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Call to Gather Rev. Jennifer Swanson 

Tonight we gather 
with friends and with strangers. 
We come as we are to God. 
Tonight we gather 
with hopes and with questions. 
We come as we are to God. 
Tonight we gather 
with doubts and with dreaming. 
We come as we are to God. 
Tonight as we gather 
with losses and memories 
We come as we are to God. 
Tonight we come as we are to God. 
And God has promised to meet us here. 

Welcome 

Hymn: VU 278        In the Quiet Curve of Evening 
 Words: Julie Howard 1993 
 Copyright 1993 Order of St. Benedict 

1 In the quiet curve of evening, 
 in the sinking of the days, 
 in the silky void of darkness, you are there. 
  In the lapses of my breathing, 
  in the space between my ways, 
  in the crater carved by sadness, you are there. 
  You are there, you are there, you are there. 

2 In the rests between the phrases, 
 in the cracks between the stars, 
 in the gaps between the meaning, you are there. 
  In the melting down of endings, 

  in the cooling of the sun, 
  in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 You are there, you are there, you are there. 

3 In the mystery of my hungers, 
 in the silence of my rooms, 
 in the cloud of my unknowing, you are there. 
  In the empty cave of grieving, 
  in the desert of my dreams, 
  in the tunnel of my sorrow, you are there. 
 You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Opening Prayer Rev. Leenane Shiels 
 
Scripture:   Isaiah 40:1, 25-31 Rev. Julie Lebrun 

John 1:1-5 Rev. Jan Bihl 

A Litany of Remembering  
Sung Response:   MV 90 Don’t Be Afraid 
 Words: John L. Bell and Graham Maule 1995 
 Copyright © 1995 WGRG, Iona Community 

 Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, 
 my love is stronger than your fear. 
 Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger  
 and I have promised, promised to be always near. 

Music for Reflection I Always Cry at Christmas 

Prayer of Grace Rev. Julie Lebrun 

Prayers of Intercession Rev. Jan Bihl 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  



 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Hymn: VU 17 O Ancient Love 
 Words: Michael Joncas 1994 
 Copyright © 1994 GIA Publications 

1 O ancient love, processing through the ages; 
 O hidden love, revealed in human form; 
 O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 
  O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
2 O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 
 O lowly love, that knows the mighty’s scorn; 
 O hungry love, that lay within a manger:  R 
 
3 O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 
 O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 
 O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:  R 
 
4 O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 
 O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 
 O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:  R 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth Rev. Leenane Shiels 

Please stay in the Sanctuary for as long as you need. at the end of the service to 
take a votive candle home with you – as a reminder that God’s light shines in 
the darkness – and you are a bearer of that light into the world. 


