
   

 

 

Thou shalt call his name Jesus. 
                                                           Luke 1:31 



2  

 

DECEMBER 24, 2021 
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD ~ CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church as we celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for worshiping 
with us on this most holy and joyful night. As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 

  
INTRODUCTION  
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. 
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the 
world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The 
angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, 
we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 
GATHERING 

 
During these special and festive services, it is assumed that we will be 
singing along with the hymns and carols while remaining in our masks. 

In the new year, we will continue to evaluate appropriate measures                
to mitigate the risk of Covid-19.  

 
WELCOME 

 
PIANO PRELUDE  “Lo, How a Rose”  - Paxton     (2:00 PM SERVICE) 

 
PRELUDE                                                               (7:30 PM SERVICE)
  
     BELL CHOIR  “Holy Night, Holy Child”                   - Michael Helman 
 
     “Fum, Fum, Fum”                                                                       - Lind 
 
     “Twas In the Moon of Wintertime”                                        - Behnke 
 
     “German Carol Fantasy”                                                            - Bish 

      
PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

 
Please stand 
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GATHERING HYMN  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       ELW 283 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O 
come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
              O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
 
Refrain 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
 
Refrain 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
 
Refrain 

                                                                               
GREETING      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                                                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light 
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of 
his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                Isaiah 9:2-7  
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope 
based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While 
Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for 
faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this! 
 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You 
have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been 
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM  “O Holy Night”   Soloist, Brenda Mason (7:30 PM SERVICE) 
 
PSALM   96        READ RESPONSIVELY 
1Sing to the Lord a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
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4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.  
9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  
      will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all  
      that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming,  
      O Lord, for you come to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
 

SECOND READING              Titus 2:11-14  
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all 
humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while 
also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us 
to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia. (Luke 2:10-11) 
                                                                                              
The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord.  
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GOSPEL                 Luke 2:1-20 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the 
“good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!”  15When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.  

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                         (2:00 PM SERVICE) 

 
SERMON 

 
Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “I’m So Glad Each Christmas Eve”       ELW 271 
 
I am so glad each Christmas Eve, the night of Jesus' birth! 
Then like the sun the star shone forth, and angels sang on earth. 
 
The little child in Bethlehem, he was a king indeed! 
For he came down from heav'n above to help a world in need. 
 
He dwells again in heaven's realm, the Son of God today; 
and still he loves his little ones and hears them when they pray. 
 
I am so glad each Christmas Eve! His praises then I sing; 
he opens now for ev'ry child the palace of the king. 
 
And so I love each Christmas Eve, and I love Jesus too; 
and that he loves me ev'ry day I know so well is true. 
 
 
NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
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     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout 
time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church 
throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all 
who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful God, receive our  
prayer. 
 
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration 
has come. Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. 
Where light pollution disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practic-
es. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct 
those in power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nur-
ture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who 
cry out in pain, despair, or need this night (especially). Bring comfort to 
those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season 
especially difficult. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted par-
ents. Bless new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those 
who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out your love upon families of 
every kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came 
before us. We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth 
his mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your love. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
OFFERTORY    

 
The Ushers will collect the offering 

 
BELL CHOIR OFFERTORY  “One Small Child”       - Anna Laura Page 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN  “What Child Is This”      ELW 296 (verses 1 & 3) 

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are 
     keeping?  
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own  
     him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!            

 
Please stand 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 
earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to 
receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
CHRISTMAS PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the 
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and  
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 
may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
(1 Corinthians 11:23b-25) 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God  
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,  
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
Please be seated 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Love Has Come”                                 ELW 292   
 

Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the  
Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! Born unto  
you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now  
asleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? Love! Love! Love is  
the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life  
everlasting and free. Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! Love is  
the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                     ELW 276 
 
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you! 
 
Please stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these 
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING                                               (7:30 PM SERVICE) 
The ushers will light the candles at the end of each pew. Please tip  
only unlighted candles toward the flame and pass the light down the 
pews. As the candles are lighted we will listen to a reading from John 
1:1-14. When all the candles are lighted we will sing the hymn. 
 
HYMN  “Silent Night, Holy Night!”           ELW 281 (7:30 PM SERVICE) 
 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, 
all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly  
peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake 
at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is 
born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, 
love’s pure light radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your 
birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The holy Three, the holy One, increase your hope, strengthen your 
faith, deepen your love, and + grant you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Joy to the World”                                        ELW 267 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth  
receive her king; let ev'ry heart prepare him  
room and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature  
sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their  
songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and  
plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding  
joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns 
infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings 
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is 
found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the  
nations prove the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his 
love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Please be seated 
 
BELL CHOIR POSTLUDE  “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”     
                                                                                (2:00 PM SERVICE) 
 
POSTLUDE  “Angels From the Realms of Glory”                  - Burkhardt   
                (7:30 PM SERVICE) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission un-
der Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243.  New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 
10:00 AM 
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MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
34 E. Orange Street 

Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 
Web Site: memluth.org 

E-mail: office@memluth.org 
717-532-4614 

 
 

Welcoming all  
Reaching out in love 

Growing together in Christ 
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Suehr 
717-532-4614 or 724-989-8106 or pastor@memluth.org 

Office hours are Wednesday: 9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Tuesday and Thursday by appointment 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God  
and in loving memory of grandparents  

by Thomas Enderliein, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
Come on out for an In the Bleak Midwinter Breakout:  Does SAD 
have you down? Have you already broken your resolution to   
exercise more? Do you just want to get some fresh air? If you 
answered yes to any of these, join us on January 16 for a family 
friendly (age 6+) hike. It will be approximately 3 miles in length 
and utilize some relatively flat trails near Big Flat (in the Birch 

Run Road area). We’ll meet at the trailhead at 1:30 
pm, do our hike, and then enjoy a little tailgating at 
the end. Hot Chocolate will be provided, bring a 
snack to share. Directions to the trailhead will be  
provided in Weekly Calls closer to the date. If           
interested please contact Don Hilbinger by email 

(dhilbing@gmail.com) or text/call 717-377-7817 so that I have an 
idea who is planning to come.  For any NFL fans out there, you 
will only miss a single wild card game! 
 
 

mailto:dhilbing@gmail.com
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  Jackie Bishop 
  Peg Commerer 
  Dorothy Coy  
  Charles Fleming 
  Robert Florig 
                        Evelyn Fuller 
  June Hile 
 
 

            Bernita Killian 
 Jeanne Naugle 
 William Porter 
 Dorothy Railing  
 Betty Reilly 
 All Caregivers  

Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Christopher Suehr  

 
Organist 

Nancy Fogelsanger 
  

Choir Director 
Blaine Shover 

  
Bell Choir Director 

Kathy Kerr 
 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

  
Youth Director 
Stacy McCole 

  
Preschool Director 

Shirley Perry  


