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Welcome & Introduction 

Welcome everyone!  For those of you joining on LOVESTREAM, this is the Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church Aberfoyle Park South Australia. 

 
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, so we light four candles.  You can do this at home every 
meal you have this week.  If you have children, get them to do it and talk about how God gets us 
ready for the coming of Jesus. 

 
As you know, each day since December 1st we have been looking at various stories that give us 
some clues about the character and work of Jesus… 
 

Day 13 – was about how God chose King David 
It turns out that David was not the most impressive of Jesse’s boys, but he had the right heart.  God 
looks for a person after His own heart!  My favourite verse is (1 Samuel 16:12) which says that 
David had a ruddy complexion.  I have a ruddy complexion! 

 
 Day 14 – was Isaiah’s promise that the birth of Jesus would be like a light in the darkness. 
 

 Day 15 – was about Elijah and the prophets of Baal 
 Elijah challenged the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah.  He challenged the 

people: choose which god you will follow! 
 God sent fire to burn up the water that Elijah poured over his altar! 

 
One of the Church Fathers, Gregory of Nyssa (about 370AD) said that this reminded him of 
baptism.  Because the fire was kindled by water, that was three times put on!  The water of 
baptism kindles the fire of the Holy Spirit that burns up everything ungodly, and illuminates the 

faithful! 
 

 Day 16 – was about Jonah.  Jonah thought that God had a thing or two to learn about being 
God!! 

Like Jonah we learn that it is SO TYPICAL of God to forgive repentant sinners. 
 

 Day 17 – was about the insignificance of Bethlehem 

And the great significance of the One born there! 
 
Day 18 – was about Queen Esther.  God works in unexpected ways! 
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Did you know that God is not mentioned ONCE in the whole book (10 chapters) – you would not 

expect THAT! 
Esther was actually an orphan girl!  God chose a little orphan girl to rescue a nation!  …  you 
would not expect that!! 
And the Son of God born as a human baby, then dying on a cross to redeem us … you would not 

expect that!! 
 

 Day 19 – that today!  It’s the Prophet Habakkuk and it’s about watching and waiting… 

Believing that God has not forgotten you, even when times are tough! 
. 
 

Songs 

 Christmas Offering CCLI#7005509 

 Glory In the Highest CCLI#4822451 

 

Bible Reading 

Habbakuk 2:1, 3:17-19 

I will stand at my watch 
    and station myself on the ramparts; 
I will look to see what he will say to me, 

    and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 
 

17 Though the fig tree does not bud 

    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 

    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
    I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 
19 The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 

    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 
 
 

Message 

Did you know that about 80% of all Australians shopped on line at least once during 2021. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDsiQYBDyJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_gn7XkYReI
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The truth is, some people do a lot of online shopping, but the majority are yet to take it up. 
 
This tells me, whether we do it often of not, that 80% of people in Australia have at least 
experienced the tension of waiting and wondering… 

- Will my purchase arrive when I want it to arrive? 

- Will my purchase arrive at all!!!  Have I blown my money! 

- They all say that it’s OK, but have I been sucked in! 
 

When Adam and Eve got the idea that THEY knew more about the quality of life than GOD did, 
two things happened… 
1. They died!  In fact, everything about their life now had the cloak of suffering and death on it. 
2. The other thing was that, out of His love and yearning for His people, God immediately 

announced that the offspring of Eve would crush the serpent’s head!  He still loved His people.  
He would rescue them. 

 
But when would this happen? 

We are told, just half a chapter after they were kicked out of the Garden of Eden, that Eve says, 
even though she understood that she lay with Adam, with the help of the Lord I have brought forth a 
man. (Genesis 4:1).  Luther translated: I have gotten the man that Yahweh promised. 

 
How did Eve know which of her children would be God’s promised child? 
She thought that her first child was, or might have been the one! 
 

But he wasn’t.  In fact her first boy, Cain, turn out to be a murderer. 
 
So how long would she wait? 
Year after year they would have wondered…  When is it going to happen! 

She had one son after the other, but none of them was the promised Messiah either! 
 
How long would they need to wait? 
Maybe God didn’t mean it…  Maybe things had gotten so bad that He was going to do it 

anymore! 
 

But saving His people was not actually something that God would DO.  It was something that God 

would LIVE!  It’s like repentance.  It’s not something you DO, it’s something you LIVE. 

 
To LIVE takes time, and connection with people.  And God sent many clues down through the ages.  
The clues would teach anyone who wanted to know, special details about the special child to be 

born. 

- Details about his character and purpose. 

- Details about where he would be born, and what would happen to him. 
 

God chose a particular nation, the Jews, to be the bearer of these details. 
 
And so the people waited.  And waited.  And waited.  Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent.  It is 
the 19th day of our Jesse Tree devotions.  We have already looked at 18 stories that draw out the 

details.  But the drawing out took hundreds, actually thousands of years. 
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Again and again the people got sick of waiting and would turn away from God…  God would 

then send His prophets and special leaders to draw His people back to Him, again and again.  But 
again and again they would turn away and worship the BIG LIE! 
 

