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Everyone is invited to the Nazarene 
Church for our community Thanksgiving 

worship service. The service is sponsored 
each year by the Tuscola Ministerial 

Alliance (TAMA). It will be on November 
21st at 6:00 pm. 

We hope you will join with our community 
in giving thanks to God for His blessings.

November 21st 
6:00 pm

Saturday, November 13th 
8:00 am-11:00 am 

This event is an outreach to the 
community that provides free “garage “ 

sale items. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. If you would like to donate 
items for the Great Give, we will be 

accepting them Nov. 8th (9am-3pm),9th 
(9am-6pm),10th (9am-3pm) and 11th 
(9am-7pm) all drop offs will be at the 
shed. This will give us enough time to 

get everything sorted by Saturday. 
Volunteers to help sort during the day 

or evenings would be greatly 
appreciated.
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Greetings Church Family,


Last week I had a chance to go away with my dad 
and it was really a special time. I don’t remember 
the last time we did something just him and me 
for an extended length of time. I think we both 
needed it, and I know we will both remember it 
forever. 


We went down to the 14 acres the family has on 
the Meramec River, near Steelville, MO. It is some 
of my great Uncle George and Aunt Lucy’s old 
place where my dad spent his summers working 
on the farm. It also happens to be smack in the 
middle of fishing and floating country in Missouri. 
Dad and I stayed in the family’s primitive cabin 
which is really just one of those glorified sheds. 


Now, for some of us, primitive means different 
things, so let me clarify what I mean. The 
electricity that is available is from a gas generator 
that you have to use sparingly and the plumbing 
is an outhouse about 25 feet away from the cabin. 
The cabin sits about 15 minutes from a real 
asphalt road and you drive down a river rock road 
that washes out in some places with a lot of rain. 
In order to get to our place, you cross multiple 
cattle pastures and have to get out of the truck 
multiple times to open cattle gates to cross from 
property to property before arriving at our place. It 
really is quite the journey to get in there. Showers 
mean driving into the closest truck stop about half 
an hour away midweek and cooking is mostly 
over the fire or on a hot plate.


I can’t remember the last time I spent a whole 
week alone with my dad so I find myself feeling 
thankful and full even as I write this. 


One of the objectives was to slow down with a 
change of pace and completely disconnect from 
the busy-ness and stress of the world. I have not 
chosen to disengage 100% for quite some time. I 
am convinced we all need to, and many of us do 
not make it a priority. Jesus often would go away 
alone in the mornings to spend time with God the 
Father. His purpose in disconnecting from the 
world and even people was to reconnect with 
God the Father. 


I think some of us have seemed really tired at 
times in the last 2 years and have journeyed at 
various levels of spiritual health, rest, and fullness. 
Some have navigated really well, some feel empty 
a lot of the time, some seem like they have been 
on the craziest roller coaster of life and emotions 
that they can remember.


I probably land in the latter camp. Sometimes I 
seem full with God and family and people; and 
other times I am as drained and spent as I can 
remember being in my life. I am noticing a need 
for change in rhythms, in family time, in fill up 
time. In general I am noticing a need to adjust. 
Maybe you can relate and have made some 
needed adjustments in your own life too.  


For me, being away did not mean doing nothing, 
it just meant engaging a different rhythm, with 
different “somethings” to do while saying 
absolutely no to some things and some people for 
a period of time. Sometimes a little change is 
exactly what we need to gain some perspective 
and get on the track God intends for us. 


For me, my Dad has always been the guy in my 
life where we can talk or not and there is generally 
a sense of peace present. Safe might be a word. 
Stable. Steady. Present for sure. When I was 
younger I struggled with whether dad loved me or 
not because he didn’t say the words much in the 
way I expected or even wanted to hear it. His love 
often seemed critical or distant. 


One of the things I have learned in life is that he 
was saying it often just in ways I had not yet 
learned to hear. The same has been true in my 
relationship with God too though, I have learned 
better over time the ways of the Father.


