
“Starlight” — 47-08

PAUSE TO CONSIDER: REFLECTIONS ON SESSION #8


cheryl, mike, john 


1. Last night, Joan took us on a memory tour of indigenous stars on television during 
the 70’s. We were able to reminisce while being reminded of how we “knew” truth 
50 plus years ago. Joan’s closing came from the “Going Native TV” website 
where “Fun-loving Ojibway author Drew Hayden Taylor explores everything from 
the weird and wacky, to the deep and profound ways Indigenous people in North 
America.” Their Facebook address is https://www.facebook.com/Going-Native-
TV-102327638251627/. I know I’ll be checking out this website. Lee Maracle, 
whose discussion of story-telling in her culture, was the closing. Remember that 
you can find the powerpoint/keynote for last night at sduc.ca with the little closing 
video included.  


2. Cheryl’s Reflection on the connection between our book “Starlight” and official 
Truth and Reconciliation (2015 report) is attached…  

I have been doing some thinking about our earlier conversa5ons about how reading this book 
connects us, or not, to a be8er understanding of Truth and Reconcilia5on. 

I realized that, for me, the link is not necessarily through the story itself, but through other 
aspects of the study. 

For example, I have gained a be8er understanding and respect through: 

-learning about Richard Wagamese’s own life story. 

-being more interested and invested in listening, reading and viewing more sessions on Na5onal 
Truth and Reconcilia5on Day than I might otherwise have been, and mo5vated to read our city’s 
report “White Goose Flying”. 

-the many other rich peripheral items Brenda has found for us to listen to and to read, including 
Wagamese’s own videos. 

-the fact that we are talking about Truth and Reconcilia5on, and sharing our various 
understandings about it, as well as stories of our own experiences, has made me more sensi5ve 
when I hear about Indigenous issues on the news. 

For example, last week on the CBC I learned about “Birth Alerts.”  Before studying this book, I 
might not have done a Google search to learn that social workers would alert hospitals about 
high-risk moms giving birth, again with a dispropor5onate number of Indigenous moms, and the 
babies would be removed right aNer birth, and placed in care.  The moms would have to prove 
that they could be good moms to get the baby back.    This is s5ll happening in a few provinces 
in Canada today.    
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Before studying this book with you, I might not have taken 5me to become upset that this 
prac5ce would interfere with the mom bonding with her baby, with her being able to nurse her 
baby, and probably also, with the baby’s affec5ve development, among many others sad 
consequences.   Many of those moms would not have had the resources or confidence to 
pe55on for the return of their babies.   This was another form of cultural genocide. 

I might not also have felt strongly that it would have been be8er if the powers that be had just 
given the babies and moms support where they were, instead of removing the wee ones.   
Reading further, I was glad to learn that this was being tried in certain places.   I hope it has 
been successful. 

These are just a few of the aspects of our study that have made more aware and have inspired 
me to do more research and more thinking.   I am hopefully going to be a be8er person because 
of it.   And I have loved reading this story just for itself. 

Cheryl Campbell 

3. Mike’s notes are so welcome. He has also advised me about the “I Am” project at Ryerson — 
specifically two videos that that deal with the issue of discrimina5on from a diversity point of 
view.  Mike’s prayer from last week bears repea5ng.  

I pray to be8er understand the things I need to understand 
I pray to know the things I need to know—and to always have some things that I don’t 
I pray to never stop thinking and ques5oning and searching 
I pray to accept obstacles and challenges and weave them posi5vely into my life experience 
I pray to have more empathy and compassion…and admira5on…for everyone around me 
I pray to never lose the zest for self-explora5on and to never stop journeying 
I pray for the stout companionship of friends, family, animals---en55es who I can love and who 
can love me back.  I pray to be worthy of that regard.  

Here are Mike’s notes for BOOK THREE:  
Chapter 1 

He rejects the idea of se\ng foot in a city.  It’s anathema to him.  Perhaps he shares that one feeling 
with Cado8e?  But let’s string together a different set of inferences.  He is drawn to wild things.  He 
draws away from a city.  Does he perceive that everyone in a city has had their wildness irremediably 
tamed away? 

What he also bristles at is, in a way, a loss of control---his control over what and how he shares, even 
though he is a giver and generous.  We will see that come out in a bit with the next conversa5on with 
Eugene. 

195, “you take the label off a can of beans you s5ll got a can of beans.  Seems to me the label don’t 
ma8er much at all.  What counts is what’s inside”.  That’s basically the en5re message of this book, right 
there.  Note too that, for me, the old man is kind of a silent narrator, a ghostly framework for this book. 
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Starlight fascinates Deacon…because he *doesn’t* change.  Because he keeps absolutely true to his 
convic5ons.  Highlights that this is such a rare and unusual thing.  Why is that? 

