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Theme:  The values of heaven and this world are very different. 
 
Text:  Luke 2:1-7 
 
Here’s a thought:  John F. Walvoord explained, “He was like a king who 
temporarily puts on the garments of a peasant while at the same time 
remaining king.” 
 
Here are some enlightening definitions and very different values: 

 
Communism:  You have two cows; the government takes one and gives 
you part of the milk. 
 
Socialism:  You have two cows; the government takes one cow and gives 
it to your neighbour. 
 
Fascism:  You have two cows; the government takes both and sells you 
the milk. 
 
Naziism:  You have two cows; the government takes both and shoots you. 
 
Bureaucracy:  You have two cows; the government takes both, shoots 
one, milks one and pours some milk down the drain. 
 
Capitalism:  Of course, we understand this one - you have two cows, you 
sell one and buy a bull. 

 
We have a study in contrasts in Luke 2:1-7: 
 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went 
to his own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because 
he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths 



 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn. NIV 

 
The tale of two kings was told to the world 2,000 years ago: 

Caesar Augustus 
and 

Jesus Christ 
 

Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1-3) 
 

 
 
Augustus (63 B.C. to A.D. 14), meaning the exalted, was the name given to 
Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus (Octavian) when he became the first Roman 
emperor in 27 B.C. 
 
Augustus’ influence was so far-reaching that it lasted, and even increased, for 
nearly 200 years.  Rome achieved her glory during his reign, and the period 
came to be known as the Augustan Age, the golden age of Roman literature and 
architecture. 
 
Augustus had many roads, bridges, aqueducts and beautiful buildings built in 
Rome.  He boasted that he “found Rome brick and left it marble.”  In addition 
to completing buildings left unfinished by his assassinated great uncle, Julius 
Caesar, Augustus restored many structures, including 82 temples.  Sculptors 
created many beautiful works in a classic style to decorate these buildings. 
 
Augustus was a cold, calculating statesman, but he knew how to gain 
popularity.  After his death, the people of the Roman Empire worshipped him 
as Divine Augustus. 
 
The lust for power can become downright ugly at times.  When an office holder 
in Ottawa died, a perennial office seeker hurried to the House of Parliament to 
inform the Prime Minister that he’d like to “take the deceased man’s place.” 
 
The Prime Minister answered, “If it’s all right with the undertaker, it’s all right 
with me.” 
 
The reign of Augustus ushered in the Pax Romana, a time of relative peace and 
order throughout the Empire, finally established after 100 years of civil war.  
He maintained an honest government, a sound currency system and free trade 
among the provinces.  He developed an efficient postal system, improved 



 

harbours and established colonies.  He extended the elaborate highway system 
that connected Rome to remote parts of the Empire. 
 
Peace and transportation would make it much easier for God’s messengers to 
carry His story and His call all over the Empire.  God was using even the 
heathen to fulfill His plans for the Messiah. 
 
God moved Augustus to decree a census when the “time had fully come” 
(Galatians 4:4).  This decree required each Jew to return to his ancestral town, 
which was Bethlehem in Joseph’s case.  The timing was such that Mary and 
Joseph were in Bethlehem when Jesus was born.  In all of this, God acted in 
ways that none of the participants knew how they were fulfilling prophecy. 
 
We do not know why the people were required to go to their towns to register.  
Maybe they kept the official family records there, and the registration helped 
keep them up to date.  Travelling to a distant community to register laid a 
heavy burden on the people, but imperial Rome rarely worried about the 
inconvenience of her subjects. 
 
On a larger scale, we can see the hand of God intervening to bring about the 
fulfillment of a prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  The 
prophet Micah predicted in Micah 5:2 more than 700 years before Christ: 
 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 

of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. NIV 

 
A Danish king named Canute ruled over England from 1014 to 1035.  King 
Canute was tired of hearing his subjects flatter him with extravagant praises of 
his greatness, power and invincibility, so he directed his chair to be set down 
on the seashore, where he commanded the waves not to come in and wet him.  
No matter how forcefully he ordered the tide not to come in, the tide did not 
obey his order.  Soon the waves lapped around his chair.  He never wore his 
crown again but hung it on a statue of the crucified Christ from that day 
forward. 
 
Unfortunately, Caesar Augustus failed to recognize the arrival of a king much 
more significant than himself. 
 
The tale of two kings was told to the world 2,000 years ago: 
Caesar Augustus 

Jesus Christ (Luke 2:4-7) 
 



 

 
 
The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 80 miles and would have taken 
several days to complete.  Such a journey would have been an unpleasant 
experience with Mary’s pregnancy almost full term.  It may also have occurred 
during the cold, rainy season, adding further discomfort for the travellers. 
 
