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St. John’s Anglican Church 
46 Ridout Street West, Tillsonburg ON N4G 2E3 

Rector:   The Rev’d. Fr. Osita Oluigbo 

Deacon:  The Rev’d. Vermell Stevens 

Hon. Assistant:  The Rev’d. Fr. David Joyce 

ORDER OF SERVICE  

DECEMBER 19, 2021 
. 

 

A Celebration  

of the Holy Eucharist 

Book of Alternative Services 

of the Anglican Church of Canada—1992 

 
Book of Alternative Services 

of the Anglican Church of Canada—1992 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 

LOVE 
 

Book of Alternative Services 

of the Anglican Church of Canada—1992 
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WELCOME TO CHURCH 

 
 

CELEBRANT 

The Rev’d. Fr. David Joyce 

 

 

LAY READER 

Elaine Balpataky 

 

 

ORGANIST 

Joanne Smith 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
Once in Royal David’s City (123) 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Birthdays 
Kathleen Balega, December 22nd 

Ian McDowell, December 24th 

Janet Booker, December 26th 

Dean Symons, December 26th  

 

 

Anniversaries 
David and Patricia Dalton, December 21st 

Frank and Judy Mattan, December 22nd  

 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE, THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
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Lighting of the Advent Candle 
The Fourth Candle (Candle of Love) 

 

Leader:  Last Sunday we lit the candle of JOY. We light it again, along with the 

candles of HOPE and PEACE as we remember that Christ will come again 

and bring us everlasting peace and joy. 

 

(Light the candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy) 

 

Leader continues: The fourth candle of Advent is the Candle of LOVE. Its light is meant 

 to remind us of the love that God has for us. 

 

Voice:  Jesus shows us God’s perfect LOVE. He is God’s LOVE in human 

 form. The Bible says that “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

 so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 

Voice:  LOVE is patient, LOVE is kind and envies no one. LOVE is never boastful 

or conceited, rude or selfish. LOVE is not quick to take offense, it keeps no 

records of wrongs, it does not gloat over other people’s troubles, but rejoices 

in the right, the good, and the true. There is nothing that LOVE cannot face, 

there is no limit to its faith, to its hope, to its endurance. LOVE never ends. 

 

Leader:  We light this candle today to remind us of how God’s perfect LOVE  

 is found in Jesus. 

 

(Light the fourth candle, Love) 

 

PRAYER (All):  Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love shown to us 

perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us prepare our hearts to 

receive Him. Bless our worship. Help us to hear and do Your 

word. We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem. Amen. 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

 

All stand. The presiding celebrant greets the community. 

 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 
 

Collect for Purity 
  

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

People: to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother of our 

Lord and Saviour, now fill us with your grace, that we in all things may embrace your 

will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Advent 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour 

of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 

great humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE READINGS 

 

The First Reading is from the Book of Micah  

Chapter 5, Verses 2-5 

 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has 

brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall 

stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the 

Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 

earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

After a period of silent reflection the following is said. 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Canticle 18 

The Song of Mary - Luke 1:47–55 
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call 

me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. He has 

mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their 

thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the 

rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 

remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham  

and his children for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

Gospel Gradual Hymn 

When the King Shall Come Again (109) 

 

 

The Holy Gospel 

Luke, Chapter 1 Verses 39-45 

 
Reader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb.  
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And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon 

as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed 

is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the 

Lord.” 

 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Please be seated. 

 

THE HOMILY 
The Rev’d. Vermell Stevens 

 

 
Please stand if you are able: 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
The celebrant may invite the people, in these or similar words, to join in the recitation of 

the creed. 

 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say; 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the virgin Mary, 

he suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

he will come again  

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 

 

And after the Creed please sit or kneel, as you are able. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

In our prayer cycle today, we pray for the following Parish families:  

Don and Maureen Grant, Myrna Growcott, Jim and Jayne Hackney,  

Sherry Hamilton, Mike and Janice Hardy and their families. 

 

And at this time, we keep in our prayers, all those who are sick and bereaved  

and their families. 