196-198.  Roth is possibly the more/most interes5ng character in this book.  Without Starlight really 
realizing it, he has equalled some of Starlight’s abili5es.  But instead of turning and focusing those 
abili5es on the land and its animals and plants, Roth has focused those abili5es on his friend.  See my 
note on wisdom (Part 2 chapter 1) 

197, Starlight is honest enough with himself and with Roth to iden5fy the source of his discomfort—
change.  Really…we humans oNen hate change.  And we almost always need it.  It is a symbio5c 
rela5onship to the unique a8ribute of our species—our unparalleled ability and drive to adapt. 

199 quite a summary when it comes out like that, eh?  Roth’s giN, which Starlight understands, is to use 
humour and banter to—not disguise---but to communicate his deep affec5on and friendship for 
Starlight. 

202, echoes of Brene Brown again—strong back, soN front, wild heart.  Would have been nice if she and 
Frank could have met ;) 

205 and in this, she returns the giN.  She is posi5oned to be *his* teacher in this. 

Chapter 2 

So now we see.  Anderson does want something else.  Something that isn’t rage and hurt and vengeance 
and anger. 

208, he is indeed Roth’s counterpoint, as possibly the only person Cado8e might listen to 

Where Frank’s talks with Eugene and Emmy bring them closer together, Anderson’s talk with Cado8e 
spreads them further apart.  Parallel but opposite. 

Chapter 3 

213, there *is* that.  He knows so in5mately the world he inhabits.  But this world, the one with Emmy.  
This one he gets to discover.   

I lived there for 3 years.  I have said, and maintain it, that when the sun is shining, Vancouver is the most 
beau5ful city in the world, and I’ve been to my fair share. 

The hotel—Cinderella.  Nice.  Winnie has grown up but she hasn’t outgrown being a child.   

Another very lovely chapter. 

Chapter 4 

Kind of like a spooked animal?  But you get the sense he doesn’t want to disappoint these people he 
doesn’t understand. 

All I’ll say is that there is a call here for more of us to a8end this temple.  The temple of our world, to 
worship it rather than desecrate it. It’s a powerful message he delivers through his protagonist. 
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Chapter 5 

What would your ending be?  Is Cado8e too wild a mustang to ever be “broke”?  Is Anderson (the only 
character never to be given a first name) the one who clubs him or shoots him from behind to save the 
rest of them?  Does it play out the way the reading group thinks?  It seems sure that no ma8er what the 
ending, Emmy will not be facing it with fear. I also have to think that at least an a8empt will be made by 
the men to burn down the house, presumably with Starlight and Emmy and Winnie in it. 

This is a book that I will need to put down now, let it sit and simmer and then pick up again, maybe in a 
year, and come back to my notes, and see what else is in here.  I think it’s a book that you can learn 
something different reading it alone than you do in a group and learn something different reading it a 
second or third or seventeenth 5me than you do on the first.   

Magic isn’t making possibility real.  It’s making reality—a be8er reality—possible.  That is sketched out in 
this book. 

4. I mentioned Governor-General Simon’s request for Reconciliation last 
night. Here is her interview on CBC with Rosemary Barton. https://
www.cbc.ca/news/politics/governor-general-simon-reconciliation-1.6248163 

5. We really appreciated Ken sharing some invaluable thoughts with us 
last night. Being an historian, Ken gave us some frames of reference to 
consider when we are “searching for better ways to know truth and 
experience reconciliation.”   
 1969: White Paper of Indian Affairs Ministry (Jean Chretien) and P.M. 
Pierre Trudeau. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/the-
white-paper-1969 —  

 1970: Red Paper — response by Harold Cardinal: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Paper — Trudeau’s Response was the 
withdrawl of the white paper and said, ““We’ll keep them in the ghetto as 
long as they want.” OOPS! 
 1991: Oka Crisis — https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/
timeline/oka-crisis 
 Honourable Murray Sinclair’s most recent appointment: https://
cochranesaxberg.com/2021/11/10/honourable-murray-sinclair-was-
appointed-as-the-chair-of-discussions/  for compensation to First Nations 
children and on ending Canada’s discrimination, and preventing its 
recurrence, through long-term reform of the First Nations Child and Family 
Services program and Jordan’s Principle. 
P.S. Jordan’s Principle: Jordan’s Principle ensures that First Nations 
children can access all public services when they need them. Services need 
to be culturally-based and take into full account the historical disadvantage 
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linked to colonization that many First Nations children live with. The 
government of first contact pays for the service and resolves jurisdictional/
payment disputes later.[1] 
Jordan's Principle is reflective of the non-discrimination provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and Canadian domestic law that does 
not allow differential treatment on the basis of race or ethnic origin.


