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              Madonna Magnificat by S.Botticelli 

Advent 4 (Love) 
December 19, 2021 

 
In towns and villages, in tower blocks and terraces, Christ is waiting to be born. 

In palaces and shanty towns, in high streets and back streets, Christ is waiting to be 
born. In the vastness of the universe, in the intimacy of our hearts, Christ is waiting  

to be born. Come, Lord Jesus—come into our homes-come into our lives-come and stay. 
(Ruth Burgess, Iona.) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 
PRELUDE      Masters in this Hall (arr. By Kevin McChesney) 
   EmBellished Handbell Ensemble 
 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle   

                                                                       
Acknowledgment of Territory/Candle of Remembrance-Every Child Matters 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages.                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CALL TO WORSHIP      Lloyd & Nancy Kerswill 
 
The candles of our Advent wreath are lit, casting 
their glow; the lights on the Christmas tree burn  
bright and God is calling us. 
We hear the call and have answered. 
Come, gather, bask in the light of Christ. 
Come and prepare to listen to the word of God, 
the restorer and provider. 
We gather, our spirits are filled with both 
yearning and praise. 
Let us open our hearts and answer God’s call 
to worship. Let us pray: 
God, our restorer, you make dreamers out of all 
of us. As we sit in the glow of the Advent candles 
and sing carols about the coming of your son, Jesus, 
we are touched by your joy and hope your love and 
provision. You have done great things for us, and so 
we come today prepared to hear your words that will 
enfold our sorrows and encourage our joy. We thank 
you, God. We praise you. Amen.  
(S.Taffin, St. Paul’s U.C.Prescott,  
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HYMN     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (T.Baker/German Trad.)  VU 8 
 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, as seers of old have sung. 
It came a blossom bright, amid the snow of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Saviour 
when half spent was the night. 
 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  (Love)  
   Kerri Lapier, Dan & Isaac Boate 
 
(as the first candle is lit) 
On the first Sunday of Advent we lit a candle for Hope. 
(as the second candle is lit) 
Our second candle was lit for Peace. 
(as the third candle is lit) 
Our third candle was lit for Joy. 
 
This week we light our candle for the last Sunday 
of Advent, the candle of Love. 
(the fourth candle is lit) 
 
This is the love we search for: 
the Love that gives without counting the cost, 
the Love that weaves compassion and justice together, 
the Love that endures when the going is rough, 
the love that was revealed in the life of Jesus, 
the love that lights up the family circle, 
the Love that searches out and defines our faith community. 
 
Love within us, 
Love around us, 
Love that builds us up, 
a Love that shines out as we act for the powerless 
and the innocent, and work for a world renewed  
in the Spirit of Christ. Amen. 
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SUNG RESPONSE    Hope Is a Star (B.Wren/J.C.Fogg) VU 7 
Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 
Jesus has come and will never depart. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 
 
THEME STORY   Long Was the Winter Road They Travelled (J.Patrick Lewis/D.Bairley) 
 
    
SCRIPTURE      Luke 1:46-55 (Song of Mary—the Magnificat)   NRSV   

Mackenzie Malarczyk  
 
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to 
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
 
GIFT OF MUSIC    Face of God (P.Wickam)  John & Mackenzie Malarczyk 
 

GOSPEL    Luke 1:39-45  (Mary visits Elizabeth.) 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 
Come to the quiet…a time for reflection 
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SERMON      !et "t #e !ove  
 
HYMN    There Was a Child in Galilee (Dreaming Mary) (J.Gadeski/P.Wright) MV 134 
 
There was a child in Galilee who wandered wild along the sea. 
A holy child, alone was she, and they called her Dreaming Mary. 
And she dreamed, rejoicing in her savior; she dreamed of justice for the poor. 
She dreamed that kings oppressed no more when she dreamed, 
that Dreaming Mary. 
 
