
Advent 3, 2021 

 
“It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful”. (1 Corinthians 4.2) 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Last week the Gospel presented the signs that we should expect to see in nature – in the sky, in 

the sea and on the earth – immediately before Jesus returns. Along with them, the Epistle set 

forth this simple message: that we should “abound in hope” while we wait for Christ to come. 

Our hope for the Second Coming should not be theoretical; it should be a motivating force in our 

daily lives. As we face the uncertainties of this pandemic; of the increased costs of living; of 

climate change; as well as those associated with our own mortality, our Lord’s promised return 

can fill our hearts with hope. What we experience here is only temporary. We await our King 

and Saviour and the establishment of His everlasting kingdom. 

 

This morning, the readings focus on the role of the Church in proclaiming this hope and in 

preparing people for the appearance of the Son of Man as the King of glory. Of all the Gospel 

readings that could have been picked for this Sunday, the Church has proscribed this one of 

which the first eight words are key: 

 

“Now when John had heard in the prison…” 

 

This John is John the Baptist, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, the older cousin of Jesus by six 

months. According to the first century Jewish historian, Flavius Jospehus, John was imprisoned 

at Machaerus, a fortified hilltop palace, located in Jordan on the eastern side of the Dead Sea. He 

was there because he spoke out about against the provincial governor’s marriage to his brother’s 

wife. Herod Antipas was that governor, and he imprisoned John at Machaerus for two years 

before having him beheaded.  

 

And so he is set before us today as the epitome of faithfulness. He is a prime example of that 

‘minister of Christ’ referred to in today’s Epistle: “Let a man so account of us,” wrote St. Paul 

“as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God”. And then he added, 

“Moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” – trustworthy, reliable.  

 

Faithfulness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. To be full of faith is a gift from God. Faith enables us to 

know and to trust His Word. We are, as Paul says, stewards of the mysteries of God. The holy 

mysteries of the Christian Faith – the Good News of Jesus Birth of the Virgin Mary; His 

suffering, Death and Resurrection; His Ascension into Heaven; the sending of the Holy Spirit; 

the operation of the Holy Spirit in our lives and the Hope we have through Him; the revelation of 

His holy Word and the grace and strength made available to us in the Sacraments – we are 

stewards, guardians or managers of these. The origins and the realities of these mysteries belong 

to God, but He has entrusted them to the Church for the work of forgiveness, reconciliation, 

healing and bringing the hope of the new life. 

 

Over the past fifty years the Church has struggled with what it means to be a steward of God’s 

Truth. Under pressure from our culture, the Church has tried to find a happy medium between its 



doctrine (what the Church has always believed as determined by the Bible) and its pastoral 

response to the issues of the modern world. Did you pick up on ‘the happy medium’ part? 

Instead of sticking with what the Bible says, the Church has tried to ride the fence on certain 

issues, with a foot in two worlds. In doing that, it has struggled in the faith department. Instead of 

being a steward, the Church has become an innovator. In the business world, innovators are 

leaders; but in the Church innovators of doctrine or belief are actually unfaithful servants. 

 

At the root of this struggle are our feelings. If we rely too much on our feelings we turn away 

from the gift of faith. There is, of course, a role for both faith and feelings; however, it is 

important to understand that the truth does not depend on whether we find it appealing. Whether 

we like it or not, the truth is the truth. What is written in the Bible is not under my judgement as 

being relevant, likable, or good. It is God’s holy and inspired Word. Period. 

 

You see, if I do not hold an objective truth – a body of truth outside of myself and my experience 

– then the only truth there is, is my own truth and your own truth. If there is not an objective 

truth, anything goes. And that breeds chaos. 

 

When I was a teenager in Saint John, Joe Danells, a father of eight in our Church was diagnosed 

with cancer. I was a friend of his kids and I can still see their white, 15 passenger pulling into the 

Church yard on a Sunday morning. In was the early 80’s, and, as Joe’s cancer progressed his 

options narrowed quickly – as did the possibilities for pain management. For what turned out to 

be his last summer on this earth, he and his wife, Margie, decided to take the whole family to 

Camp Medley for ‘Family Camp’. As it happened, I was working there that summer. It was only 

a couple of days in that Joe’s pain got unbearable. I remember hearing that he had gone to the 

staff house to soak in the old bathtub. I knew, then, that things were not good. As a heavy 

machinery operator for the city, Joe was a man’s man and not accustomed to showing weakness. 

Anyway, later that night he went back to town and was admitted to the hospital. When our youth 

minister, Capt Bruce Smith of the Church Army, visited, he asked Joe how he was doing. 

Specifically, how was his faith holding up? Joe’s answer was memorable and I doubt that any of 

the Church scholars or Bible commentators could have done any better. He simply said, “Bruce, 

my faith cannot depend on my feelings”. In other words, the sadness that I feel in leaving my 

wife and kids; the fear I have for them financially; the doubts I carry as to why the Lord is 

allowing me to suffer in this way – none of those feelings can change my faith in God.   

 

It was a powerful statement and one that is very helpful as we think about the Church’s role as 

steward of the mysteries of God. We cannot allow our feelings to govern our faith. Our faith 

cannot depend on our feelings. There are things to be believed and to be done whether we like it 

or not; whether we want to or not; and whether we feel like it or not. That’s it. I am sure that 

there have been many days when Carolyn has thought: what did I get myself into in this 

marriage? I am not feeling like doing this today. Nevertheless, she promised “for better or for 

worse” and she carries on. Thankfully, the Lord does not look upon us according to His feelings 

either. 

 

 The Canadian Armed Forces have recently begun a major effort to change its culture. In fact, 

tomorrow, the Minister of Defence and the Chief of the Defence Staff will issue an apology to all 

currently and past serving members who have been affected by sexual misconduct or sexual 



harassment. But the apology is not the end of this effort. The Forces recognize the need to 

recruit, relate and work differently. One of the things in this that has caught my attention is the 

assessment of Gen Z – generation Z – today’s 20 somethings – the Zoomers. It is thought that 

these young people are not motivated by money. Instead they are faithful to certain values that 

include the climate; social and diversity issues; global concerns; and the economy. Whereas 

previous generations stuck with a brand or product or company or political party regardless of its 

values; Gen Z is not so. Without pressing this analogy too far, there is a point that connects with 

today’s Epistle: “it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful”. 

 

In spite of the pressure to change his tune, John the Baptist stood firm. He was imprisoned, and 

eventually executed for his testimony for the Truth. As we look for Christ’s return, the Church is 

required to be faithful, trustworthy, reliable – ‘authentic’ to use a one of today’s buzz words. The 

Church is not a human invention; it is a Divine society, the Body of Christ. In terms of her 

doctrine – what she believes – the Church is not democratic. The largest or loudest or most 

influential group is not to determine what we believe. That has been revealed by God in His 

Word. We may vote on what colour to paint the Church Hall or on what kind of fridge to put in 

the kitchen, but our doctrine is not up for grabs. In Joe Danells words, our faith cannot depend on 

our feelings.  

 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost   

 

 

 

 

 

    

        


