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That time of year we look at the 
decorated pumpkins, rake the fallen 
leaves and think about the changes in 
life. The seasons do that in our hearts. 
Fall leads to cooler weather, colors in the 
trees, and campfires. We carve pumpkins, 
we make pumpkin pie, we heat apple 
cider, and take trips to the orchards. 
The stores begin selling Christmas 
decorations and the turkeys go on 
sale at the local grocery store. It’s a 
wonderful time of year when we begin to 
think about Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 
for many is a sentimental time of year. 
We think back to the times when we were 
young when we would go to Grandma’s 
house, or perhaps that favorite aunt. 
Thanksgiving shouldn’t be something 
we start thinking about when we see 
the colors changing and the decorations 
prod our sentimentalism as we walk 
through the store. Thanksgiving should 
be something we think about every 
morning when we wake up. Perhaps not 
always thankful, but grateful. Jeremiah 
30:18 tells us what the Lord is saying 
that will happen when he returns the 
people from captivity. “This is what the 
Lord says: “I will restore the fortunes 
of Jacob’s tents and have compassion 
on his dwellings. The city will be rebuilt 
on her ruins and the palace will stand in 
its proper place. From them will come 
songs of thanksgiving and the sound 
of rejoicing.” That’s not surprising! We 
always get excited and are thankful 
when we are delivered. But what if for 
some reason, the deliverance doesn’t 
come? What if things go belly up and all 
the leaves, we raked in the pile come 
blowing back into the yard? Will we still 
be grateful, thankful, loving, and kind? 
What if, just what if we got up each 
morning and after we trip over the shoes 
someone left lying on the floor, stubbed 
our toe, burned the eggs, and spilled hot 
coffee all over our lap, what if we still 
looked up at God and said, “I will come 
before you with Thanksgiving! There is a 
hymn, “Count your blessings, name them 
one By one”. Sometimes we need to just 
one at a time remind ourselves of what 
God has done for us. Just one blessing at 
a time. If God wakes you up and the sun is 
shining, be thankful. If not, be thankful!
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The first weekend of October found the women 
of Our Safe Harbor coming together to share 
A Place at the Table  on Friday evening, October 
1st, and continued with a two-hour Livestream 
special called Hearth & HarvestHarvest-Cultivating 
Friendship, on Saturday morning.  

Friday night, Kami Mead shared the dream of 
having a place at the table by bringing women together to share in a meal and fellowship and be 
challenged by the story of how it began with a video featuring Kami and Karri Morgan. The table talk 
encouraged the art of sharing hearts and 
faith.

Saturday morning, with Kami as Master 
of Ceremonies, 27 women gathered at 
the OSHC Soundstage while 53 joined 
online for a wonderful morning of music, 
testimony, Yoga, and the challenge to Let 

Friendship Change You 
and Move You. The ladies heard from barista Katy Matthews, Wendy Boyd, Sarah 
Gonzalez aka The Bread Lady, Kacy Smith, LeAnn Bates, Margaret Buttrey along 
with Keynote Speaker, Marette Jorgenson. Each of them shared how friendship 
has changed their lives and encouraged them. Misha led the music and, 
Marette even joined her on one of the sets. The closing thoughts and prayer 
were led by Dwonne Cogswell. So far, the YouTube views have reached 428, an 
exhilarating start to what we all hope will become an annual tradition. 

 “DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?” “DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?”

 With the lovely and meaningful Christmas season upon us, I am most excited 
to feature the song Do You Hear What I Hear? in a special service! God is mysterious in 

His ways as He moves us into places we never dreamed or imagined. His plan, His design, 
His timing, His provision, His peace. Over the past year, I have marveled at God’s calling us out of 
our traditional pews and into new, unknown places, weaving a worldwide ministry! We, as pilgrims 
and pioneers—have journeyed into beautiful realms, breaking barriers, forging the most amazing 
virtual, yet tangible, relationships. What an adventure we share! Do you hear what I hear? Do you 
see what I see? Do you know what I know? As we gain brothers and sisters of all ages around the 
globe, we are more mindful than ever that Jesus’ message of love, joy, and peace is for ALL peoples, 
unto the recesses of the earth. I smile in the deepest places of my heart as Jesus—our loving 
Shepherd—calls us, we hear, we see, we know, and we follow. I anticipate singing this traditional 
holiday song anew with all of the ladies of our remarkable ministry this season. To God               
be the glory, great things He has done.
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It was the last song at the end 
of worship. Misha’s voice led, 
warm and powerful. Patrick had 

the guitar trickling beautifully in 
the background and sang harmony. 

