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Have an exciting announcement you would
like to share in the next issue? Email us at

mosterloo@valleymadison.com so we can
celebrate with you!
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Marie Guyse
Due April 2022

 

Bailey Hambright
Due April 2022

 

Bennet James Jock
Born Nov 24, 2021
9lbs 12oz
Parents: Brooke &
Daniel 
Jock

 

John David Ivy
Born: Sept 7, 2021
6lbs 13oz, 19.5"

Parents:
Nicholas
&

                    Kelcy Ivy

 

This year, I took on the task of team-teaching our church's 1st and 2nd graders during the Sunday School hour at
Valley. Thus far, I have had the privilege of covering Creation, as well as the biblical characters of Adam & Eve, Cain &
Abel, Noah, and Abraham. We tie each of these characters back into God's big story of redemption, which is shown

across the entirety of God's Word. But we all know what happens when you teach something to someone; you
yourself become a student and learn just as much as they do! 

 
Remembering God's big story of redemption is not only a great joy, but I'm becoming more aware that it is a critical
discipline. God made a wonderful home for us and all the living things he created. God's good world was ready for
the crown of God's creation- man and woman. They were made in his image; meaning they could have fellowship

with God. Unfortunately, sin spoiled God's creation. But God in his mercy and grace gave Adam and Eve a wonderful
promise- a promise meant for them and for us. In Genesis 3:15, we learn about the descendant of the woman who
would eventually crush the serpents' head. This promise, of course, was fulfilled in the victorious work of the Savior.

God sent his Son, Jesus, to take away the sins of his people and defeat death and the enemy Satan.  
 

We, like Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Noah, and Abraham, are also characters and carriers of God's great story of
redemption. Each one of us! You are a CHARACTER created by God, brought into his covenant of grace and brought

into an estate of salvation by the Redeemer, our Lord Jesus Christ. You are also a CARRIER of his redemption story; to
all those God puts in your path. As we all long for the day when Jesus returns to finish making all things new, let's not
forget the discipline of remembering God's big story of redemption. Not just in the Bible, but as we look at our lives in

the past, present, and what God directs us into in the future. Carry that redemption story and share it with 
all those around you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS!

CORNER

December January February

Ladies' Night Out
Old Black Bear 
Tuesday, January 11,
2022

BUNCO Game Night
Thursday, February
17th @ 6pm

Table for Four 
Week of March 27 thru
April 2 **More info
coming soon!**

 
In this issue, you will
find stories that
remind us that this

Beloved, ifBeloved, if
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one another.one another.  
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Characters and Carriers

Kathy Guest
Director of Women's 

Ministry

God is at work within each
of our hearts, weaving a
blood-stained thread of
redemption through our
stories of sorrow and pain.
Can you see it in your life? 

By: Jenny Fleming

3rd - Jackie Zecher
8th - Valerie Hager

14th - Kathleen Bailey
16th - Carla Ferreira 

17th - Ginny Dragsten
19th - Lori Willis

19th - Margie Greenman
21st - Shaylyn LeCroy

29th - Megan Newman
31st - Alison Bowden

4th - Betsy Baker
4th - Olivia Knowling
5th - Larissa Danek

7th - Adrienne Edwards
19th - Margo Boyd
20th - Jill Wurstner

23rd - Heidi Knowling
24th - Robbie Wilson

1st - Nicole Dowdy
2nd - Kim Anne Baker

6th - Ella Crouch
7th - Bailey Hambright
8th - Jennifer Shelton
11th - Sandy Genet

13th - Deborah Long
17th - Tammy Hall
18th - Cindy Hollis

20th - Lori Marcusse
22nd - Rebecca Ledzian

27th - Angie Burns
28th - Ginni Radford

We hope you will join us in
praying for open eyes and
open hearts in this season,
and beyond. Happy reading!

world is broken and crying out for a
savior. BUT, his light is shining in the
darkness, bringing redemption. There, he
came to dwell. 



Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers
A Literary Review By: Karen Dick

SPRING 2022 
BIBLE STUDIES!
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PSALM 107:2

Tuesday Evening
Facilitated by

Michele Denton 
mmdenton5@gmail.com

6:30-8pm
Michele's home

Starting: January 18th
 

Wednesday Morning
Facilitated by Jessica White
 jessandjon@yahoo.com

9:30-11am
Valley Presbyterian Church 

Childcare by reservation 
Starting: January 19th

 
Wednesday Morning

Facilitated by Marian Deweese
mariandeweese@gmail.com

9:30-11:30am
Marian's home

Starting: January 12th
 

Thursday Morning
Facilitated by
Lauren Plott

lfplott@gmail.com
7-8am

Starting: January 19th
 

Thursday Morning
Facilitated by Amy Squillacote
amy.squillacote@gmail.com

8-9pm 
Starting: January 13th

 

ZOOM:

Thursday Morning
Facilitated by Kathy Guest 

kguest@valleymadison.com
9:30-11am

Kathy’s home 
Childcare by reservation 
Starting: January 20th

Join us as we dive into The Word of the
Lord: Seeing Jesus in the Prophets 

By Nancy Guthrie

MELISSA OSTERLOOMELISSA OSTERLOO

A young girl, living a life of innocence, suddenly is thrust into a world of evil, violence, and darkness with
no way out. Redeeming Love, written by Francine Rivers, expertly takes this story down a path of suspense

and fear then returns to a place of rescue and redemption.
 

The novel is based on a retelling of Hosea, a minor prophet in the Bible. Hosea was instructed by God to
marry a prostitute. She was unfaithful to him, but he pursued and loved her. The relationship was

symbolic to convey the message of Israel’s disloyalty and betrayal toward God while He exhibited his
unconditional love.

 
The novel itself takes place during the California gold rush in 1850. Angel, the main character, is a

beautiful young woman who was sold into prostitution as a child. She is trapped in a life of violence and
darkness, resulting in a heart of hatred and bitterness.  

 
Michael Hosea is a farmer who loves the Lord and is obedient to him. God instructs Michael to marry

Angel and he pursues her and attempts to rescue her. Angel feels unworthy of Michael’s pure love and
returns to her life of darkness. Michael continues to display to Angel his unconditional love.

 
From the beginning, the plot seized my full attention and provided me with a deep connection to the
characters. I found it distressing to read of the brutal life that Angel was dumped into, but as Michael
Hosea continued to rescue, forgive, and love her unconditionally, I had a shimmer of hope. The story

caused my emotions to vacillate as they plummeted to anxiousness and dread and then soar to optimism
and joy.  

 
The most significant part of the book for me was the symbolism of God’s pursuit of us and his offer of

redemption. It clearly laid out the process of sin being acknowledged and stripped away to face our only
true redeemer.

 
This novel is one of my favorite works of fiction. For other readers, my only warning is to use discretion. I

would rate this book PG-13, as well as the upcoming movie.
 

In late spring 2019, I decided to join the
women’s Bible study that was starting up
for the summer. A couple of weeks into
our study, I received a distressing phone
call from my mom. Something bad had

happened at my childhood home. 

My earliest memories are very similar to
the idyllic portrayals of country life. At
some point, things started to change.

There was an obvious shift in my parents.
In rage-filled fits of anger, my dad would

carve a path of destruction and then
abruptly leave. Trash, discarded clothing,
broken items, magazines, and toys began

filling up every corner and horizontal
surface of our home. At some point, we

had no properly functioning toilet or
bathtub. It didn’t take long for our home to

become infested with roaches and even
rats. I reasoned that my mom and dad

must not love me enough to take proper
care of me. I believed that somehow, this

was my fault. I felt confused, afraid,
ashamed, and worthless.

During a series of phone calls with my
mom that June day in 2019, I learned what
had transpired. My childhood home on the

farm had hit a literal breaking point. The
wooden pillars supporting the main

structural beam that ran along the center
span of the house had collapsed. My

parents were officially “homeless.” I hung
up the phone and was overcome with

emotion. 

My mom’s phone calls that day left me
both afraid for their future and unable to

continue avoiding my past. I felt just as
vulnerable as that helpless little girl

waiting for God to come rescue her. My
identity was wrapped up in abandonment
– by my parents and seemingly, by God.

Being in community gave me the support I
needed to face the pain of my childhood.

There were days, even weeks, I was
surprised by the depths of grief, and days I

craved a break from the heartache. The
Holy Spirit began a work in my heart

towards my parents. He helped me see
them not simply as people who failed me,

but image bearers navigating life in a
broken, painful world. 

Walking through the process of learning to
forgive my parents has allowed me to

surrender to my own need for redemptive
love. It has not been perfect or easy, but it

has been good.
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