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Gifting & Calling: Doing Your God-Given Part  

Winter 2022 Syllabus 

Instructor 

Jeff Hawker 

 

Purpose  

This course helps participants discern their particular function(s) in the Body of Christ.  By looking closely 

at who we are and what we can do, we gain insight into our purpose and function. A hand cannot see or 

speak, but it can touch, hold, type, and use instruments or tools.  An eye cannot lift objects, but it can 

observe, read, and express emotion. Together as a world-wide community of believers, we represent 

Jesus in the world and join in his work of renewing all things, each doing our part.  The hopeful outcome 

is that this course would either (1) confirm a sense of calling in what the participant is already devoting 

time to, or (2) lead the participant to actively serve (whether in paid or volunteer work) inside or outside 

the church with the conviction, “God has called me to this and gifted me for it.” 

 

Assignments 

Note: If the combination of the daily devotional and the readings proves too much to handle, please give 
preference to the devotional as it is designed for daily personal engagement with God in scripture, 
reflection, and prayer. The readings could be done after the completion of the course if need be; 
however, students will get the most out of the course if they commit to competing all assignments on 
time. 

1. Daily Devotional  

Due: every day for the 5 weeks 

2. Read On the Way (ch. 4) 

 Due: Before 1st class 

3. Complete workbook assignments and readings in Discipleship Essentials (ch. 21) 

  Due: Before 2nd class 

4. Complete the Gifts Questionnaire 

  Due: Before 3rd class 

5. Read Let Your Life Speak (ch. 3) and Courage and Calling (ch. 5) 

  Due: Before 4th class 

6. Reflection on Your Gifting and Calling 

a. Write a reflection paper (suggested length: half page to 2 pages) discussing your sense 

of gifting and calling. Use the following questions only as a starting point to begin 

reflecting: 

i. In what specific ways are you gifted by God? Give examples for each. 
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ii. Is there a gift that seems most prominent in your life? 

iii. Where are you on a spectrum of discerning your calling? Do you have no idea 

what God is calling you to? Are you beginning to see through the fog? Do you 

have a very strong sense of calling? 

iv. Can you articulate your calling in one sentence (or a paragraph if need be)? 

v. How does your gifting empower you to fulfill your calling? 

vi. What gifts do you need to pray for God to provide whether in you or in others 

you can partner with? 

vii. Are there particular ways you feel most drawn to serve your church, your 

community, your workplace, and others in your life? 

viii. Is there something new you want to try to see if it might connect with your 

gifting and calling? 

  Due: Before 5th class 

  

Schedule 

Week 1: Calling – A Biblical and Theological Perspective  

Week 2: Gifting – A Biblical and Theological Perspective  

Week 3: Exploring Your Gifting 

Week 4: Exploring Your Calling 

Week 5: Dialogue, Stories, Next Steps 

 

Optional Further Study: 

Consider Your Calling by Gordon T. Smith 

Courage and Calling by Gordon T. Smith 

Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer 

Visions of Vocation by Steve Garber 

Seamless Life by Steve Garber 

Liberating the Laity by Paul Stevens 

Taking Your Soul to Work by Paul Stevens and Alvin Ung 

Doing God’s Business by Paul Stevens (book, podcast, and free video series at doinggodsbusiness.com) 

  


