




The Problem of Peace
Matthew 2:1-15



Christmas Bells
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet
The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along
The unbroken song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!



Christmas Bells
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,

A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,

And with the sound
The carols drowned

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!



Christmas Bells
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,

And made forlorn
The households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;

"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"



Christmas Bells
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;

The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men."
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➢We started in the garden with Jesus’ words to 

Satan concerning his own incarnation in 

Genesis 3:15.

➢We then build upon that by seeing the fact 

that Jesus would come forth from a virgin in 

Isaiah 7:14. 

➢Then we saw this virgin would deliver this 

child in Bethlehem Judah. Micah 5:2



The Problem of Peace
I. God gives peace on his terms not 

ours.

Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
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The Problem of Peace
I. God gives peace on his terms not 

ours.
A. The incarnation of the Prince of 

Peace was a prophecy.  
B. The incarnation of the Prince of 

Peace was a mystery.
C. The peace of this world does not 

compare to the Peace found in 
Christ. John 14:27, Ephesians 
2:13-15  
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The Problem of Peace

4. Herod has the common response of the 

unbelieving who hear of the arrival of the 

Prince of Peace but refuse his authority. 
a. Herod had a troubled heart. Matthew 2:3 

b. Herod had a deceitful heart. Matthew 2:4, 7 

c. Herod had a murderous heart. Matthew 

2:16-18
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II. Peace is hidden from the 
faithless.  Matthew 2:1-18
A. Herod the Great was not so great. 

B. The Chief priests and scribes had 

religion without relationship.  

Matthew 2:3-6, Amos 5:4, 

Matthew 7:28-29, Mark 1:21-22, 

Acts 4:13, Matthew 2:6, Micah 5:2 



The Problem of Peace

II. Peace is hidden from the faithless.  

Matthew 2:1-18
A. Herod the Great was not so great. 

B. The Chief priests and scribes had religion

without relationship.  

C. The chief priests and scribes believed in 

the Prince of Peace, but they would never 

submit themselves to the Prince of 

Peace.  Romans 11:13  Romans 11:19-

26.  Revelation 3:17 
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III. Peace is no problem for the 
faithful. Luke 2:8-39  

A. Finding peace is not a problem for those who are 

faithfully watching. Luke 2:8-19

B. Finding peace is not a problem for those who are 

faithfully waiting. Luke 2: 21-35, Exodus 13:2, 12-

15, Isaiah 40:1-2

C.Finding peace is not a problem for those are faithfully 

serving. Luke 2:36-39. 

D.Finding Peace is not a problem for those who are 

faithfully seeking. Matthew 2:1-2
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I. God gives peace on his terms
not ours.

II. Peace is hidden from the 
faithless.  Matthew 2:1-18

III. Peace is no problem for the 
faithful. Luke 2:8-39 




