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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in 
great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated 
enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients 
anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the 
saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the 
Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another 
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in 
word and supper. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Because the spread of Covid-19 is greatly increased by singing,                 
there will be no singing of the liturgy or the hymns. Even in our                    

silence the meaning of the hymn will be present to us.  
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE  “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                      - Held 
                                                                                                  
Please kneel or sit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who alone does wonders, who 
lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our 
call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material 
wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we 
are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, + your sins are forgiven. You are children of 
the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of 
divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
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Please stand 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”         ELW 436  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Wake, awake, for night is flying, the watchmen  
on the heights are crying; awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
Midnight hears the welcome voices, and at the  
thrilling cry rejoices: "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
The bridegroom comes! Awake; your lamps with gladness take!" 
Alleluia! Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 

Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her  
heart with joy is springing. She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, the strong in  
grace, in truth victorious: her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
Now come, O Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 
Sing hosanna! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
and follow to the banquet hall. 
 

Gloria! Let heav'n adore you! Let saints and  
angels sing before you, with harp and cymbal's clearest tone. 
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, lead us to  
bliss beyond all dreaming, with angel choirs around your throne. 
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thund'ring might 
of such glory. There we will go: what joy we'll know! 
There sweet delight will ever flow. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                      Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being 
faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for 
its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future 
name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even 
now working salvation for Israel. 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up 
for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons 
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your 
way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that 
your day of salvation is dawning. 
 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, 
wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along 
your path of peace.  
 

O house of Jacob, come,  
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING HYMN: Advent 1          ELW 240 vs. 1              
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”        

 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
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PSALM   25:1-10                         READ RESPONSIVELY 
1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.   
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the  
      day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of  
      your goodness, O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 

SECOND READING                                         1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is 
exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul 
voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this 
growing church. 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. 

13
And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Stand up and raise your heads— your redemption is 
drawing near. Alleluia. (Luke 21:28) 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                                  Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfill-
ment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confu-
sion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand bold-
ly and receive God’s promised redemption. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 
sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be  
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 

28
Now when these things begin to take place, 

stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 
know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            ELW 257 
                                                                                           (verses 1 - 4) 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays.  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive  
Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things  
far and nigh: in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way.     Refrain 
 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on  
Sinai's height in ancient times you gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.      Refrain 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's  
tyranny; from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.      Refrain 
 

NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
places that yearn for God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe 
to proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our 
hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, 
the wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May 
we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to 
all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to 
leaders in our communities (local, state, and national government offi-
cials may be named). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. 
Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, 
retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially). Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people 
from destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been up-
ended by natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disas-
ter Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the 
saints who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress 
and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Re-
ceive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 
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OFFERTORY    
 

The Ushers will collect the offering 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                           
 

Please stand 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts 
and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way 
before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ  
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
(1 Corinthians 11:23b-25) 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God  
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
Please be seated 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
Please stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the 
Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of 
mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our 
guest. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ  
Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Fling Wide the Door”                                  ELW 259 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing.  
Please read the words as she plays.  

 

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; the King of glory  
comes in state; the Lord of lords and King of kings, the  
Savior of the world who brings his great salvation  
to the earth. So raise a shout of holy mirth and  
praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

He is the rock of our belief, the heart of mercy's  
gentle self. His kingly crown is holiness; his  
scepter is his loveliness; he brings our sorrows  
to an end. Now gladly praise our king and friend, and  
worship him with song for saving us from wrong. 
 

Oh, happy towns and blessed lands  that live by their true  
king's commands. And blessed be the hearts he rules, the  
humble places where he dwells. He is the rightful  
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, 
creator of the world, our only strength for good. 
 

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; our hearts are open  
wide in trust. Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
upon our sorrows shine your face, and let your Holy  
Spirit guide our journey in your grace so wide. We  
praise your holy name, from age to age the same! 

 
Please be seated 
 
POSTLUDE  “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”                   - Burkhardt  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
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