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By The Rev. Canon Dr. Lorne Mitchell  

 

May our reflections on scripture this day inspire us to be 

strong followers of Jesus in both word and action. Amen.  

 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped 

in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.   

Luke 1:41-42 

 

The Prophets said it was going to happen… they were sure 

God would find a way… 

…but they couldn’t imagine how… 

 

It is a story that seems quite improbable and even 

fantastical to the ears of many in our current society. You 

see, we’ve trained ourselves to be very logical and rational 

in our thinking. So much so that often we forget that the 

heart has its own way of knowing. Images and stories have 

a surprising and poetic way of delivering truth.  

 

We need to value this way of knowing. When we listen to 

the stories of holy scripture, set aside your materialistic 

thinking for a few moments. Give it a rest. Let the poetic in 

you have a chance to breathe for a little while. For those 



who are ready to listen with their heart… for those who are 

willing to let their deep yearnings be stirred…  truths will 

be revealed… and lives will be transformed. 

 

The storytelling in Advent has come with powerful words 

and images from the prophets. The ancient prophets of 

Israel had, over the years, developed a rather notorious 

reputation. They had this habit of wandering into the cities 

after spending long periods of solitary time in the 

wilderness.  

 

They would usually have harsh words for the leaders of the 

day, chastising them for not having the right priorities. As 

you might imagine, the leaders of the day didn’t always 

appreciate the advice. Many of the prophets were ridiculed 

and stoned in the streets.  

 

Sometimes they would chastise the leaders for not tending 

to the needs of the poor or the widows. They would point 

out when injustice and oppression was hurting the people. 

Sometimes they would chastise the leaders for not being 

faithful to the Torah, the laws of Moses. Often their 

chastisement would come with a warning of what would 

happen if they didn’t fix their priorities.  

 

But at the same time, the prophets always balanced their 

chastisements and warnings with messages of hope. Not 

only could they see the root of the suffering and injustices 



that were occurring, they could also see that it would not 

last forever.  

 

They were certain that God would find a way of turning 

their hearts; God would find a way to set things straight; 

God would find a way to save those who are suffering; 

God would find a way to bring light into a moment of 

darkness. 

 

These beautiful messages of hope are what we have spent 

time meditating on for the Sundays in Advent. They are 

messages of how God was going to find a way to reveal 

God’s love for us. 

 

The prophet Micah wrote: 

 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the 

little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 

who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days… 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  

               Micah 5:2–5A 

 

For the early Christians, the words of the prophets were 

foretelling the coming of Jesus into the world. Their 

experience of Jesus, was this amazing and surprising story 

of how God found a way.   



God found a way to be with those who are suffering; 

those who are hungry; those who are in despair; those who 

needed to be forgiven.  

 

For the early Christians, there was no doubt: It was Jesus 

who “drew water from the wells of salvation”; it was Jesus 

who “fed his flock in the strength of the Lord”.  

 

God had found a way to reveal the path to “peace, justice 

and salvation” – not only to Judah and Jerusalem, but to all 

people. God had found a way to begin the unfolding of the 

Kingdom of God. And it’s something that begins in our 

hearts. 

 

You and I are Christian disciples of the 21st century.  

We sometimes like to think that we’ve come a long way.  

 

We managed to establish pretty complex and sophisticated 

civilizations. We sometimes like to think that we are pretty 

smart. We have technologies of travel and communication 

that people of the past couldn’t even dream of.  

 

Unfortunately, neither of those things are going to ensure 

that the Kingdom of God continues to unfold. Neither are 

going to ensure that the Kingdom of peace and justice that 

God dreams of will get stronger.  

 

When our St. James volunteers see people arrive at our 



food bank, I wonder what the prophets of old would say 

about our society. When our young people are lured into 

the rings of human trafficking, I wonder what the prophets 

of old would say. When technology divides people rather 

than bring them together, I wonder what the prophets of 

old would say.….Yes, all this is happening right now as we 

speak. 

 

Unfortunately, having a complex and technologically 

sophisticated society does not mean that God’s Kingdom 

of peace and justice is continuing to unfold. In fact, to our 

dismay, we are even beginning to realize that all this 

wonderful social media technology can in fact be used to 

work against truth, peace and justice.  

 

You see, when truth can be designed and produced by 

those who have a big following on Twitter or Instagram, 

then real peace and real justice doesn’t have a chance. 

What you and I and our society need to come to grips with 

is that our technology is not going to save us.  

 

The only thing that is going to ensure that the Kingdom of 

God unfolds in our day, is for each one of us to let the love 

of God that came into the world, dwell in our hearts and 

guide our lives.  

 

Do unto others as you would have them do to you. 

Love your neighbour as yourself. 



Walk humbly with God and with one another. 

 

By letting the love of God into our hearts, and showing it 

in our lives… that is how the hope, peace and joy of the 

Kingdom of God continues to unfold. 

 

Amen. 

 