So we come to the prophet Habakkuk.  He lived about 600 years before Christ was born. 

 
His writings had an emphasis that was a little different to the other prophets. 

- Generally the other prophets said, Thus says the Lord… 

- But Habakkuk started out more along the lines of Now listen here Lord!!! 

He didn’t just grizzle TO God on behalf of the people.  He takes on their cause! Listen God!  Are 
You seeing what I’m seeing! 
 
He spoke like this because his nation Israel was in dire trouble!  They weren’t just waiting for God 

to send His Saviour.  They were saying It better be NOW! 
 
They had Babylon to the north east rising as the biggest, meanest superpower in the world at that 

time.  It wasn’t hard to see what was about to happen to Israel!  Interestingly, in God’s first 
response to Habakkuk, God Himself says that Babylon’s horses were swifter than leopards and 
keener than wolves, their warriors tear through the earth, destroying every opponent. Fortresses 
only make them laugh and sneer. They swoop down like eagles on their prey.  God seemed to 

know that Jerusalem, God’s special city, was about to be swooped on and taken as their prey. 
 
To this threat, God says two things… 

- The Babylonians are puffed up like a tumour about to burst 

- And the righteous will live by his faith 
 
St Paul quotes this text twice (Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11) when he disarms religious people who 
think that their religious lives will save them… 

 
God is after a relationship.  A relationship of faith and trust in Him.  Come on Habakkuk, remember 
Me.  You can trust Me to give you a solid foundation for life.  The Babylonians make a god out of 
their own strength (1:11) but their ways are on a slippery slope.  They will not last! 

 
Yeh, I DO remember how You rescued Israel from Egypt.  They looked defeated at the Red Sea, 
but You provided a way!  You HAVE always followed your people.  And I DO get that ill-gotten 
gain does not last. 

 
So in the face of great judgment from God, feeling encouraged by his conversation with God, 
Habakkuk’s faith rises.  Things don’t look good!  But God has assured him that He is in it and we 

have NOTHING to fear!  So Habakkuk writes this beautiful song… 
 
7 Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
    I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 
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19 The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 

    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 

Some 600 years later, Mary sings part of his song.  She has just fallen pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit, and you can imagine how people would have happily accepted THAT as the truth – I don’t 
think so!  But she has just visited Elizabeth who also has a miracle child on the way.  And together 

their faith rises in joy.  Mary sings: my soul rejoices in God my Saviour 
 
My soul is praising the Lord, yes 
And glad for all He is saving 

Because The Lord has remembered me 
Small as I am, poor as I am 
All people will call me blessed 
 

The righteous will live by faith… Don’t worry Habakkuk, don’t worry Mary.  Don’t worry Andy.  
Don’t worry XXX… if you get smashed, in one way or another, it will be in MY hand that it 
happens, and the righteous WILL LIVE!  All good things will happen in My time! 
 

As the angel said, Do not be afraid… a Saviour HAS been born.  A Saviour who really DOES save 
you.  And since God gave His only Son, will He not also give you everything else you need…  
Especially a friend that can stand with you – like Elizabeth was to Mary. 

 
We stand, with Habakkuk, like a watchman on a tower. We see ourselves surrounded by enemies. 
Death stalks on every side, even within us. But we wait, we hope, we are all ears. Because those 
ears hear the word of God that says He is for us, He is with us, He is mighty to save.  And by faith 

in that Word that comes from the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit, we live. 
Amen. 
 

Song 
 
 Eagles Wings CCLI#2478168 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear heavenly Father, 
Like the prophet Habakkuk of old, we grizzle about life.  So much seems so unfair.  We don’t 

understand that You let things go on and on the way You do. 
But then, despite the troubles of his day, the prophet of old put his trust in YOU. 
And despite what he sees, he looked forward to the coming of Christ. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVEvD30e5yc
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We confess, unlike the prophet of old, we have not let go of our grizzles.  In our minds we have 

imagined that You are not involved in what is going on in the world.  We do not wait for You with 
the confidence that You are in control of our lives. 
This is sin.  Please forgive us.  We desire to put our trust in YOU.  We desire for the Christ Child to 
enter us daily. 

We confess, in His name. Amen. 
 
Our heavenly Father HAS had mercy on us!  He has sent His own Son to die for us. His Word is true, 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  I therefore declare: Your sin is forgiven!  In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the powerful fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 
 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus, that even though we don't always see you clearly, you are at work in our 

lives.  Thank you that despite our sinfulness and our weaknesses, you don't give up on us.  Help 

us to recognise your presence and the blessings you bring to our lives every day. 

o We pray for our Christmas production that they may be opportunities for people to see you, to 

find a new revelation of your love for them and to be filled with joy, hope and peace. 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
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God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

He Shall Reign Forevermore CCLI#7050416 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRVs0HikGeM
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