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Advent & Incarnation 2021 
 

Our Dear Friends, 

     First, our deepest apologies for not being in more regular contact 
with you over this past year. Like you (I suspect) it’s been an interesting 
and somewhat grueling season upon season of ever-adjusting to new 
realities. In fact, when I reflect on what I wrote you at this time last 
year, I made the unwitting prophetic remark—"What an odd time in 
which we now live.”  Odd indeed! ☺  

     This said, we want to ENCOURAGE you and to eagerly invite you to 
look forward to wondrous new horizons ahead.  Yes, times are strange 
and yes, our individual and community ability to ever-adjust is a real 
stress BUT perhaps we can buoy up your spirit during the challenges. 
 

Our warm relationship with UVic’s international and grad students 
(as well as faculty and staff) continues unabated. However, due to 
COVID safety protocols, this fall academic term has unexpectedly been 
even more challenging than last year.  You may well ask, “Why?”   

It’s because last year our 
campus was still functioning 
but most students were 
studying from afar via virtual 
distance learning.  Of course, 
as you can imagine, it 
required a lot of adjustment 
and accommodation from 
both students and faculty 
alike.  But this fall term 
entails an ever-morphing 
hybrid model—both in-person on campus AND virtual distance 
learning.  It’s as if everyone is learning new dance moves as they adjust 
to pandemic and educational realities. 

 

Let me tell you more . . .  
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     As I mentioned in last year’s Advent/Christmas letter, I’ve been 
dealing with a persistent sense of vertigo and muscle ‘rubberiness’ for 
now over two years.  I don’t feel precisely ill but rather ‘wrung out’.  I’m 
receiving stellar care from various medical specialists and I’m assured 
that my symptoms will ease over time.  (And my unexpected learning 
opportunity?  I’m gaining a respect and compassion for other folks who 
struggle with ‘hidden’ maladies that aren’t immediately visible to 
others). 

What this means for our 
ministry is that Sandi has 
wonderfully blossomed with our 
in-person meetings with 
students and I am mostly 
meeting with them via Zoom 
and other virtual means. This 
adjustment has actually been a 

creative solution to this COVID season of ‘hybrid realities’ and frankly, 
it’s been fun for me to be an old dog learning new tricks.   

 

I’m reminded that the Apostle Paul 
did some of his best work (and his 
continuing ministry to us in 2021 
through his letters) while he was in 
literal prison lockdown.  It must have 
been frustrating for that intrepid Good-
Newsing traveler BUT I’m slowly 
realizing that sometimes personal 
inconvenience has unexpected beneficial 
fruitfulness. 

 

So YES, Sandi and I still have a clear sense of God’s presence in and 
through us during odd times.  Of course, we are eagerly awaiting our 
return to unmasked, undistanced relationships with spiritually hungry 
students BUT in the meantime we are deeply encouraged by the 
questions that formerly jaded folks now ask—not just ‘informational’ 
but profoundly ‘transformational’ for their ongoing life trajectory.  
Clearly our rescuing God is STILL at work! 
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Some Family News . . .  
 
 

Sadly, we lost Sandi’s beloved father 
Jim last December 30th due to 
COVID-related complications.  He 
was a gentle, godly man with a keen 
sense of humour, and we all miss 
him very much.  Thanks to Zoom 
technology, Sandi is in daily warm 
contact with her mother Carolyn in 
Pennsylvania and our daughter 
Morrigan reads novels to her dear ‘Gooma’.  Of course, we can’t wait 
to see her safely in person and especially for the never-ending Grand 
Reunion in heaven. 

 

Connally continues to pursue her 
 clothing design career with 
a  view to provide ‘real 
clothes for  real bodies, 
ethically sourced’.   We’re quite 
encouraged by her  principled 
approach to what  can often be 
a cutthroat  industry. 
 

Morrigan’s ongoing skill with writing 
(calligraphy, novels and letters) and 
various woven arts continues to amaze 
us.  This has fostered inter-generational 
friendships and not only among her 
peers.  Or perhaps better said, she’s 
discovering kindred-spirit peers across a 
wide spectrum of ages. 

 

Question: Just WHERE did our two 
daughters acquire their gifts for the 
verbal and tactile arts?   
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For your encouragement . . . 
 

• Even though our present world seems ‘on edge’ as polarized politics, 
natural disasters and perennial unfairnesses rear their heads, our 
God is STILL at work.  We are privileged to see this firsthand as 
students and scholars/professors/researchers from nations in 
conflict encounter a rescuing Jesus—the Prince of Peace—for 
themselves.  And without any nudging at all from us, they 
themselves begin to observe former adversaries with new eyes—
even friendship. 

 

And for your prayers . . . 
 

 

• Please pray for students experiencing a crisis of introduction (“who 
is this Jesus?”) or a crisis of faith (“do I really believe the Good 
News?”) or a crisis of commitment (“how will my family and 
colleagues react?”).  Pray especially for students from cultures 
where saying ‘yes’ to Jesus entails the threat of real estrangement 
from loved ones and even physical danger. 

 

• If what is happening through us among international students at 
UVic harnesses your passion for God’s Kingdom, we would (of 
course) be delighted if you came alongside us in a practical way.  
If what God is doing through US captures YOUR heart, in Canada 
please contact me directly or International Student Ministries 
Canada at www.ismc.ca and in the U.S.A. www.isionline.org (a 
variety of donation mechanisms are available). 

 
Dear, dear friends, in this season of Christ’s Incarnation—he really 

came to be Emmanuel (God With Us) and by his Spirit he’s still here! 
—be assured that we McDougalls are deeply encouraged by your 
prayers and support.  And of course, we’d love to hear YOUR news!  ☺ 
 

From our home to yours, blessings! 
 
         (for all four of us)   
 

mailto:dsmcdougall@shaw.ca
http://www.ismc.ca/
http://www.isionline.org/

