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Lighting of the Candle  
The 3 Candles are lit. 
Officiant: We light this candle for the Christmas story that shines hope on our 

lives. 
Officiant: Together let us pray: 
All: Come O Holy One, breaker of chains and renewer of life! Open our 

eyes to your presence in all the earth.  Stir us to proclaim gladly 
the signs of your love: the liberation of those oppressed, the 
healing of those frail and broken, springs of water in all the 
parched places and Jesus Christ risen and alive, through who we 
pray.  Amen. 

 
Opening Music CP 89 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Opening Acknowledgement: 
Officiant: In this time and place, we gather on the unceded ancestral territories of 

the Coast Salish people and the Cowichan Tribes. 
  In this time and place we gather in the name of the living God.  

In this time and place we gather with the community of faith around the 
globe and across the ages. 

  In this time and place we are not alone, but one in Christ. 
  In this time and place Hallowed, expectant, one people in God. 
All: In this time and place heaven and earth are one. In the name of the 

Holy and Blessed One, Creator, Redeemer and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Greeting:  
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
All:  And also with you.  

 
Collect of Purity 
Officiant: Almighty God,  
All:  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Collect of the Day:  
Officiant: Stir up your power, O Lord, 
All: and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 



help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Book of Zephaniah (3:14-20) 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no 
more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 
your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove 
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will 
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring 
you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lord. 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: CP 361 Surely It Is God Who Saves Me (sung in place of Psalm) 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:4-7) 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gradual Alleluia:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: 
Deacon: The Good News of Jesus according to Luke 
All: Glory be to you Jesus Christ 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, 
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we 
do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire." 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
Deacon: The Good News of Jesus Christ. 
All:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily



Music for Reflection  
 
Affirmation of Faith: A Celtic Creed * 
Deacon:  Let us affirm our faith as we say, 
All:  We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun 

and moon, of water and earth, of male and female. We believe in 
God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh, born of a 
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of 
sorrows, he died forsaken. He descended into the earth to the 
place of death. On the third day he rose from the tomb. He 
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, and His kingdom 
will come on earth. We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of 
Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing 
and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People  
 
Confession and Absolution 
Deacon:  Dear friends in Christ, let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 

forgiveness.  
Silence is kept 
Deacon:  Most Merciful God, 
All: Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins I can remember, and also 

the sins I have forgotten. Forgive the wrong actions I have 
committed, and the right actions I have omitted. Forgive the times I 
have been weak in the face of temptation, and those when I have 
been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times I have 
been proud of my own achievements, and those when I have failed 
to boast of your works. Forgive the harsh judgements I have made 
of others, and the leniency I have shown to myself. Forgive the lies 
I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. Forgive me the 
pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have shown to 
myself. Jesus have pity on me, and make me whole. Amen. 

Officiant: May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, and 
cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  And also with you. 



Offertory Music    CP 349  All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Officiant: God our hope, 
All: renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living sacrifice 

to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer for Advent 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Holy One. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our loving God. 
All: It is right to offer thanks and praise 
Celebrant: It is right to give you thanks and praise, Great God of the Coming Dawn, 

for in each new day you surprise the earth with splendour. Be with us in 
this Advent season, As we wait and watch for your coming amongst us 

 Together we raise our voices with all the saints to proclaim: 
All: Holy, Holy, Holy, One, God of Love and Light 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
 Hosanna in the highest!  
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  
 Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.  
Celebrant: Blessed are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 

coming was announced by wilderness prophets and who arrived to the 
song of angels in the choir stall of a manger. 

 In Jesus you not only took our name but our flesh.  He was the One 
promised. He announced the new day and the acceptable year when 
the blind would see, the poor rejoice, when captives would be set free 
and the oppressed would once more walk in liberty. 

 In stories He spoke of waiting bridesmaids and prodigal sons, with tears 
and compassion he brought a dead man to life and gave a woman at a 
well the living water she sought. With anger he overturned tables and 
challenged the powerful.  On the cross he revealed the power of 
weakness and in the emptiness of the tomb he gave us a glimpse of 
your tomorrow that does not end in death. On the night when he was 
betrayed he sat at a table with his friends. He took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, served it to them, and said, “Take this. Eat it. It is my body, 
given for you. Do this to remember me.”  

 In the same way he took the cup, blessed it, served it to them, and said, 



“Drink from this every one of you. This is my blood poured out for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

 And so we remember. And so we offer our praise and thanks and our 
very selves as a holy and living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering 
for us.  As we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
So we await your new day. So we call on you to send your holy Spirit on 
us and on these elements of bread and wine.  Let them be for us once 
more Christ’s body and let us be for you once more Christ’s body make 
us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world. God of the Dawn, Christ of the new Day Coming, Spirit who is 
Ever Present, we wait for you this day, your day. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us let us pray,  
All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread for Advent 
Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All:  Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God 
 
Agnus Dei  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us (repeat) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Music during Communion  CP  572   Let There be Light 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Officiant:  Let us pray,  
All:  O God, who brings us joy with the yearly remembrance of the birth 

of your only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive 
Him as our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence see Him, 



when He will come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
Doxology 
All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  
Amen.  

 
Blessing 
Officiant: May He who by his incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and 

heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Recessional Hymn:  CP  350   Stand Up and Bless The Lord 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon: Alleluia – Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 


