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WELCOME!

We worship this day with all the creatures we love. We join the Psalmists and
rejoice with all living things. We sing with all the birds and animals that make our
lives richer because of their presence.

The special focus for this service is a public expression of the bond we have
with all animals. Through the service, we are able to make them an integral part of
our worship life and relationships.

In our call to worship, we join with our pets and with all animals to worship
our Creator. In the Psalm, we call on all creatures to praise God. In our confession,
we recall how we may have hurt or neglected animals. In the readings, we discover
how animals are part of the family of God.

In the Scriptures, the act of blessing means ‘the imparting of power or life.’
The person performing the blessing is mediating that power from God or Christ to
the person or the animal involved. To bless is more than an expression of goodwill
and caring. To bless is impart God’s power in person!
The blessing of each animal, by name, means that health, healing, and life are
being mediated from God for the benefit of the animal in its relationship with its
human partners. Shalom is one Hebrew expression of blessing.

St John’s North Vancouver Parish recognizes we are on the unceded Coast
Salish territories within the Musqeam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First
Nations.
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The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant Jesus Christ, we assemble with all your creatures in this
circle of life.

All We ask you to join our circle and celebrate with us.

Celebrant Jesus Christ, as we join in celebration with you and all
creation,

All We ask for your blessing, your shalom,
on the creatures present here that we love
and on all creatures celebrating in the wild.

Celebrant In the name of God, who creates all life,
In the name of Jesus Christ, who redeems all life,
and the name of the Spirit, who renews all life,
we cry with all in the circle of life:

All Shalom! Shalom! Shalom! May your blessing come!
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Opening Hymn
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A Version of Psalm 148

Celebrant All dogs and cats, large and small:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All robins, wrens, and singing birds:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All bats, squirrels, and raccoons:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All horses, cows, and sheep:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant All lizards, snakes, and creeping things:
All Praise the Lord!

Celebrant Every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest:
All Praise the Lord!
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Thanks and Confession
We hold the animal we love and place our hand on its body as we give thanks.

Celebrant Lord, for all the animals in the whole wide world,
All We thank you, God!
Celebrant Lord, for all the fun and friendship we have with

animals,
All We thank you, God!
Celebrant Lord, for all the times we have hurt or neglected

animals,
All We are sorry.
Celebrant Lord, for all the times we have used poisons that have

killed animals,
All We are sorry.
Celebrant Lord, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of

animals in the forests, oceans, or fields,
All We are sorry.

Absolution
Celebrant I speak for Christ. For all your sins against the

creatures of Earth,
I forgive you and I call upon you to honour and protect
all my animals. Yes, I speak for Christ. May the
animals of Earth be your companions in life and lead
you to celebrate your place in the circle of life.

All Amen! Amen! Shalom! Shalom!
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Christ Have Mercy
Celebrant As we come home to Earth.
All Christ, have mercy.

Celebrant As we seek to love our home.
All Christ, have mercy.

Celebrant As we seek to care for our kin.
All Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest!
All And on Earth peace with our kin in creation!

Prayer for the Day
All God, our Creator,

help us to love all creatures as our kin,
all animals as our partners on Earth,
all birds as messengers of praise,
all small beings as expressions of your
mysterious design and all frogs as voices of hope.
Amen.



8

The First Reading:
A reading from the book of Genesis

‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you,
the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you,
as many as came out of the ark.

Genesis 9: 9-10

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

All Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading:
A reading from the Book of Isaiah

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.

They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 11: 6-9

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

All Thanks be to God.
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first half of the Gradual Hymn is sung.



10

The Gospel— Blessing of the Animals

Liturgical Assistant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Liturgical Assistant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Luke.
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you
are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what
you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the
nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that
you need them.

Luke 12: 25-30

Liturgical Assistant The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
At the conclusion of the Gospel, the second half of the Gradual Hymn is sung.

Sermon The Reverend Patrick Blaney

Poem:What I learned From My Dog.
-Author unknown.
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Creed

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of the Church, as we say,
All I believe in God,

Creator of the universe,
dwelling forever beyond time and space.
I believe in Jesus Christ
who came to live among us
and let us see what God is like.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
sent from God through Jesus
to be our guide and comforter.
Therefore, I believe in love, in hope,
compassion, joy, and faith,
and forgiveness, and eternal life.

Frances Somerville

Sharing of The Peace
We stand as we are able, remain in place and greet our neighbours in the name
of the Lord with a nod or a bow.

Celebrant Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another,
and with our animals. The Peace of the Lord be with
you.

All And also with you.
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Offertory Hymn
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Preparation of the Gifts
Representatives of the people present donations and other gifts.Your thoughtful and
generous gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the church Please place your offerings in
the collection plate at the back of the church. We thank you very much.

The Prayer Over the Gifts

Celebrant God, our Creator, through your love you have given us
these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as an
expression of our deep thanks for all the animals and
other creatures that have enriched our lives.

All With all animals around the throne, we bless the
Lamb of God. Amen.

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us to pray, let us say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing of the Animals

Blessing: [Pet’s name], may the power of this blessing from Christ fill you
with life, bind you to your human partners, and lead you to praise your
Creator. Amen.

The Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
All Whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing

Celebrant Christ calls us all to be his disciples,
to serve him with love and compassion, to serve the
Earth by caring for her creatures.
Let us bless creation.

All We will care for creation!
We will nurture our animals!
We will celebrate the circle of life with them!
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Recessional Hymn
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Dismissal

Celebrant May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and
through all, fill you with the knowledge of God’s
presence in Earth and the presence of Christ within
you. Go in peace!
Serving Christ and loving all creatures!

All We go in peace, serving Christ and loving our
animal kin.
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