
 
The Church of St. John the Divine 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent December 12, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering, we 

have careful protocols in place for our limited gatherings on a Sunday – the plans are available 

to download on the Website, and for those unable to attend in person our services are also 

livestreamed there: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/  

  

We will continue to meet on Sundays at 10am for our Parish Eucharist and at 5:30 pm for 

a service of Evensong. Please check details on the website as to how to book for each service 

and the information needed to comply with Provincial requirements. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Intercessor: Susan Bansgrove 

Greeters: Bill & Joan Huzar Verger: Chuck Neilson 

Crucifer: Paul Gillan Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Advent Wreath: The Topshee Family Music: The Choristers of St. John the Divine 

Readers: David Buckman (via Zoom)              The MacRae Choral Scholars 

                The Topshee Family              Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 

Gospel: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music  

Sermon: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil Setting: Missa Quarti Ton, T.L. di Victoria (1548-1611)  

                                                 

  
 

The Gathering of the Community 

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering in the church building and online. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  

Minister:  Blessed are you, loving God, creator of the Universe. 

 All: For you have made all things, and love your creation. 

 Family:  Gracious God, you have made light and dark, day and night; we give thanks for the 

wholeness of your life. We remember that in light things are clearer, and in 

darkness we may learn to trust in you and celebrate your mystery. 

 All:  For darkness and light are the same to you. 

  As these Advent lights remind us of the light brought to us from our history, and 

our welcome into your Church in baptism, we pray that we too may be people of 

light and life. 

  You are God through all time – God of the forerunner of the Christ, of John, 

known as the baptizer, who declared your promises and called people to repentance 

and transformation. May we know you in this time and in this place as the God of 

now and of always, God of promise, and God of hope. 

Minister:  Blessed are you, loving God, creator of the Universe. 

 All:  For you have made all things, and love your creation. 
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Opening Hymn (CP 103) WINCHESTER NEW 

 1. On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry  

announces that the Lord is nigh;  

awake and hearken, for he brings  

glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin;  

make straight the way for God within.  

Prepare we in our hearts a home,  

where such a mighty guest may come. 

 3. For thou art our salvation, Lord,  

our refuge, and our great reward;  

without thy grace we waste away,  

like flowers that wither and decay. 

 4. To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,  

and bid the fallen sinner stand;  

shine forth, and let thy light restore  

earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

 5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee  

whose advent doth thy people free,  

whom with the Father we adore  

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

    Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. John Chandler (1806-1876), alt. 

 

 

Gathering 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Kyrie (sung by the choir)  

Kyrie eleison.  

Christe eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  God for whom we watch and wait,  

you sent John the Baptist  

to prepare the way of your Son:  

give us courage to speak the truth,  

to hunger for justice,  

and to suffer for the cause of right,  

with Jesus Christ the Lord.  

 All: Amen. Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004) 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

   shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

   O daughter Jerusalem!  

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 

   he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

   you shall fear disaster no more.  

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

   do not let your hands grow weak.  

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

   a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

   he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing  

   as on a day of festival. 
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I will remove disaster from you, 

   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  

I will deal with all your oppressors 

   at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

   and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

   and renown in all the earth.  

At that time I will bring you home, 

   at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

   among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

   before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Canticle 3   Isaiah 12:2-6 

  And you will draw water with joy, from the springs of salvation. 

 All: And you will draw water with joy, from the springs of salvation. 

  And you will say in that day,  

I will give you thanks Yahweh that you were angry against me.  

Your anger turns and you comfort me. 

Behold God Is my salvation. 

I will trust and I will not dread.  

For my strength and my psalm is Yah, Yahweh,  

and he has become my salvation. 

 All:  And you will draw water with joy, from the springs of salvation. 

  And you will say in that day,  

Give thanks to Yahweh.  

Call in his name.  

Make known among the peoples his prodigality.  

Remember that set on high is his name. 

Sing a psalm to Yahweh for proud things he has done. 

This is known in all the earth. 

Be bright and shout for joy inhabitant of Zion. 

For great and near you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 All:  And you will draw water with joy, from the springs of salvation. 

     Text: Isaiah 12 (based on the work of Suzanne Haik-Vantoura); Translation & Setting: Bob MacDonald. 
 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 
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The Epistle Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Gospel Luke 3:7-18 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 Cantor: Show us your mercy O Lord: and grant us your salvation.  

 All: Alleluia. 

God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 

Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 

axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’  

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 

‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 

him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the 

amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we 

do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming;  
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I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor 

and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.’  

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

Following the sermon there will be a pause for silence.  

 

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe and trust in God the Creator. 

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, incarnate Word. 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 

We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

 (from Creating Uncommon Worship by Richard Giles, altd.) 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Hymn (CP 108)  MERTON 

 1. Hark, a herald voice is sounding:  

 “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say.  

“Cast away the dreams of darkness,  

 O ye children of the day!” 
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 2. Wakened by the solemn warning,  

 let the earthbound soul arise;  

Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling,  

 shine upon the morning skies. 

 3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,  

 comes with pardon down from heaven;  

let us all, with deep repentance,  

 pray that we may be forgiven, 

 4. that when next he comes with glory,  

 and the world is wrapped in fear,  

with his mercy he may shield us,  

 and with words of love draw near. 

 5. Honour, glory, might, and blessing  

 to the Father and the Son,  

with the everlasting Spirit,  

 while eternal ages run. 