 

In the Diocese of Huron, we pray for the Parishes of: 

St. Paul’s, Princeton; St. Luke’s, Crumlin; St. John’s, Thamesford; 

St. George’s-on-the-Wye, Thorndale. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given to the Glory of God  

and in loving memory of her husband Ray Watts  

and daughters Jennifer and Joanne, by Dorothy Watts. 
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The Poinsettias in the church have been donated by the following: 

 

Elaine Balpataky and Fr. David Joyce in memory of family members. 

Janet Booker and Bob Clifford in memory of family members. 

Ann Chevers in loving memory of her husband, Michael. 

Millie Heimbecker in memory of Joseph Hart. 

Carol Honsberger and Fr. Robb Doerr in memory of family members. 

Renate Kueppers in loving memory of her husband, Peter. 

Dorothy Murison in loving memory of her husband, Terry. 

Elizabeth Rolls in loving memory of family members.  

Paul and Lee Woods, in loving memory of Ruth and Jack Woods, Paul’s twin brother,  

Dorothy and Allan Watt and Lee’s brother Edward. 
 

St. John’s ACW in memory of past ACW members. 

 

 

Litany for Advent 

 

(In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying,  

“Lord Jesus, come soon!”) 

 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things  

to the ends of the earth: come and teach us how to live. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the  

burning bush and you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 
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O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will keep silence 

before you and all peoples will summon you to their aid: come,  

set us free and delay no more. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut;  

you shut and none can open: come and free the captives from prison. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness:  

come and enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires: Cornerstone,  

you make opposing nations one: come and save the creature you fashioned from clay. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The people are invited to confession in these or similar words. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

he welcomes sinners 

and invites them to his table. 

Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
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People: we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

The Peace 

All stand, and the presiding celebrant addresses the people. 

 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Due to  COVID-19, the members of the community, ministers and people, are encouraged 

to wave, bow and smile at one another, as a greeting in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (322) 
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Prayer Over Gifts 

Gracious God, by the power of the Spirit who sanctified the mother of your Son, make 

holy all we offer you this day. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.  

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Eucharistic Prayer #2 

 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,  

through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Saviour and Redeemer.  

He is your living Word, 

through whom you have created all things. 

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

he took flesh of the Virgin Mary 

and shared our human nature. 

He lived and died as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

In fulfilment of your will 

he stretched out his hands in suffering, 

to bring release to those who place their hope in you; 

and so he won for you a holy people. 
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He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, 

and to give up his life on the cross, 

that he might shatter the chains of evil and death, 

and banish the darkness of sin and despair. 

By his resurrection  

he brings us into the light of your presence. 

 

Now with all creation we raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant:  Holy and gracious God, 

accept our praise, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

who on the night he was handed over 

to suffering and death, 

took bread and gave you thanks, saying, 

“Take, and eat: 

this is my body which is broken for you.” 

In the same way he took the cup, 

saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you. 

When you do this, you do it in memory of me.” 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we offer you this bread and this cup, 

giving thanks that you have made us worthy 
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to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit 

upon the offering of your holy Church. 

Gather into one 

all who share in these sacred mysteries, 

filling them with the Holy Spirit 

and confirming their faith in the truth, 

that together we may praise you  

and give you glory 

through your Servant, Jesus Christ. 

 

All glory and honour are yours, 

Father and Son,  

with the Holy Spirit  

in the holy Church,  

now and for ever. 

People:  Amen. 

 
The service continues with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (said) 
  

Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

People:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread for distribution, and may say the following: 

Celebrant: God of promise, 

 you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

People:  Happy are those who are called 

 to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

 

The Communion 
 

We invite all Christians who are baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity, who are 

communicant members  of their own church, regardless of their denomination, to join 

with us in receiving the church's highest offering of praise to God, the Holy Eucharist. 

 

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The celebrant and people then receive communion. The sacrament is given with the 

following words. 

 

 Celebrant:  The body of Christ (given for you).  

 The blood of Christ (shed for you). 
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Communion Music 
Anthem-Choir Waiting for Bethlehem’s Light    by Dale Petersen 

 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (100) 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Faithful God, in this sacrament we receive the promise of salvation. May we, like the 

Virgin Mary, be obedient to your will. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Doxology 

 

Celebrant:  Glory to God, 

 

People:  whose power, working in us, 

 can do infinitely more 

 than we can ask or imagine. 

 Glory to God from generation to generation, 

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Benediction 

 

 

Recessional Hymn 
Be Thou My Vision (505) 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  


