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GATHERING MUSIC   
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(We Stand) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Today we come looking for the Christ Child. 
We come, bringing our hurts, our worries, our fears. 
We come seeking relief from pain. With the psalmist of old we say, 
“O Lord, you are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living. Give heed to my cry, for I 
am brought very low.” 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN          ”Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”           ELW 254 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
 

(We Sit) 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S! 
 
Restrooms are located down the hall on the left side.  
 
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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FIRST READING           Isaiah 40:1-5, 28-31 
 
1
 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  

2
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's 
hand double for all her sins.  

3
 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4
 Every valley shall be lifted up, and 

every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain.  

5
 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it  

together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  
28

 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.   
29

 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  
30

 Even youths will faint and be 
weary, and the young will fall exhausted;  

31
 but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING                 Psalm 139:7-12 
 
Where can I go from your spirit? 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning 
And settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
Even there your hand shall lead me 
And your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
And the light around me become night,” 
Even the darkness is not dark to you; 
The night is as bright as the day, For darkness is as light to you. 
 
 

(We Stand and Welcome the Gospel saying together:) 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                   John 14: 26-27 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, “

26
 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  
27

 Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be  
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 

SERMON           Pastor Jason 
 
 

ANTHEM         “I Wonder as I Wander”           John Jacob Niles 
(Soloist—Abby Meade Young) 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I... 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall, 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 
 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing, 
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I... 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
 

(We Stand) 
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INTERCESSION FOR HEALING 
The God of strength moves within us; 
the God of courage hears our distress. 
 
The God of hope reveals wholeness to us; 
the God of healing touches us when we are broken. 
 
When the pain overwhelms us, when the burden is too heavy, 
we turn to our God, who is sustaining and redeeming. 
 
When there is loneliness, when there is isolation, 
we turn to our God, who is loving and present. 
 
For God created us, redeemed us and sustains us, and we are not alone. 
Lead us in your ways, O God, and bring us your healing touch. 
 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY 
We light this first Advent candle to remember those who have been loved and lost; remembering 
their name, their face, their voice. We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us in this 
time of year. May God’s eternal love surround them and us. 
 

(The first candle is lit and a moment of reflection is observed) 
 
We light this second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, 
the loss of home, the loss of health. As we gather up the pain of the past, we offer it to you, O 
God, asking that into our open hands you will place the gift of peace. Refresh, restore, renew 
us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
 

(The second candle is lit and a moment of reflection is observed) 
 

We light this third candle to remember ourselves as Christmas approaches. We pause and  
remember the past weeks, months and even years of down times. We honor the power of the 
emotions our memories stir. We acknowledge the sadness, the hurts, the grief, the pain of  
reflecting on our own mortality. Let us remember that the light shines in the darkness and that 
the darkness cannot overcome it. 
 

(The third candle is lit and a moment of reflection is observed) 
 

We light this fourth candle to remember our faith and the gift of hope which the Christmas story  
offers to us. We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a place and time of no 
more pain and suffering. Let us remember the One who shows the way, who brings the truth 

and who bears the light. 
 

(The fourth candle is lit and a moment of reflection is observed) 
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PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for ourselves, and for our families and 
friends who live with the struggles of illness and the pain of loss. We ask for strength for today, 
courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of Christ, who 
shares our life in joy and sorrow, death and new birth, despair and promise.  
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Comforting God, as we leave this place we ask that you would continue to wrap us in your  
presence. Be with us in our struggles, and when we get lost in the darkness, shine your light and 
help us find our way back to you.  
Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN     “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”            ELW 314 
 

Arise, your light has come! 
The Spirit's call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God 
which shines on you today. 

 
Arise, your light has come! 

All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the brokenhearted ones 
and comfort those who mourn. 

 
Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
God's pow'r will make us strong. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  The light of God’s love lives within you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE    



7 

 



8 

IN LIEU OF ALTAR FLOWERS today our sanctuary is adorned with red poinsettias that are 
given in honor and memory of loved ones of the congregation. 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director  Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist 
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director  Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton   Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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