Now, my Dad has also learned over time that my 
need to actually hear the words 'I love you' are 
greater than what he grew up knowing or learning 
how to express. He has learned the importance of 
actually saying the words, but I have also learned 
to know his love even when it is not expressed 
with words. We have learned each other better 
over time.
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As dad and I were there, we cut firewood, 
extended the deck on the shed, fished a lot (at 
least I did), caught a lot, and just enjoyed the fall 
weather together. Leaves were falling and 
changing color, it was just about a perfect week, 
even the couple days it rained. I think for 2 of the 
days straight we had a constant fire going and 
were always around it at points, though not often 
directly sitting by it. 


One of the things that was most purposeful was 
the goal of disconnecting from everything that has 
any type of unhealthy noise in my life. Maybe that 
is something you need and would have to make it 
a priority to actually achieve. For me I needed to 
disconnect from Email, my cell phone, and social 
media, as well as anything work related, etc. 


I did not take my cell phone with me on purpose 
for an entire week!!! And I was reminded, a cell 
phone should have a place in my life that I 
manage, I should not be managed by my cell 
phone's ability to make me available. 


Sarah communicated with me through my dad’s 
cell because we both knew if I took mine with me, 
I would not be able to stay away from it, and if 
there was something or someone who asked me 
to carry a burden I would carry it with them. So I 
walked away from it entirely for a week.


I know to some extent that demonstrates a lack of 
boundary and self-control on my part but I am 
trying to describe why and how it was important 
to take this extreme and purpose filled time away 
and apart.


I think I very well may unpack the importance of 
this week for some time to come but I am noticing 
the need to choose family in more intentional 
ways, the need to slow down and purposefully 
disconnect from unhealthy rhythms, unhealthy 
social settings/networks and to reconnect with 
God and people in healthy ways. I spent some 
time in prayer with God and some time just in 
fellowship with the man who loves me most, my 
earthly dad.


At the end of the week, I could tell we were both 
full and goodbye truly felt a little different this 
time. We had just spent time that was special and 
meaning-filled together. I gained some 
perspective from God and came back a healthy 
kind of tired from a week well spent.


Perhaps you are struggling right now and have 
been for a while. I would love to encourage you to 
intentionally make some adjustments so you 
might spend some meaning-filled time with God 
and with those who fill you up. Also, take a sober 
look at how 


you are spending your emotional and relational 
fuel. Is your life meaning-filled? Is it purpose-
filled? Are you paying attention to who you should 
be paying attention to? Are you setting aside that 
which is of lesser importance in exchange for 
what truly matters?


I am convinced our lot is to be right in relationship 
with God and right in relationship with who God 
has truly entrusted us with. Perhaps most 
everything else is noise that needs to be filtered 
out or turned down.


May God give you rest and direct you to a healthy 
rhythm full of Himself. May He use a healthy you 
to bring others to know Himself.

--  
Blessings, 
Les Evans 
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It’s Almost Time ~ Kettle Drive for Salvation Army! 

The Salvation Army needs volunteers from our church to ring the bell 
at Do It Best on Saturday, Nov. 20th from 10am-4pm. Shifts are 1-hour 
increments. Please contact Martha Rhoades to sign up (217) 246-7386.

There will be an information meeting for anyone who would 
be interested in going on a trip to Israel. Scott Clarkson will 
be conducting an informational meeting about dates, price 

and an overview of the program. Meetings will be on 
Sunday, Nov. 21st immediately after 2nd service, and 

Wednesday, Nov. 24th @ 7:00pm.

2022 Offering Envelopes are now available. You can pick yours 
up on the table outside the office. They are alphabetical by last 
name. If you don’t have a number and would like a box, please 
put your name next to an empty number on the clip board and 
take that box number. If you have any questions, please contact 

Barb Alexander  (217) 253-2639
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HERE’S WHAT IS HAPPENING IN NOVEMBER  

YOUTH GROUP 
November 7,14,21 and 28 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LUNCH 
November 3rd and 17th (last ones for the year) 

COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
November 13th 

DECEMBER EVENTS COMING UP 

LAST YG OF YEAR AND CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
December 12th 

If you have questions, contact Les Evans, 
les@fcctuscola.com 

July 

Youth Group is on Sunday’s, 
Jr. High (5th-8th) will meet 

from 5-6pm and High School 
will meet from 6:30-8pm. 

