
 

Midday Prayers  
In the style of the Iona Community 
 
Opening responses 

 
The world belongs to God,  

All The earth and all its people 
 

How good it is, how wonderful, 
All To live together in unity 

 
Love and faith come together,  

All Justice and peace join hands 
 
 If Christ’s disciples keep silent  
All These stones would shout aloud 
 

Open our lips, O God,  
All And our mouths shall proclaim your praised 
  

Daviour eternal, 
life of the world unfailing, 
light everlasting 
and our true redemption. 
      
Taking our humanity 
in your loving freedom, 
you rescued our lost earth 
and filled the world with joy. 
      
By your first advent justify us, 
by your second, set us free: 
that when the great light dawns 
and you come as judge of all, 
we may be robed in immortality 
and ready, Lord, to follow 
in your footsteps blest, wherever they may lead. 

     
Salus Aeterna 

 

Prayer for God’s help 
 
Move among us, O God; give us life 

All Let your people rejoice in you 
 



Make our hearts clean within us 
All Renew us in mind and Spirit 
 

Give us again the joy of your help 
All With your spirit of freedom sustain us 
 

Collect for the Day 

 

God for whom we watch and wait,  
you sent John the Baptist  
to prepare the way of your Son:  
give us courage to speak the truth,  
to hunger for justice,  
and to suffer for the cause of right,  
with Jesus Christ the Lord.   Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004)  

All Amen.         

 
And now, as Jesus taught us, we say:  

All Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the Kingdom, the power and the Glory are yours, 
Now and forever.  
Amen 

 

Affirmation 
 
With the whole church  

All We affirm that we are made in God’s image,  
Befriended by Christ, 
Empowered by the Spirit 
 
With people everywhere  

All We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 
Planted more deeply than all that is wrong 
 
With all creation 

All We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
The unfolding purposes of God, forever at work 
In ourselves and the world 
 

  



Psalm 13 
 
1  How long will you forget me, O Lord; for ever?  
   How long will you hide your face from me? 
 
2  How long shall I have anguish in my soul 
      and grief in my heart, day after day?  
   How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 
 
3  Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God;  
   lighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
 
4  Lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against them,’  
   and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 
 
5  But I put my trust in your steadfast love;  
   my heart will rejoice in your salvation. 
 
6  I will sing to the Lord,  
   for God has dealt so bountifully with me. 

 
The reading for the day 

 
Our reading comes from the book of Isaiah.  Listen now for the Word of God. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit 
of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.         Isaiah 11.1-4 

     
Silence 

 

For the Word of God in scripture,  
for the Word of God among us,  
for the Word of God within us  

All Thanks be to God 
 

Prayers of gratitude and concern  
 
The minister leads a time of intercession, usually  
Thanksgiving for God’s goodness 
Prayers for The world in pandemic 
Prayers for God’s Church 
Prayers for those in need, especially the sick in body, mind, or spirit. 
Prayers for ourselves 



 the response to each prayer is 
God, in your love 

All Hear our prayer 

 

at the end 

 

O Christ, the Master Carpenter,  
who at the last, through wood and nails, purchased our whole salvation, 
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world,  
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench  
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand.  
We ask it for your own name’s sake.  

All Amen 
 
Silence 
 

Closing responses 
  

This is the day that God has made;  
All We will rejoice and be glad in it 

 
We will not offer to God  

All Offerings that cost us nothing 
 

Go in peace to love and to serve 
All We will seek peace and pursue it 

 
In the name of the Trinity of Love,  

All God in community, Holy and one. 


