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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 After the service, please stick around.  Have a cup of coffee or a bite to 
eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor. There 
are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand your spirit. 
Try one out. You never know—you just might be home! 
 

Children are welcome at all services!  It is important for families to 
worship together.  Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for 
we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—
as part of our community and worship life!  After all… as an old saying goes, 
“faith is caught, not taught!”  
 

 Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door  
 at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room). 
 

 Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining  
 from flash photography. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:  
All are welcome, including children, to 
share in the feast at Christ’s table.  We 
typically celebrate Communion during 
on the first Sunday of each month, as 
well as on certain other holy days.    
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  We 
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s 
grace in the waters of baptism, both to 
children and adults of any age.  For more 
information, contact the minister. 

The language of worship is rich and 
diverse, and yet always inadequate to 
express the fullness of the divine.  In 
our worship, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive 
imagery for the divine, while respecting 
the poetry and imagery of texts handed 
down to us from the ages.  Honouring 
our diversity, in those places where we 
speak or sing together, worshippers 
may use language with which they are 
comfortable or familiar.

  

W 
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The 4th Sunday in Advent 
“I am deeply moved by this simple and mysterious encounter.  In the midst of an 
unbelieving, doubting, pragmatic, and cynical world, two women meet each other 
and affirm in each other the promise given to them.  The humanly impossible has 
happened to them.  God has come to them to begin the salvation promised 
through the ages.  Through these two women God has decided to change the 
course of history.” 

— Henri J.M. Nouwen     
 

As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’ 
 

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those 
who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship. 

 

 

GATHERING  모임 
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude  전주    Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 
Greeting  인사    The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 One: Awake from your sleep: salvation is near! Romans 12:11-12 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Many: And also with you. 
 
Advent Light Calls Us into Worship  대림절 촛불 점화 Yona Jun 
 One: Isaiah spoke to a people called chosen, 

to a tribe called Israel, with a light of hope. 
Gabriel came to a town called Nazareth, 
to a girl called Mary, with a light of joy. 
Mary went to a place called Bethlehem, 
to a stable called a nursery, 
with a light of love. 
 

As we light our fourth Advent candle, 
 Many: we rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh. 
 The candle of love is lit. 

 One: Come now, O Child of Mary. 
 Many: Come now, O Prince of Love. 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “People, Look East”  Voices United #9 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  죄의 고백과 용서 

 CALL TO CONFESSION  고백으로의 초청 
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 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  죄의 고백 
 Many: God our Saviour, we ask for your mercy. 

Though we know your story, 
we resist the costs of following you. 
We still seek security in pride and power and possessions. 
We pass by those considered lowly in this world. 
We turn away from hungry people who still wait to be filled. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Help us to work for the justice you intend. 
Make us messengers of the peace you bring. 
As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. 
This w pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  Amen. 

   Quiet is kept for personal confession and reflection. 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  용서의 선언 
 One: … Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 
 Many: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 * THE PEACE  평화의 인사 
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The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 Many: And also with you. 
 
Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together  교회소식 

 
WORD  말씀 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Anthem — “A Carol of Hope” by Don Besig The Choir 
 

As the star shone down on that holy night, to show where the baby lay,  
May the light of Christmas fill our hearts, and lead us in his way.  

As the angles sang on that holy night to tell of the Saviour’s birth,  
May the song of Christmas fill our hearts with hope for peace on earth.  
Though the day may pass so quickly by, and the spirit may start to fade;  

We must try to keep its meaning a live, guiding us day to day.  
For the Child Who came on that holy night, a gift from our God above,  
May we reach beyond this Christmas day to share that peace and love.  

We’ll share His peace and love. We’ll share His love. 
 
The Early Word  어린이 설교  Sarah Zezchuk 
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Refrain  찬송 — “Kindle a Flame to Lighten the Dark” Voices United #19 

 

 
  
First Reading  성경봉독 — Micah 5:2-5a  pew bibles OT p. 865 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future 
shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem.  
(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.)  This king will restore Israel 
and bring peace.  New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring 
to Jesus. 

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading  성서봉독 — Luke 1:39-55 pew bibles NT p. 57 

Elizabeth, John-the-Baptist’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two 
women filled the Holy Spirit and with faith.  In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and 
Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, 
and fulfils all things. 