Between 6-6:30pm both groups will overlap for 
snacks and fellowship.  

Fall Study Series will be: “What did Jesus say?” 

Date  Passage  Preaching 
11/7  Matthew 6:1-4 Les Evans   
11/14  Matthew 6:5-15 Doug Foltz  
11/21  Matthew 6:16-34 Brian Patterson  
11/28  Matthew 7:1-14 Les Evans   
12/5  Matthew 7:15-24 Les Evans   

mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
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October 10/3 10/10 10/17 10/24 10/31

General Fund 
(Missions is 10%)

$7,815.00 $7,174.74 $5,080.00 $3,155.00 6,330.00

Benevolence 195.00 300.00 170.00 60.00 225.00

Debt Reduction 7,370.00 1,585.00 1,090.00 1,263.00 61,370.00

Other giving & 
Reimbursements

0 0 200.00 206.50 11.00

MissionTrip 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL $15,380.00 $9,059.74 $6,561.81 $4,684.5 $67,936.00

Serving-Month of  November 

Communion Meditation (1st & 2nd Service)   
7 Craig Romine Craig Romine 
14 Judy Harriss  Judy Harriss 
21 Scott Clarkson Scott Clarkson 
28 Bruce Thompson Bruce Thompson 

Attendance  In Person  Online 
October    3  118  121 
October   10  116  84  
October   17  130  83  
October   24  100  138   
October   31  128  79

Linda Downey, Denise Brown’s mom 
Steve Lacine, friend of Chris Brown and Kevin Kauffman 
Payton Campbell, Ginger Campbell’s daughter 
Gus Swarms and family, friend of Ginger Campbell 
Dave Morgan 
Blythe Phelps, Craig Miller’s grandson 
Dylan Taylor 
Chris Brown 
Bryant, Jr., friend of Amanda Foltz  
Paul & Shirley Rippey 
Josh Livingston 
Hannah Hixon, Craig Miller’s step-daughter 
Lisa Sigrist, friend and co-worker of Rob Boyd 
Sandra & Kari, friend of Romine’s in Chile 
Rachel Romine (Gallardo) 

If  you have an update or a request to add, please 
contact the church office.  office@fcctuscola.com or 

253-2394 

Abel Sairattanyu family (Thailand) 
Jack Swanson family (Chile) 
Little Galilee Christian Camp 
Christian Campus House EIU 

Illini Christian Ministries 
Stadia Church Planting 

Roseland Good News Daycare (Ms. Pearl) 
Operation Christmas Child 

mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
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100 E. Church Street 
Tuscola IL 69153 

Phone: 217-253-2394 

Sunday Worship Service 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School Classes 
9:15 am adults 

Office Hours: 8am - 4pm Mon-Thurs 
          8am - 12:00pm Fri 

Ministers: Les Evans, Brian Patterson 

November 2021

7,14,21,28-Worship Services @                       
8:00am & 10:30 am 
3,10,17,24-Prayer Circle, 5:00 pm 

1-Staff Retreat 
3-Student Lunch, 12pm 
    Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 
5-Mission Trip Craft Night, 7pm 
7-Day Light Savings (turn clocks back 1 hour) 
    Youth Group, 5:00pm 
13-The Great Give, 8am-11am 
      Building in Use, 4pm 
14-Cookie Baking Class, 2pm 
       Youth Group, 5pm 
17-Youth Lunch, 12pm 
       Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 
20-Building in Use 
21-Youth Group, 5pm 
      Thanksgiving Community Service, 6pm 
25/26-Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
28 - Youth Group, 5:00pm 

CHURCH          
CALENDAR

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Church Office will be closed on 
Thursday, Nov. 25th and 

Friday, Nov. 26th


