Immanuel: God with Us! 
Matthew 1:22-23

In Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus, an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in a dream to reassure him Mary’s pregnancy was part of God’s redemptive plan. This was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (Isa. 7:14). A virgin will give birth to a son and they will call Him “Immanuel” which means “God with us”!

I.    Revelation: God came down to Reveal 
A. Clarify (Heb. 1:3) -
B. Correct (John 1:14) -
II.
Redemption: God came down to Rescue
A. Helpless (Rom. 5:6) -
B. Ransom (I Pet. 1:18-19) - 
III.
 Response: God’s coming calls for a Response  

A.  Past Response (John. 1:11-12) -   
B.  Present Response (Josh. 24:15) -  
God knew that our sin dilemma could only be solved by a divine personal intervention! Not only would the Living Word reveal Who He (God) is, but He understood that our spiritual lostness required His substitutionary sacrifice. The coming of His Son was the perfect way to demonstrate His amazing grace and provide the gift of salvation!
Going Deeper:
1. Why do you think it was so crucial that God came down to earth and lived among us?  Do you see that there was absolutely no other way for God to be able to rescue us apart from His Son’s incarnation?
2. When you read the accounts of Christ’s life, how He interacted with others, and what He taught, what do these revelations show you about how God really is? What does Christ’s life teach you about God?
3. Have you ever heard about someone or read about their lives and formed a picture of what they were like, only to meet them and be blown away by who they actually are? Can you see that’s what Jesus does for us – He reveals who God really is?
4. Last week we saw that God’s choice to announce the birth of His Son to lowly shepherds illustrated His incredible grace to a world which valued status. Does God’s choice of Mary and Joseph also say something about the nature of His redemptive plan?
5. Personal: As you celebrate Christmas at the end of this week, will you take time to praise God for His indescribable gift? Will you spend some time giving thanks for the incredible gift of His Son? 
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. What is your favorite thing about Christmas? What is one thing you enjoy the most about celebrating Christ’s birthday?
2. Jesus came to earth to show us what God is really like. What things do you learn about God as you read the stories of Jesus’ life? 
3. One of Jesus’ names is “Immanuel” which means “God is with us”.  Do you know that no matter what, Jesus is always with you? You are never alone!
