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Welcome to Holy Hermits 
Online worship

The Quiet Christmas

17th Dec 2021



Whoever you are, wherever you come from, 
welcome to Holy Hermits Online The Quiet Christmas.

This service will give us the chance to express the grief, fears, anger, 
and confusion that are a normal part of living and loving.  

In worship, we will ask God for healing, and become again, ever-so-
gently, ready to face a future sustained by hope and grace.

Orienting ourselves



We meet in the name of a loving God
Who knows our needs, 

Hears our cries
And heals our wounds.

The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light.
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The Greeting



Come, God-with-us:
Who braves our rejection and hurt, 
Who holds us in acceptance and love.

Come, God-for-us:
Who whispers in our ears
That each of us are beloved children.

Come, God-under-us:
Who cradles us in arms that never grow weary; 
Whose lap has room for all.

Come, God-over-us:
Who watches in the long silence of the night, 
That we might rest in peace.



Come, God-beside-us:
Who steadies us when we falter, 
Who lifts us up when we fall.

Come, God-behind-us:
Who picks up all the faded dreams We drop along the 
way,
And patchworks them into hope.

Written by Thom Shuman for the 
Longest Night Service at St Mary with St Alban, Teddington



Collect Prayer for Advent

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.



A Collect for Peace 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, 
all right judgments, and all just works: 

Give to us, your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, 

so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, 
and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 

may live in peace and quietness; 
through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Amen.



Canticle: A Song of Our True Nature 
All: Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, our trespasses 

and our humiliations. 
Christ also revealed his blessed power, his blessed wisdom and 

love. 
He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in 

greatest need; he raises us in spirit and turns everything to 
glory and joy without ending.

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of 
nature; God is the true father and mother of natures. 

We are all bound to God by nature, and we are all bound to 
God by grace. And this grace is for all the world, because it is 
our precious mother, Christ.

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ for the honor and 
nobility of all, and for the joy and bliss of salvation.

Julian of Norwich A Holy Hermit



Softy and tenderly Jesus is calling
https://youtu.be/Ck58d3BMBX0

https://youtu.be/Ck58d3BMBX0


Ministry of the Word



3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8 a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to 

everyone to be busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put 

a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from 

the beginning to the end.

A reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 



Psalm 22
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from helping me, 
so far from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day 
but you do not answer, 
and by night, but I find no rest. 

In you, our ancestors trusted. 
They trusted and you delivered them. 

It was you who brought me from the womb, you who kept me safe on 
my mother's breast. 
Since my mother bore me, you have been my God. 

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted. 

All: God does not hide from me. When I cry to God, God hears me. 
Thanks be to God.



A reading from the prophet Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Audio visual reading: https://youtu.be/ctLXje_eiFw

https://youtu.be/ctLXje_eiFw


Prayers



Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, come to your people 
In your mercy, set us free.

Unlooked for, Christ comes. Loving God, we pray for our community. 
In the midst of our everyday lives, Surprise us with glimpses of your 
glorious, Humble love at the heart of existence.
Lord, come to your people
In your mercy, set us free.

Searched for, Christ comes.
Loving God, we pray for the leaders of the world. Guide them with your 
light, To seek wisdom, justice and peace.
Lord, come to your people
In your mercy, set us free.



Longed for, Christ comes. Loving God, we pray for those whose 
lives are hard and painful, Or whose existence is sorrowful, bitter 
or empty.
In their need, May they know your healing touch, Reaching out to 
comfort, strengthen and restore.
Lord, come to your people
In your mercy, set us free.



Loving God, come to us now,
As you have come to your people in every age,
As we gather our thoughts in the words that the adult 
Christ taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name;
Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, For 
ever and ever. Amen.



Litany of Remembrance



Litany of Remembrance 

We light a candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. 
We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies, their 
characters, their legacies. 
(The first candle is lighted)

We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in this 
season of expectation, when all Creation waits for the Light. 
All: We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround 
them.
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appear 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel.

A period of silent reflection



We light a candle to remember the pain of loss: 
loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of 
faith, the loss of joy. 
(The second candle is lighted.) 

We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it 
to You, asking that into our wounded hearts and open hands 
You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 

All: We remember that through You all things are possible. Refresh, 
restore, renew us, 0 God, and lead us into Your future.
O come thou Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily 
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel.

A period of silent reflection



We light this candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us 
years, that have been heavy with our burdens. 
(The third candle is lighted.)

We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the sadness 
and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. 

We accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and 
the times we have spent blaming ourselves, and you, for all that we have 
suffered. 

We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; 
and in knowledge of our own mortality.



All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, 
and that, while lost, we may have turned away from the light, 
the light itself has not failed. 
We remember that though winter be upon us 
and though the night be dark, 
with the turning of the Wheel the dawn will come, 
and dawn defeats the darkness. 

O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by thy advent 
here Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
A period of silent reflection



We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and hope 
that God offers to us in the stories of Christmas, which also began in 
abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, in a time of war and in a poor 
stable. 
(The fourth candle is lighted.)

We remember that the loving God who kept the light shining in the temple 
and who came to share this life with us, promises us comfort and peace.

All: We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the 
way to the Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows.

O come desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind 
Bid then our sad, divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
A period of silent reflection

From The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew, Honolulu Hawaii. 



Reflective Gospel



And Mary Said, My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
And holy is his Name. Luke 1.46-49

"Gracious God, what is our song,
Now in this time of weeping?
In our night of pain and grief,
Faithful voices rise toward starry skies:
In you, O Holy One, we put our trust.
Can we find once more your promise of mercy?
A new light shines in the darkness -
Together, we wait and rejoice.

- Marty Wheeler Burnett



Hymn: It is Well with my soul
https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0

https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0


Compassionate God, you know our deepest longings and sorrows.  
Hear our sorrow and let our cry come to you.
Stand near in the darkness, O God. 

We are broken by our loss and afraid of our future, 
overwhelmed by all we cannot understand. 
Stand near in the darkness, O God.

We are heavy with sadness and grief, sick with despair, aching with emptiness; 
Stand near in the darkness, O God.

We are confused and enraged at what feels unjust.  
We are frightened to find ourselves doubting your love; 
Stand near in the darkness, O God.

A Litany of light



Turn your heart towards us, healing God. 
We have lost our way and feel alone in our sorrow.
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.

Help us to grieve honestly and bravely, allowing our tears to fall freely.
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.

Teach us to trust you with all that we feel and for all that we need. 
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.

Release us from blame towards others or ourselves. Forgive us our failures at love.
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.

Heal us of shame and guilt; save us from regret.
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.

Give us grace to endure, and the courage of love in all that we do.
Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow.  



Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love.  Only you can heal us. 
Send your life-giving Spirit to renew our broken hearts.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 

Increase our patience toward ourselves and each other.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 

Help us let go of lost dreams, and entrust ourselves to your purpose and will.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 

Use our sorrows to enlarge our compassion toward others and ourselves.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 

Release us from fear, renew us in love, and rekindle our hope.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 



Fill us with thanks for the good things we enjoy, 
help us to notice our blessings.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 

Help us remember, always, those who suffer in illness, war, poverty, or 
despair, 

and turn our hearts towards their relief.
Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. 



A Reading from John of the Cross: “Even in the Night”
Surely I know the spring that swiftly flows,
Even during the night.

That everlasting spring is deeply hidden, 
But surely I know the place where it begins,
Even during the night.

I don’t know its source, because it has none. 
But I know that all beginnings come from this one,
Even during the night.

I do know that nothing can equal its beauty 
and that from it both heaven and earth drink,
Even during the night.

I know there is no limit to its depth,  And that no one can wade across its breadth,
Even during the night.



Its brightness is never clouded over, 
And I know that from it all light flows,
Even during the night.

I know its current is so forceful 
that it floods the nations, heaven, and hell,
Even during the night.

The current that is born of this stream,  
I know, is powerful and strong,
Even during the night.

The living stream that I so desire, 
I see in the bread of life,
Even during the night.

Developed by St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church
Eastpointe, Michigan 



Prayer for the Night
Let us pray.

Lord,
it is night.
The night is for stillness.

Let us be still in the presence of God.
It is night after a long day.

What has been done has been done;
what has not been done has not been done;
let it be.

The night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives
rest in you.
The night is quiet.

Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,
all dear to us,

and all who have no peace.
The night heralds the dawn.

Let us look expectantly to a new day,
new joys,

new possibilities.
In your name we pray.
Amen. (A New Zealand Prayer Book, 184)



SILENCE . . . some suggestions
A note about silence: it is not the absence of sound, but the space that stillness creates to notice it. 

A note about stillness: it is not the absence of movement, but the slowness that enables us to appreciate the motion of the 
spirit who is always moving around us. 

