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Christmas 
Transformation

The Shepherds: 
Transformed by joy

Luke 2:8-20

What this message is about

The shepherds’ fear at an 
encounter with an angel is 
transformed to joy as they 
experience God at work.

Purpose of  this message

To give us five reasons for 
choosing joy this Christmas. 

Joy: A definition

A state of  inner delight produced 
by the Holy Spirit resulting from a 
persistent focus, a sharp 
awareness, and a profound sense 
of  gratitude in my soul at the grace
of  God that is active in my life. 

Joy: A definition

Even as I face the painful realities 
of  this current, fallen, world.

Therefore. . . 

The emotion of  joy is a result of  
the choice of  joy. 
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1. We can choose joy because 
we have a savior

Luke 2:10-12

And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of  great joy that will be for all 
the people.  

Luke 2:10-12

11 For unto you is born this day in 
the city of  David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.  12 And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.”

2. You can choose joy because 
things are right between 
you and God

Luke 2:13-14

And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of  the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!”

Rom. 5:1-2 (NLT)

Therefore, since we have been 
made right in God’s sight by faith, 
we have peace with God because 
of  what Jesus Christ our Lord has 
done for us. 
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Rom. 5:1-2 (NLT)

2 Because of  our faith, Christ has 
brought us into this place of  
undeserved privilege where we 
now stand, and we confidently and 
joyfully look forward to sharing 
God’s glory.

3. We can choose joy because 
we see God at work.

Luke 2:15-16

When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.”

Luke 2:15-16

16 And they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger.

4. You can choose joy 
because you have a story
to tell. 

Luke 2:17-19

And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. 18

And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. 
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Luke 2:17-19

19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her 
heart. 

5. You can choose joy 
because you have a God to 
praise.

Luke 2:20

And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.

Next Step

This week practice the discipline of  
a consistent focus on God’s 
gracious acts in your life. Combine 
this with doing something that will 
give you a story to tell. 
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