One holy day an angel came with voice of wind and eyes of flame. 
He promised blessed would be her name when he spoke to Dreaming Mary. 
Then she spoke, rejoicing in her savior. She spoke of justice for the poor. 
She spoke that kings oppressed no more when she spoke,  
that Dreaming Mary. 
 
And did she dream about a son? And did he speak, and angel one? 
We only know God’s will was done in the son of Dreaming Mary. 
Then she prayed, rejoicing in her savior. She taught him justice for the poor. 
She taught that kings oppressed no more when she taught, 
that Dreaming Mary. 
 
Then Jesus grew in Galilee, they wandered wild along the sea. 
Now he calls to you and me to dream with Dreaming Mary. 
And we dream, rejoicing in our savior. We dream of justice for the poor. 
We dream that kings oppress no more as we dream 
with Dreaming Mary. 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 

                                                                                                                                     
A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
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HYMN      The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy (West Indian Carol/arr. J.Barnard)  VU 73 
 
The virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
and they say that his name is Jesus. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
Oh, yes! Believer! Oh, yes! Believer! 
He come from the glory,  
he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 
The angels sang when the baby was born, 
the angels sang when the baby was born, 
the angels sang when the baby was born, 
and they say that his name is Jesus. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
Oh, yes! Believer! Oh, yes! Believer! 
He come from the glory,  
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
 
The shepherds came where the baby was born, 
the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
and they say that his name is Jesus. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
He come from the glory, 
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
Oh, yes! Believer! Oh, yes! Believer! 
He come from the glory,  
he come from the glorious kingdom. 
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COMMISSIONING  
The road to Bethlehem is before us. 
Let us be guided by the star. 
The road to Bethlehem is within us. 
Then let us be midwives to God’s birth! 
 
 
SUNG BLESSING    Hope Shines as the Solitary Star (C.F.MacLean/J.B.Tissandier)MV 220 
Love shines as the solitary star. Faith is the inner light. 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,  
and illumine the pathway home. 
 
 
POSTLUDE    O Holy Night (A. Adam/P. Cappeau)  Wesley Bells, violin 
 
 
 

 
 

The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  
are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
 
Participating in Worship today… 
Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar, EmBellished Handbell Ensemble, 
Lloyd & Nancy Kerswill, Kerri Lapier, Dan & Isaac Boate,  
John & Mackenzie Malarczyk, Wesley Bells. 
 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
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Images used in worship video... 
 
Bulletin Cover – vidar-nordi-mathiesen-Gziisbl6K – Unsplash 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming – Jody Confer - Unsplash 
There Was a Child in Galilee – Melissa Askew - Unsplash 
The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy – Ruth Gledhill – Unsplash 
Hope Is A Star - landscape.jpg 
Hope Shines As A Solitary Star - Markus-Spitske - Unsplash 
 
The hymn recordings today are from…  
More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church of Canada, 2007) and YouTube 

 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming – Public Domain. Used with permission. OCP Session 
Choir – Topic. May 18, 2016. Podcast with permission under One License #A-718074 
and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
 
There Was a Child in Galilee – Used with permission. Metropolitan United Church 
Choir, Toronto, ON. Patricia Wright, director. September 26, 2006. The United Church 
of Canada Foundation. 
 
The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy – Public Domain. Used with permission. Golden Ears 
United Church. December 20, 2020. Podcast with permission under One License #A-
718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
 
Hope is a Star – Aurora United Church Chancel Choir. November 21, 2021. Reprinted 
and podcast with permission under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses 
#20425240 and #20425257. 
 
Hope Shines as a Solitary Star – Aurora United Church Chancel Choir. November 21, 
2021. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License #A-718074. 
 
Masters in this Hall – Embellished Handbell Ensemble. Podcast with permission under 
One License #A-718074. 
 
Face of God – John & Mackenzie Malarczyk. Podcast with permission under CCLI 
Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
 
O Holy Night – Wesley Bells. Podcast with permission under One License #A-718074. 
 


