
  

 

 

 
 
 

“People of Christ 
Making a 

Difference” 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday 
in Advent 

 
 
 
 

December 19, 2021 
 
 
 
 

8:30 & 11:00AM 



2 

 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE 
 

(We Stand) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who comes to wake us from 
sleep, who leads us into the light of grace. 
Amen. 
 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 
God of all time, 
we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We ignore our 
neighbors in need and fail in the labor of spreading your love and peace. In your mercy 
forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure 
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God. In + Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven and all 
things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen.  

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S! 
 
A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants 
and toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the 
right side. 
 
Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 
First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 
If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s 
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 
Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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GATHERING SONG    “Savior of the Nations, Come”             ELW 263 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING          Micah 5:2-5a 
 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock 

in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

5a
and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING REFLECTION 
One cannot escape the prophetic vision in the season of Advent. We see it in the selections 
from the Old Testament, and we encounter it in Mary's Song of Rejoicing. In this birth, God is 
intent on changing the priorities of the world: 
. . God looks with favor upon the lowly 
. . . God scatters the proud in the imaginations of their hearts 
. . . . God brings the powerful down from their thrones 
. . . . . God sends the rich away empty.  
 

Where do our lives encounter this prophetic vision? 
. . Are we lowly servants upon who God looks with favor? 
. . . Does our pride sometimes interfere with what God seeks to accomplish through us? 
. . . . Do we sometimes let our need for power and control interfere with God's work? 
. . . . . Are we sometimes rich in things and poor in soul?  
 

As the time of the Lord's coming draws near, let us test and examine our ways and return to the 
Lord, so that Love may have a place to dwell.  
 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY  
The Mighty One has done great things! Holy is God's Name! The Light of the World is coming. 
With Mary, our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 
God's mercy endures from generation to generation for those who are in awe of God. 
The proud, the rich, the mighty no longer have power over us. 
The lowly are lifted up, and the hungry are satisfied. 
We see the light of God shining over the land. 
As we light a fourth candle in anticipation of the wondrous birth,  
We will open our hearts that Love may have a place to dwell.  
 

(Light the Fourth Advent Candle.) 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN    “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”           ELW 257 
 

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have 
shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the fourth candle 
on this wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son's birth 
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation.  
Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 

SECOND READING                Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 

desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 

taken no pleasure. 
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of 

the book it is written of me).” 
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken  

pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered  
according to the law), 

9
then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 

in order to establish the second. 
10

And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40

where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
42

and  
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 

43
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 

44
For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45

And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
[
46

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48

for 
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will  
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call me blessed; 
49

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50

His  
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

51
He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52

He has brought down the  
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

53
he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 
54

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants  
forever.”] 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 

SERMON           Pastor Jason 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly”           WOV 634 
 

Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, virgin mother, wise and mild. 
Sing of God’s own Son most holy, who became her little child. 

Fairest child of fairest mother, God the Lord who came to earth, 
Word made flesh, our very brother, takes our nature by his birth. 

 

Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, in the home at Nazareth. 
Toil and labor cannot weary love enduring unto death. 

Constant was the love he gave her, though he went forth from her side, 
forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, till on Calvary he died. 

 

Glory be to God the Father; glory be to God the Son; 
glory be to God the Spirit; glory to the Three in One. 

From the heart of blessed Mary, from all saints the song ascends, 
and the church the strain reechoes unto earth’s remotest ends. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 

Anthem      "Mary's Song" 
(Luke 1:46-55, Paraphrased by Nick Chambers) 

 

My soul will magnify the Lord, my spirit will rejoice in God,  
who looked upon my lowliness with grace that all would call me blessed. 

  

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
  

The Mighty One has done great things, and to his holy name I sing.  
His mercy is for all who fear in every age, both far and near. Refrain 

  

He casts the mighty from their thrones and lifts the lowly and alone;  
he fills the hungry with good things and sends the rich away empty. Refrain 

  

The Lord has come to Israel’s aid, remembering his promise made,  
to Abraham the oath he swore, to be our God forevermore. Refrain 

  

(We Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the head of the aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn         “The King Shall Come”              LBW 33 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 
path, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG          “Fling Wide the Door”             ELW 259 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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IN LIEU OF ALTAR FLOWERS today our sanctuary is adorned with red poinsettias that 
are given in honor and memory of loved ones of the congregation as denoted on the insert  
within your bulletin. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Otis Rawl, 
  and Vernon Hester; 
 (11:00) Randy Huber, Alon Cox, James Renwick, Roy Welch 
Readers: (8:30) Brant Taylor; (11:00) Cathy Mathias 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Peggy Sherman 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Jaime Wessinger [C] Katie Dawkins; 
   (11:00) [A] Mary Beth Stafford [C] Emery Jones 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director  Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist 
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director  Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton   Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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