Notice your breath
Focus your awareness on your breathing.  
As you inhale, say to yourself, “I am breathing in . . . Thank you for life.”  
As you exhale, “I am breathing out . . . Receive my being.”

Focus on a sacred word
Allow a word to rise in your consciousness, and receive it as a gift.  
When other thoughts arise, come back to your sacred word.

Create positive imagination
Think of someone who needs your prayer.  
Picture that person encircled with the light of Christ.

Rest in God’s presence
Do a body scan.  Find the tension spots.  Relax your muscles.  
Say to yourself, “God, I rest in your presence.”

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Casper, Wyoming 



A Personal prayer, Sabbath Blessing

May this day bring Sabbath rest to my heart and my home.

May my peace and perspective be renewed in the busyness of this season.

May my hand be free enough from spending and acquiring to receive Your gift.

May a little of the wonder and magic of Christmas awaken the child within me today.

And may God’s Word feed me 
and His Spirit lead me into the life to come.

From the Lectio 365 app



All: Another day will come, 0 God. 
I know not what it may bring forth, 
but make me ready, God, for whatever it may be. 
If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely.
If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. 
If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. 
And if I am to do nothing, help me do it gallantly. 
Make these words more than words, 
and give me the Spirit of thy Peace. Amen. 

O God, support us all the day long in this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 
and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, 
and our work is done. Then Lord, in thy mercy, grant us safe lodging, and a holy rest, 
and peace at the last. Amen.

Preparing to journey on



Rescue Story
https://youtu.be/9Yr48Berkqc

https://youtu.be/9Yr48Berkqc


All: Almighty God, we thank you for your constant love 
and for the blessings of this day. 
We know that even when we cannot see or feel you, still you are there. 
Help us to remember you and to listen for your voice in the words of family, 
friends, and strangers. 
Kindle our hearts and awaken hope, 
that we may know you as you reveal yourself in the world and in our lives. 
Let the light of your holy Spirit shine like these candles in the darkness, 
lighting the way for all who feel despairing, lost, or forgotten, 
and grant that it may come to dwell so deeply in our hearts 
that when we leave this place it may shine on, 
for us and for those we meet along the way. Amen.

Sending Prayer

From The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew, Honolulu Hawaii. 



Final reflection from 14th Century Holy Hermit St Julian of Norwich

“For it is God’s will that we enjoy our safety and wholeness (rather than experience 
this life with sorrow and heaviness), 
and that is why God wants us to be comforted and strengthened, 
and yes, even laugh, as our souls are occupied by grace. 
For we are God’s joy; in us, God has endless delight; 
and by God’s grace, we shall experience the same happiness.”

From All Shall be Well: 
A Modern-Language Version of The Revelation of Julian of Norwich 
by Ellyn Sanna, 2011. 



BLESSING
Lord,
In the beginning
When all was very dark, you said: Let there be light.
And there was light
And life throughout the universe.

And when the human race
Was exhausted , tired and weary,
In the darkness of anxiety,
Confusion and sin,
Into that darkness you came
As light in Jesus Christ.



God became a human being among us all.

Once again it is dark.

Not just dark as at midnight
But dark in ourselves:
Dark with doubt,
Dark with fear and uncertainty, Dark with confusing
And conflicting voices in our ears.

Come, Light of Life,
Lighten the darkness in our lives With your mighty word of love. 
Lighten our hearts with the joy 
Of your promised coming. 



Lighten our world with the hope 
That faith in you brings.

We travel towards Christmas Day 
In the peace of Jesus Christ.

May his peace,
That lightens the soul with faith, 
Lifts the spirit with hope,
And leavens the world with love, 
Be yours tonight and always.

And the blessing of God,
The Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer,
Go with you and remain with you now and always. Amen.

Written by John Harvey for the 
Longest Night Service at St Mary with St Alban, Teddington



My friends, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the 
hearts of those who make this earthly pilgrimage with us, 
so be swift to love, 
and make haste to do kindness, 
and the blessing of God, 
who comes to us as +Creative Presence, 
Saving Grace and Life-giving Spirit be upon you 
and all whom you love and pray for this day, and forever more. Amen.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Casper, Wyoming 

Bidding Prayer



“Manger and Cross” by Beate Heinen

Give online at holyhermits.com.au/give

Next services: (Brisbane time) 
Sunday 9.00am
Christmas Eve 6.30pm
Christmas Day 9.00am & 5pm
Post-worship music: https://youtu.be/GHToCz_WaxE

https://holyhermits.com.au/give
https://youtu.be/GHToCz_WaxE

