray for your joy and love, for all your people,  

especially those we remember now… (silence) 

 
Holy One, you came as a child, offering renewal of spirit and of living. 

May our prayers be a new beginning: for healing, truth, and trust. 

May we embody love that is forgiving, compassionate, and gracious.  

May we send back the angels’ song of peace and joy. 

We pray these things in the name of Jesus who became the Christ,  

who taught us when we pray to say…  

 
Prayer of Jesus:  Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916)      (copyright 1988 Jim Cotter) 

 
Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

 



 

 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Sharing of Christ’s Light 

 

Carol:    VU 67  “Silent Night” 

 

Benediction and Commissioning: 

From this house to yours,  

may you share in the gifts of this season. 

May love, the promise of generations, attend you. 

Joy, the gift of life together, fill you. 

Peace, the desire of neighbour and nations, find you. 

Hope, the horizon of faith, sustain you. 

And may a Very Blessed Christmas be yours.  Amen. 

 

Postlude:    “O Holy Night” 

 

 

(Advent Unwrapped – United Church of Canada) 

 

 

Our thanks to our musicians, Gwen Boyd and Eveline de Koning; to our power point operator,  

David Ruel; and to our greeters/ushers Susan and John Ward, Nelson Skomorowski, and Gloria  

and Pierre Le Gal  
 
 