Within a short time of their arrival, the baby was born.  The exertion of the trip 
might have accelerated the birth.  The newborn baby was wrapped in strips of 
cloth, tightly enveloping him.  A delicate white shawl, tied with a golden band, 
was sometimes used for the purpose; at other times, a small purple scarf, 
fastened with a brooch.  The splendour and costliness of these bands showed 
the child’s rank.  The poor used broad strips of ordinary cloth.  Mary probably 
brought these strips of fabric in preparation for the birth.  Lacking a bed or 
cradle, the parents laid the baby in an animal feeding trough.  This reference to 
a trough has given rise to the belief that the birth occurred in a stable.  
However, such a trough could be in a corral or field with no roof over it. 
 
“There was no room for them in the inn” (v. 7).  This statement is loaded with 
meaning!  It seems symbolic of events later in the life of Jesus when people had 
no room for Him in their hearts.  There was room only in this manger, on the 
cross and in the tomb. 
 
These were hardly five-star accommodations available in Bethlehem.  The inn 
would provide shelter for travellers and their animals, but little else.  Travellers 
might find refuge with the animals when an inn was full.  The inn had no 
vacancy, with many extra visitors in Bethlehem for the census. 
 
Mary and Joseph could probably have related to a beggar who appeared at the 
door of a boy’s dormitory.  A student opened the door and heard the 
unfortunate one’s plea. 
 
“Has Fortune never knocked on your door?” asked the student. 
 
“He did once,” replied the beggar, “but I was out.  Ever since then, he has sent 
his daughter.” 
 
“His daughter!” exclaimed the puzzled student. “Who is she?” 
 
“Why, can it be possible that you do not know Fortune’s daughter? It’s Miss 
Fortune, of course.” 
 



 

Tradition places the stable in a cave.  Visitors to Bethlehem today are shown 
what reputedly is the birthplace of Jesus and our family had the opportunity to 
see it.  Wherever the exact spot was, it was a humble place, not a royal palace.  
How different things would have been if we were booking the reservations! 
 
We see the character of God magnified when contrasted with the values of 
people.  Caesar Augustus and Jesus were two very different people.  Augustus 
walked over people in his quest for power while Jesus willingly set aside His 
power.  The Apostle Paul summarizes in Philippians 2:5-8: 
 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being 

in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death on 
a cross! NIV 

 
John F. Walvoord explained, “He was like a king who temporarily puts on the 
garments of a peasant while at the same time remaining king.” 
 
Augustus came to enjoy the best this world had to offer.  Jesus came to endure 
the worst this world had to offer.  Augustus rose to the most powerful position 
in the world at his time and enjoyed all the luxuries that came with it.  
Beginning with His humble birth in a dirty old manger and ending with His 
crucifixion by the most painful and humiliating method known at that time, 
Jesus was despised and rejected by men.  Such hardship was all part of God’s 
plan for salvation.  As someone has concluded, “God made a way in the 
manger.” 
 
People recognized Augustus’ power and authority.  He certainly would not have 
been relegated to the stable had he appeared at the same inn.  From the 
beginning, people rejected Jesus’ royalty, and their actions spoke loudly of our 
human tendency to judge by outward appearances. 
 
Augustus constantly pursued instant gratification.  His priorities centred 
around grabbing all the wealth and territory for his Empire that he could.  
Jesus’ life exemplified delayed gratification.  We go on to read in Philippians 
2:9-11: 
 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
NIV 

 
The call of Christ is to serve and give rather than control and manipulate.  God 
promises to lift us when we humble ourselves. 
 
Do you know how an Inuit kills a wolf?  First, he coats his knife blade with 



 

animal blood and lets it freeze.  Then he adds several more layers of blood until 
they completely conceal the blade. 
 
Next, the hunter plants his knife in the snow with the blade up.  When a wolf 
follows his sensitive nose to the source of the scent and discovers the bait, he 
licks it, tasting the fresh-frozen blood.  He begins to lick faster, more and more 
vigorously, lapping the blade until the keen edge is bare.  Feverishly now, faster 
and faster, the wolf licks the knife in the Arctic night.  The wolf’s craving for 
blood becomes so great that he neither notices the razor-sharp sting of the 
naked blade on his tongue nor does he recognize the instant at which his 
insatiable thirst is being satisfied by his warm blood.  His carnivorous appetite 
just craves more - until the dawn finds him dead in the snow! 
 
Lust and greed are destructive forces.  The rules and morals of this world are 
not the same in the kingdom of heaven.  There will be times when we as 
followers of Christ will be unrecognized, pushed aside, insulted, perhaps even 
martyred for representing Him.  We do not see this as a tragedy if we focus on 
eternity and the moment we will appear before the King of kings.  I want to 
hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
 
The tale of two kings was told to the world 2,000 years ago: 

Caesar Augustus 
and 
Jesus Christ 
 
We see the character of God magnified when contrasted with the values of 
people. 
 

 
 