Between the words, the images 
coming from those words, the beauty of 

sound, and how it was carried, it struck me powerfully. I listened to 
it again and again. “The Lord bless you and keep you. Make his face 
shine upon you. Be gracious to you The Lord turn his face toward 
you and give you peace.” I’ll come back to this song. There are times 
when something is pressing on our hearts, close to us, maybe 
something that we’ve been holding rather privately while we take 
time to process it. Then there comes a time in moving forward 
when it is good for us to express that, to share it with another 
person. To know and to be known by one another is a precious gift. 
It can be a healing one, too. Yet we also know that it is wise to be 
selective, to be cautious with whom we share, particularly if it 
involves a potentially contentious issue. We’ve all likely had painful 
experiences where we thought we were in a safe place to discuss, 
to share, to question, to wrestle with, only to find that it wasn’t 
-- not with that class or group, not with that leader, not with that 
person. Titles, roles, age, and even reputation don’t guarantee 
trustworthiness, maturity, or wisdom. For some church people 
conformity, correctness, and compliance are where they stand, 
what they stand on, and what they have to offer - answers, advice, 
platitudes, ‘goods. if I am in a river and the waters are swirling 
around me, whether those are of a positive or negative nature, and 
I invite another to look here with me, that person may choose to 
stand on the raised bank a safe distance away, untouched. From 
there they can reel out their wares to where I am. There you go. 
Did you catch that? With a wave, they can move right along with 
barely a ripple in their lives. It costs them almost nothing yet can 
feel pretty good. But there are others who offer something else. 
They come down off the bank and step into the water. They get 
a bit wet. They’re willing to feel the temperature, to see what’s 

moving down here. It looks different from here. Their eyes meet 
ours differently, too. They are across from us rather than looking 
upon us from above. There is a humility in that coming near, in 
that opening to, in that willingness to see and hear and touch 
another’s care, their joy, their pain. They offer something more 
powerful than wares. They offer themselves. They are the Jesus 
people scattered among us, salt, and light. Whether we find them, 
or they find us, we discover that we can sorrow with them, we can 
celebrate with them. They meet us where we are. We find that it 
doesn’t matter all that much what they think about a particular 
issue, whether we agree or not for there is something about who 
they are and the light we find there and the love that meets us 
through them that is what we’re seeking, what we’re needing, 
even when we didn’t know what we were needing or what we were 
seeking. When we find it, we realize this is what I was looking for. 
And what is that? It’s Jesus. His presence. Somehow through his 
people, he is reflected, and we meet him there. In that reflected 
presence we know we are ok. We find solace in that witness even 
though our situation has not changed at all. His presence changes 
things. Back to that song. Hear those words again. Lord bless you 
and keep you. Make his face shine upon you.  Be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. When Jesus 
people open themselves to us, they make way for the face of 
Jesus, for the love and grace of Jesus to come through them to 
us. They who know his face on them, who receive that as a gift and 
reflect that onto others through them, in humility for it is not 
their own light but his, they make that face shine upon us. They 
offer that graciousness to us. The Lord’s face turned towards us 
through their own. God’s children do this. This is a place where we 
seek Jesus. Jesus is the exact representation of God. Where we 
come to listen to him, to follow him, to behold him, to know him. 
To be watchful that we do not, as we tend to do, harden into set 
stances and forms rather than flowing and moving and flexing 
according to the Spirit, in the light that he is, in the love that he 
reveals, in his life that leads to ever more abundant life. Welcome to 
a safe place.

BIBLE STUDY BIBLE STUDY withwith MARETTE MARETTE

A look at Luke 7:11-17 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd 
went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son 
of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, 

his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying 
him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began 

to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has 
appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and 

the surrounding country. These verses show the compassionate side of Jesus. Read it over very slowly and put yourself in the widow’s 
heart. For a widow in that time, without a son, you were hopeless to be cared for. When have you felt like all your future is in a casket so 
to speak? Jesus was moved with compassion to act. How does Compassion move you to meet the needs of others? The last part of that 
tells of this miracle and how people believed because of Jesus’ action. You won’t raise the dead, but you will by your actions bring people to 
see Jesus. What two things can you do this week to be Jesus in ways that are needed, compassionate, and reflect loving people like Jesus 
loved? Lord remind me that having compassion is more important than the words I say. Lord give me the wisdom to know when to put my 
heart in gear before my mouth. Give me the heart to love and the ears to listen. Give me the desire to be compassionate.
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prayer@oursafeharbor.com
send prayer requests:

oursafeharbor.com

-  CONNECT WITH US -How can we help you? Being alone, or the feeling of being alone keeps us from doing 
things in life that bring us joy and keep us from loving others. Please let us know 

how we can pray for you, befriend you and help you in your faith walk. Join Marette 
for a Zoom Bible study every other week. Be a part of worship on Sunday along with 

the ministry of teaching on Monday and Wednesday mornings. Our Safe Harbor is 
here to serve you. Let us know how we can help. —The Harbor LightsThe Harbor Lights
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