 Text: Latin (Vox clare, 10th cent.); tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878), alt. 
   

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray:  

  God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 

until the coming of your Son, our Saviour and Lord. 

 All: Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt.  

 

 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 2  

 
 

 Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

we give you thanks and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,  

and opened to us the way of salvation.  

Now we watch for the day when he will come again  

in power and great triumph to judge this world,  

that we, without shame or fear,  

may rejoice to behold his appearing.  

 Therefore we praise you,  

joining our voices with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven,  

who for ever sing this hymn  

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus (sung by the choir)  

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 

Osanna in excelsis.  

Benedictus qui venit 

in nomine Domini. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed are you, O Holy One: 

when Hagar was driven into the wilderness 

you followed her and gave her hope. 

When Joseph was sold into bondage, 

you turned malice to your people’s good. 

When you called Israel out of slavery, 

you brought them through the wilderness 

into the promised land. 
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When your people were taken into exile 

you wept with them by the river of Babylon 

and carried them home. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  At the right time you sent your Anointed One 

to stand with the poor, 

the outcast, and the oppressed. 

Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them. 

He accepted water from a woman of Samaria 

and offered her the water of new life. 

Christ knew the desolation of the cross 

and opened the way for all humanity 

into the redemption of your reconciling love. 

  On the night he was betrayed, 

Jesus, at supper with his friends, 

took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 

gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine, 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Loving and Holy One, 

recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we offer you these gifts, 

longing for the bread of tomorrow 

and the wine of the age to come.  

  Therefore we proclaim our hope. 

 All: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. 

  Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

  Pour out your Spirit on these gifts 

that through them you may sustain us 

in our hunger for your peace. 

We hold before you 

all whose lives are marked by suffering, 

our sisters and brothers. 
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When we are broken and cast aside, 

embrace us in your love. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

O Source of all life, 

now and for ever. 

 All:  

 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 
 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  God of promise, 

you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

 All: Happy are those who are called 

to the supper of the Lamb.   
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The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

The deacon will have gluten-free wafers available to those who wish them. 

After receiving communion, please move to your right to go back to your seat. 

 

Music during Communion  

Rejoice in the Lord alway, 

and again I say, rejoice. 

Let your softness be known unto all men: 

the Lord is at hand. 

Be careful for nothing: 

but in all prayer and supplication, 

let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. 

And the peace of God, 

which passeth all understanding, 

shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen. 

 Text: English transl. of the Introit for the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Phil. 4:4-7) 

 Music: anon., mid-16th century.  

 

  

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

 

The Commissioning of the Community 

Prayer after Communion   

Please stand. 

  God for whom we wait, 

you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. 

Keep us ever watchful, 

that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man. 

We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services   

  

  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 
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A Prayer is said over the gifts for the Burnside Gorge Community Centre. 

 

Acclamation for Advent  

  In the life of our Church 

 All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

  With love and compassion  

 All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

  In grace and mercy  

 All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

  Through love and service 

 All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

  In wisdom and growth 

 All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God.  

 All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Final Hymn (CP 91) BESANÇON 

 1. People, look east! The time is near  

of the crowning of the year.  

Make your house fair as you are able,  

trim the hearth and set the table.  

 People, look east and sing today:  

 Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 2. Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare,  

one more seed is planted there:  

give up your strength the seed to nourish,  

that in course the flower may flourish.  

 People, look east and sing today:  

 Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 3. Birds, though you long have ceased to build,  

guard the nest that must be filled;  

even the hour when the wings are frozen  

God for fledging time has chosen.  

 People, look east and sing today:  

 Love, the bird, is on the way. 
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 4. Stars, keep the watch: when night is dim  

one more light the bowl shall brim,  

shining beyond the frosty weather,  

bright as sun and moon together.  

 People, look east and sing today:  

 Love, the star, is on the way. 

 5. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth  

Christ who brings new life to earth.  

Set every peak and valley humming  

with the word, the Lord is coming.  

 People, look east and sing today:  

 Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965). © David Higham Associates Ltd. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 
    

   

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

 

 

Readings for December 19th – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a The prophet tells a besieged people of a coming ruler to be recognized by his 

ways for peace, justice and security.   

Luke 1:46-55 This song of joy is known as the “Magnificat” from its opening word in Latin.   

Hebrews 10:5-10 Jesus has made a once and for all sacrifice to bring us to God.   

Luke 1:39-55 When Mary realizes she is pregnant with the child who would be Jesus, she goes 

to visit her relative Elizabeth. 

 

 

5:30 pm Every Sunday – sung by our Choral Scholars and Choristers 

Evensong is a contemplative, musical and prayerful service, ideally suited to the end of the 

week and the close of day. 

Each service includes liturgy and choral music sung by the choir, a pair of congregational 

hymns, readings related to the morning's lectionary, and prayers plus a short sermon offered by 

the clergy. 

Evensong is offered to a small in-person congregation (no pre-registration required; limited to 

70) and will continue to be livestreamed on the church Facebook page and available via the 

website www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca 

 

 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark Cathy Heather  

 Liz & Mark John Daryl 

 Kerry Jonah Keeley 

 Derrick Bob & Donna Daniel 

 Eric Sarah 

 

 

 

 

    

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Bill Tarter (on sabbatical) 

Assistant Curate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil  
Honorary Assistants 

The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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