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Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
December 12, 2021 ~ The Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Announcements & Welcome  
 

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

Hymn #242 – Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn (vs. 1, 2, & 4) 
 

Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 

sing out your joy, for Jesus is born, behold! the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 

to open wide the heavenly door, and lives now inside us forever. 
 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

whose humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing. 

Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness, 

the thunder of the anthems roll to shatter all hate and injustice. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though cold the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless; 

Love be our song and love our prayer, and love, our endless story, 

may God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Prayer (Written by Rev. Karen Ware Jackson) 
 

Hymn #248 – People Look East (vs. 1-3) 
 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love the guest is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad; though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 

give up your strength, the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love the rose is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more lights the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People look east, and sing today: Love the star is on the way. 
 

The First Reading: Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 

strength and my might; he has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the  

 



wells of salvation. And you will say on that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted.  

            Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

                            The Word of the Lord 

The Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.                         The Word of the Lord 
 

The Gospel 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:7-18         C: Glory to you, O Christ 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 

say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’  

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 

‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 

do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what 

should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers 

also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
P: The Gospel of the Lord                                                                    C: Praise to you O Christ 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn #246 – Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding (vs. 1 & 2) 
 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! "Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness all you children of the day!" 
 

Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth's bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 



Prayers of the People 

 We pray: Hear us O God and respond: your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Communion  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Hymn #259 – Fling Wide the Door (vs. 1 & 4) 
 

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; the King of glory comes in state; 

The Lord of lords and King of kings, the Saviour of the world who brings 

His great salvation to the earth. So raise a shout of holy mirth 

And praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit Word. 
 

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; our hearts are open wide in trust. 

Oh, show us now your lovely grace, upon our sorrows shine your face, 

And let your Holy Spirit guide our journey in your grace so wide. 

We praise your holy name, from age to age the same. 

 

Dismissal  L:  Go in peace. Christ is near.   C: Thanks be to God  

 
 
 
Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve services are at 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm & 8:30 pm 
An RSVP is required to attend these services.  
Please register with the office by email to office@augsbram.ca 
or by phoning (905)459-3262 by Monday, December 20. 
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