 

 IN ENGLISH        IN KOREAN 
 after the reading:       after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life.  One: 아멘 (Amen). 
 Many: Thanks be to God.    Many:  아멘 (Amen). 
 
Sermon  설교 — “The Ayes Have It” 
 

 a brief pause of quiet follows the sermon 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of the Turning)” More Voices #120 
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RESPONSE  응답 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts  봉헌  
 

Many ways to give!  We welcome your offering in the way that works 
for you:  by cash or cheque in the offering plates located at the 
entrances, through automatic monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized 
Remittance (contact the church office to enrol), by free eTransfer from 
your bank account (to cloverdalepastoralcharge@gmail.com), or by 
credit card via CanadaHelps.org (service fees apply).  Want to give 
right now but don’t have cash or cheque?  Scan the QR Code → to be 
taken to our CanadaHelps page. 
 

An Offering Thought: 
Blessings have many faces; so do the needs of those around us. Let us rejoice in 
what we have been given and look for others with whom we can share it. 

 

During the offertory, those worshipping via Zoom livestream are welcome to submit prayer 
requests—thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns—in the Zoom “chat” feature. 

 

 QUIET FOR MEDITATION   
 

 * PRESENTING OUR GIFTS:  from “Come Now, O Prince of Peace / 오소서” 

 

 
 

 * PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  감사기도 
 Many: God Most High, receive the gifts of our lives 

as an offering of gratitude for your grace. 
Overshadow us with your Holy Spirit 
and let it be with us according to your word, 
for nothing is impossible with you.   Amen. 
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Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  회중기도와 주기도 
 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in Heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING  파송 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Once in Royal David’s City” Voices United #62 
 
* Charge and Benediction  파송과 축도 
 

 * RESPONSE  파송 찬양 — from “Hope Shines as the Solitary Star” M.V. #220 

 

 

 
 
* Postlude  후주 
 
 

Be Our Guest!  Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or 
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower Hall is 
down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the sanctuary or via 
the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.  Follow the crowds on 
down, or ask an usher to guide you… We look forward to seeing you! 
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Life at Cloverdale United Church 

Worship 

Christmas Eve Worship at Cloverdale United 
Church:  Mark your calendars and plan to take 
part in either or both of our worship services on 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th, as we 
worship God together in celebration of the birth 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ—God-with-us. 

– 4:30 pm Intergenerational Service:  A 
family-friendly service that includes the 
singing of lots of favourite carols, and the telling of the Christmas story 
through a no-muss-no-fuss pageant open to all (no prep required).  

– 9:30 pm Festival Service:  A joyous and majestic traditional Christmas 
service including the singing of lots of favourite carols, Rev. Matt’s Christmas 
sermon, music from our Choir, Holy Communion, and candlelight. 

Official proof of vaccination and identification will be checked at the door for 
Christmas Eve services, so please allow for a little extra time at arrival. 

Many thanks to today’s … 
 readers: Lilly Flather, Miyoung Kim 
 ushers/greeters:  Nancy Carruthers and David 
 digital ushers:  Jamie Brown, Doug Sowerby 
 fellowship time hosts:   Lori Presunka, Brian Thomlinson, Tina Thomlinson 

Recording and streaming in use:  Please note that video cameras and microphones 
are capturing our worship services, and that the resulting content may be transmitted 
over Zoom, YouTube, or other platforms.  Likewise, from time to time still 
photography of our worship services may be taken and used for church 

communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence within the sanctuary, you are 
indicating your consent to the possibility that your likeness may be captured and used in any of 
these ways.  While video capture of congregants in the pews is relatively minimal, if you wish to 
guarantee you will not ever be depicted on video, the area at the rear centre of the pew seating 
area is unable to be picked up on camera. 

Acknowledgements: 
• Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN; 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54235.  Used by permission (CC BY-SA 4.0). 
• Call to Worship (Advent Candle Lighting) from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, vol. 55.1 – Lectionary 

Aids 2021-2022, Year C, ©2021 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
• Prayer of Confession adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year C, vol. 1, 

©2012 Westminster John Knox Press. 
• Refrain – “Kindle a Flame to Lighten the Dark”:  Text and music from The Iona Community, 1987; ©1987 Wild Goose 

Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland; admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net 
#A-606025.  Reprinted from Voices United:  The Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada, ©1996 The United 
Church Publishing House. 

• Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year C 2022, ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
• Presenting our Gifts – “Come Now, O Prince of Peace / 오소서”:  Words and music by Geonyong Lee, 1988.  English trans. 

By Marion Pope, c. 1990. ©1988, 1990 admin. GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-
606025.  Reprinted from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #103. 

• Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, vol. 55.1 – Lectionary Aids 2021-
2022, Year C, ©2021 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

• Benediction Response – adapt. from “Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”:  Words by Catherin Faith MacLean; © Catherine 
Faith MacLean.  Music by Janet Bauman Tissandier; © Janet Bauman Tissandier.  All rights reserved; used under 
OneLicense.net #A-606025.  Reprinted from More Voices, ©2007 The United Church of Canada. 
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Learn 

Hopeful Economics Podcast:  You’re a busy person. It’s 
not often that you can commit to sitting down to an 
hour-long webinar to learn new things about your faith. 
Why not check out some podcasts during your commute 
or while you’re doing your chores. The Hopeful Economics 
podcast, brought to you by EDGE and New Church 
Ministry, explores ways of making the world’s assets and 
abundance work for all people! In just the few episodes 
produced so far, you’ll hear from an incredible line of 
speakers, including: 
– Adriana Beemans, Inclusive Local Economies Program Director, The Metcalf 

Foundation 
– Rev. Michael Blair, General Secretary, The United Church of Canada 
– Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu, Executive Minister of Church in Mission, The United 

Church of Canada 
Tune in right now for an introduction into what the Hopeful Economics podcast is 
all about!  https://hopefuleconomics.transistor.fm/  

A new ELL class in 2022 will 
begin: Five classes are held 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday.  
– Gr 1. Daily Conversation, 

Monday, 9:30-11:30 & 
Sunday, 9:30-
10:20 Tuesday, 9:20-11:20  

– Gr 2. English - Basic 
course, Tuesday, 11:40-1:40 
& Sunday, 9:00-9:55 

– Gr. 3. Parenting Program - 
Mother wise, 
'Wisdom' Friday, 9:30-11:30 
& Sunday, 9:30-10:20 

– Gr. 4. English - 
Intermediate course 

– Gr. 5. Sunday, 9:00-
9:55 Free talking 

We welcome both students and 
volunteers to join the ELL class, 
which is an opportunity to learn 
English and expand the 
relationship of the Christian 
community. If you want to 
volunteer or if you have any question, please contact the Intercultural 
Ministry Coordinator, Chohee Won (chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca) 

https://hopefuleconomics.transistor.fm/
mailto:chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Meet 

Christmas Dinner with Friends:  Saturday, December 25th.  Are you expecting to 
have a quiet Christmas dinner on your own this year? Are travel restrictions 
getting in the way of family gatherings? Why not join your friends at Cloverdale 
United Church on Christmas Day from 4 to 8 pm for a traditional dinner with all 
the trimmings, singing and stories. Details are still being worked out and 
volunteers are needed to help plan and organize the event. Pre-registration will be 
required so we know how many are attending. If you are interested in coming, or 
know someone who might like an invitation, please call Shelley Davies at 778-
899-6258 or email snewhouse66@gmail.com or the church.  Deadline to sign up 
is tomorrow, December 20th. 

Serve 

A Word from your Christmas Hamper Committee:  Over many years our 
Cloverdale United Church congregation has given generously to create a special 
Christmas for those in need. Our donations have made a tremendous difference in 
the lives of many who endure hunger and hardship during our time of celebration. 
Because of Covid the Christmas Hamper Committee will not be sponsoring 
individual families again this year. However, we are asking for donations of money 
and gift cards to support local charities such as the Cloverdale Soup Kitchen, 
several local shelters, and the Guildford Park Community group.  
 In addition, this year, our thoughts are very much with our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters who continue to suffer the effects of residential schools, 
especially on the Downtown East Side. As part of The United Church’s 
commitment to Truth and Reconciliation, we are asking for donations of money to 
support the redevelopment of First United Church. Many new and exciting plans 
are in place for building a new facility with non-market housing and venues for 
social programs, and building will begin soon. Information on what is offered can 
be found on line at https://firstunited.ca and we will be sharing information each 
Sunday during Advent. 
 We will be collecting donations throughout the season of Advent to support 
all these causes and we thank you in advance for your ongoing generosity. 
— Bev Siggs (bevsiggs@gmail.com) & Christine Connal (christine.connal@gmail.com) 