6. Our sound bites last night came from Chapters One, Two and Four. I feel so badly 
about not being able to play the second reading from Chapter One — of Frank and 
Emmy in conversation in the barn. Here it is again:


**************************************************************************************************

7. From Chat: 

Thanks to all of you for respecting the speaker and staying on MUTE unless you are 
speaking. It does help with the flow of the study, however, I apologize for not being 
able to maintain the continuity of the slide show. I do believe I omitted one very 
important step: hit the escape button as needed. 


	 From John Whidden to Everyone:

	 	 Two Against the North (Lost in the Barrens). Film based on Farley 	 	 	
	 	 Mowat’s novel. Wonderful interaction between settler and aboriginal 	 	
	 	 youth. …Super-useful information summary, thanks Ken!

	 From Joan Gray to Everyone: Thanks Ken.  Didn’t know about red white papers. 		
	 	 Trudeau Sr seen in a different light.

	 

	 From Mike Grammer to Everyone:

	 	 Magic isn't making possibility real.  Magic is making reality--a better 	 	
	 	 reality—possible.


7. John suggested that we do a survey at the class end to see what worked and what 
didn’t work. Great idea. It was my decision to add the sound bites to our evening 
sessions because I so enjoyed listening to the story come to life through the talent of 
the reader, Wesley French. Here he is being interviewed on CBC on “The Next Chapter” 
with Shelagh Rogers.  I’ll include this clip in Session #9. 


https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thenextchapter/full-episode-june-29-2019-1.4878493/
wesley-french-shares-what-it-was-like-narrating-the-audiobook-of-richard-wagamese-
s-final-novel-1.4878646
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8. Truth before Reconciliation: 8 ways to identify and confront residential School 
denialism. 

So far we have explored 

1. “Cultural Genocide,”  

2. “Schooling”

3. ”But they learned new skills,” 

4. “They had good intentions”

5. “You’re ignoring all the good things.” 

6.  “Balance”:  And this week we explore…

7.     “It was of the times”

8. Civility: What some settlers demand from Indigenous people when their denialism is 
publicly called out, challenged and discredited. Indigenous anger, sadness and refusal 
are labelled as uncivil and excluded from so-called mainstream dialogue. By contrast, 
our public institutions accommodate public settler anger and outrage used to defend 
denialists.


Conclusion: Overall, residential school denialism is a strategy used to manipulate and 
undermine the realities of Indigenous Peoples’ painful experiences under Canadian 
colonialism to protect the status quo. An honest accounting of the past makes possible 
an honourable future — but only if Canadians have the courage to face it. As the TRC 
reminds us, we must have truth before reconciliation — anything less will only 
perpetuate the harms of that history. 

The article is located at: https://theconversation.com/truth-before-reconciliation-8-ways-
to-identify-and-confront-residential-school-denialism-164692

****************************************************************************************** 
I have listened to the audiotape of “A Note on the Ending,” Publisher’s Note, 
“Finding Father” and “About the Author.” (way more than once— read these a few 
times too) and have to say that I’m so sorry that Wagamese died so young with so 
many stories untold. As Wayne mentioned last night, there was no resolution to the 
story “Starlight” however in the wide variety of issues raised, there was resolution… 
Love. Hey, isn’t that scriptural??


Evidently, a new collection of essays entitled “One Drum: Stories and Ceremonies for a 
Planet” by Richard was published in 2019 and is available through a variety of sources. 


From CBC: https://www.cbc.ca/books/one-drum-1.5155984


Fans of Richard Wagamese's writing will be heartened by the news that the 
bestselling author left behind a manuscript he'd been working on until shortly 
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before his death in 2017. One Drum welcomes readers to unite in ceremony to 
heal themselves and bring harmony to their lives and communities.

In One Drum, Wagamese wrote, "I am not a shaman. Nor am I an elder, a pipe 
carrier, or a celebrated traditionalist. I am merely one who has trudged the same 
path many of this human family has — the path of the seeker, called forward by a 
yearning I have not always understood."

One Drum draws from the foundational teachings of Ojibway tradition, the 
Grandfather Teachings. Focusing specifically on the lessons of humility, respect 
and courage, the volume contains simple ceremonies that anyone anywhere can 
do, alone or in a group, to foster harmony and connection. Wagamese believed 
that there is a shaman in each of us, and we are all teachers and in the world of 
the spirit there is no right way or wrong way.

Writing of neglect, abuse and loss of identity, Wagamese recalled living on the 
street, going to jail, drinking too much, feeling rootless and afraid and then the 
feeling of hope he gained from connecting with the spiritual ways of his people. 
He expressed the belief that ceremony has the power to unify and to heal for 
people of all backgrounds. "When that happens," he wrote, "we truly become one 
song and one drum beating together in a common purpose — and we are on the 
path to being healed." (From Douglas & McIntyre)

Enjoy your read for Session #9.  See you next week.


Thoughtfully yours,

Brenda
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