
 
Worship Outline  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 19,2021 
 
 

Prelude:  “Hold the Child Gently” with Rheana Slack (violin) & Ron Klusmeier (piano) 

 
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement: 

Good morning.   Welcome to Brechin United Church 

As you know, our minister, Reverend Tif McNaughton, is off for several weeks on restorative leave. 

The worship team is endeavouring to provide you with meaningful worship in her absence. 

We pray for her restored health and we look forward to her return in the future. 

 
As an act of reconciliation, we of Central Vancouver Island, in Nanaimo British Columbia, would like to 

acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional and unceded territory of The Coast Salish peoples, 

and the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw first nation. 

We also give thanks to the ancestors, hereditary leaders and matriarchs, creatures big and small, for 

looking after the rich resources and cultural teaching of this beautiful land. 

Today we continue to seek new relationships with the original people of this land, one based in honour 

and respect.  In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, regardless of race, creed, age, 

cultural background or sexual orientation.  

From wherever you come, and whoever you are, know that you are welcome to worship here in our safe 

space, Brechin United Church. 

 
Candle lighting:  We light this candle remembering Jesus who is the light of the world. 

 
Advent Liturgy: 

Dec. 19       The Fourth Sunday in Advent      Welcoming Love 

 

Reader One:  This is the fourth Sunday of Advent when we remember how Elizabeth welcomed Mary 

and the young mothers waited to welcome their babies.  We remember how the shepherds came to 

welcome the Christ child. 

 

Reader Two:  We too want to be ready to welcome the baby Jesus into our lives.  We are in awe of 

Jesus' birth - that God came to us this way, in a weak and vulnerable baby. 

The mighty God of the universe has become Emmanuel  

"God with us." 

 

Reader One:  We have been waiting, watching, and wishing.  We light these candles again.  Now we 

light a candle for love.  May this light shine from our hearts as we welcome the baby Jesus. 

 
Candle-lighting:  (Light all the blue candles and the pink one) 

 
Prayer:  Hear our Advent prayer, welcoming God.  May we be welcomed by young and old and always 

by angels.  May we welcome all who come into our households to visit and to share in love.  May we 

welcome Christ into our hearts as we celebrate this Christmas.  Amen  

 
Hymn:   “A Candle is Burning”   vs. 4     (VU p.6) 

 

 



Call to Worship:    Greetings, favoured ones!  The Lord is with you. 

   Come without fear.  You have found favour with God. 

   Come and bear in your lives the life of God. 

   Come children of God and 

   be empowered to do God’s bidding. 

   Come for nothing is impossible with God.  

   (based on Luke 1:26-38) 

 

Opening prayer:   

Holy and Eternal God, 

You call us together in the midst of crises and celebration, joy and sorrow. 

You are with us; we are not alone. 

Like Mary, may we overcome our fears. 

You are with us; we are not alone. 

Like Mary, may we find a safe place to go. 

You are with us; we are not alone. 

Like Mary, may we recognize your call for justice. 

You are with us; we are not alone. 

Like Mary, may we realize that we are 

blessed and chosen by you. 

You are with us; we are not alone. 

Like Mary, may we exalt and praise your name. 

For you are with us; we are not alone. 

Holy and Eternal God, 

We praise your name today.  Amen. 

 

(Dora White, Minnedosa U.C., Minnedosa, Man.) 

 

Hymn:     VU 7  “Hope is  a Star” 

Scripture readings:   Micah 5: 2-5a 

   Luke 1:  39-45 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church   And let us give thanks 

 

Special Music:   “Alleluia for Advent”  (Patrick Liebergen)   

 

Reflection:  “The Turning of the World” 

 

Hymn:    MV 120  “My Soul Cries Out” 

 

Prayers of the People: 

 

Prayer of Jesus:  Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916) 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 



 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Offering:  

 

Commissioning & Benediction:   

Could the world really be about to turn? 

Could we really be a part of it? 

Go forth with the faith of our forebears, 

who heard God’s saving word 

and were bound to God’s promise. 

Go forth trusting in God’s mercy and deliverance. 

Remembering always who holds us fast, 

go forth with praise in your heart, 

a joyful cry from your soul, 

and a spirit always singing of the wondrous ways 

in which God not only turns around our world, 

but turns around our very lives! 

All praise and thanks be to God.  Amen.  

 

Sung response:  MV 173   “Put Love into Each Other’s Hands” 

        (Hands shaped like a cradle) 

 

 

 

(Commissioning & Benediction - © 2021 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada.  

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence - Elise Feltrin, 

Chemainus U.C., Chemainus, B.C.) 