Other news and notes 

Church Council Highlights:  The CUC Church Council met this past Tuesday, 
December 14th, for a wonderful holiday season potluck dinner hosted by Lori 
Presunka, as well as our regular December business meeting.  In addition to the 
tasty food and good fellowship shared, highlights from our meeting include: 
— The Council expresses its gratitude to our congregation's United Church 

Women (UCW) for its generous contribution of $7,000 toward the overall 
mission and ministry of the church for the current year. 

https://firstunited.ca/
mailto:bevsiggs@gmail.com
mailto:christine.connal@gmail.com
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— The Council engaged in some proactive conversations regarding possible 
enhancements to our building security measures, as we are conscious not only 
of the recent investments in costly equipment, but also the logistical realities 
of increased building use by outside groups. 

— The Council examined the proposed 2022 budget that had been developed 
and refined by an ad hoc working group consisting of Lori Presunka as 
treasurer, Rev. Matt as head of staff, Laurel Zulke as Ministry-and-Personnel 
chair, and Dianne Nichols as Trustees chair.  While the anticipated budget is 
not ideal, the Council nevertheless feel reassurance that the situation is more 
than manageable as a short-term reality and that with the information, 
perspective, and expertise now being brought to the table, planning can 
proactively begin toward shifting our invested funds draw rate over the next 
few years into sustainable territory for the long haul. 

Offering Envelopes are now Available: The 2022 Offering Envelopes are now 
available for pick up in the Narthex. 

God’s Mission, Our Gifts 

Community is Key to Mental Health on Campus:   Accumulating debt. Rising 
tuition. Pressure to succeed academically. Uncertainty about the labour market 
after graduation. These are just some of the reasons that, in a 2016 survey of post-
secondary students in Ontario, 65 percent reported feeling exhausting anxiety and 
46 percent reported feeling too depressed to fully function. And that was before 
COVID-19 forced students into lockdown. 
 Your generosity through Mission & Service supports students across the 
country through critical campus ministries, including the Rev. Tim Nethercott’s. 
 Nethercott is the United Church’s campus 
minister at Mount Royal University, the 
University of Calgary, and the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology. “We know that 
community is essential to mental health. There 
is a mental health crisis among young adults, 
partly because they aren’t coming from 
community. Many are lonely. They don’t realize 
that you need to find yourself with others, love 
and be loved in community in order to have mental health. Campus ministry 
supports mental health by building communities of belonging.” 
 The model of campus ministry Nethercott leads is unique. With grant support, 
he has hired and trained a team of six young adults to offer ministry as part of a 
ministry team. The peer-to-peer model means the ministry is always fresh and 
relatable. Together, Nethercott and his staff team host events that have drawing 
power, offer a free meal, and encourage participants to attend sharing circles to 
help build community, which in turn supports mental health. One of these events 
has been a wildly successful drumming program. Each year the drumming 
program was a focus, 2,500 people participated. 
 “Campus ministry serves the population that is least present in our churches. 
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We don’t see a lot of people in their 20s, but that’s the age when people set the 
pattern for their adult life. If the church isn’t there saying ‘Consider membership 
in a spiritual community,’ it might never occur to them,” he says, adding that it 
doesn’t cost much to have a big impact. “It’s just salaries and food. The buildings, 
computers, etc. are paid for by the institution and government. It’s not a great 
expense for a huge public witness of caring. Also, the United Church has a brand 
that means something in academia. It often opens doors to support students even 
more.” 
 Exam pressure means December is a particularly stressful time for students. 
Let’s hold them and the campus ministers who support them in prayer. Let us 
pray together:  Compassionate God, grant students energy, wisdom, and clarity of mind 
as they write their exams. May they know your calm presence during anxious, 
overwhelming moments. Lead them toward balance and wellness so they can be at their 
best. Rest your grace upon all campus ministers, too. May they feel the gratitude of the 
whole of the church so they know their ministry is valued and feel supported in offering it. 
Energize them as they continue to make a profound difference in the lives they serve. In 
Christ’s way and name we pray, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Interim Children & Youth Leader Sarah Zezchuk – sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland (on maternity leave) 
 Office Administrator (vacant) – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 


